
Wed 14th Nov 07

PAGE 1  Editor: Bruce Piper  email: info@pharmacydaily.com.au

ISSN
 1835-1972

DISPENSARY
CORNER

Pharmacy Daily is a publication for health professionals of Pharmacy Daily Pty Ltd ABN 97 124 094 604. All content fully protected by copyright. Please obtain written permission from the editor to reproduce any material. While every care has been
taken in the preparation of Pharmacy Daily no liability can be accepted for errors or omissions. Information is published in good faith to stimulate independent investigation of the matters canvassed. Responsibility for editorial is taken by Bruce Piper.

Place your order with 
Pharmacor today 

 

 

Click here

www.pharmacor.com.au

Need to reach
the pharmacy

industry?

Advertise in
Pharmacy

Daily
- request a
media kit

today
Click here

www.pharmacydaily.com.au

AUTHORITIES in Germany are
said to be “somewhat
disappointed” after a forecast
baby boom as a result of the
soccer World Cup last year
failed to materialise.
   At the time the country’s
euphoria was expected to
reverse a dramatically falling
birthrate, particularly after
thousands of celebratory parties
when Germany reached the
semi-final of the tournament.
   However statistics for the first
half of this year have shown 800
fewer babies were born across
the country this year compared
to the same period in 2006.
   Nicola Huelskamp, a
consultant for the German
Economic Institute in Cologne
said: “It’s unrealistic to think
that because there were more
parties and people forgot their
birth control it would make a
statistical difference.”

HYGIENE clearly wasn’t a
priority for callers to a radio
station in Austria, who swamped
phone lines to enter a
competition offering the chance
to spend the day with David
Beckham’s dirty linen.
   The soccer star will visit
Vienna next week for a match,
with fans asked to call in and
list the reasons why they should
be allowed to stay in Beckham’s
hotel room after he checks out.
   As an added incentive,
presenters told listeners that
Beckham usually left “used
boxer shorts” in the room, as he
always apparently wears fresh
underwear.

THE toilet is now open - the
toilet house, that is.
   A South Korean “public
hygiene activist” has opened his
new $1.8m toilet-shaped house
(PD 12 Oct) with rentals
available from $56,000 per day.
   The brainchild of 74-year-old
Sim “Mr Toilet” Jae-Duck, the
centrepiece of the residence is
reportedly a glass-walled
bathroom - complete with a
special misting device to help
ensure the modesty of users.
   The toilet also detects
someone approaching and
automatically raises its lid.

Diabetes awardees
   DIABETES Australia yesterday
announced the recipients of its
Inspirational Journeys awards (PD
09 Aug), with each to receive
$1000 at a special celebratory
function next month.
   The awardees are:

• Angela Blair, Credentialled
Diabetes Educator from the
Hunter Region of NSW

• Thyra Bolton, Nurse
Coordinator from the High Risk
Diabetes Foot Clinic at Royal
Prince Alfred Hospital

• Joanna Delaney, Senior Social
Worker at the Princess
Margaret Hospital in Perth

• Bernadette Heenan,
Credentialled Diabetes
Educator from the Cairns
Diabetes Centre, Qld; and

• Christopher J. O’Brien,
Aboriginal Health Worker from
the Illawarra Aboriginal
Medical Service in Dapto NSW.

   The judges said all the
nominations received were “of a
very high standard and came from
a range of professions and
specialties, broadly representing
practice in diabetes healthcare
delivery across Australia”.

Aussie scientist
leads diabetes fight
   SYDNEY diabetes expert
Professor Martin Silink has been
successful in a five-year campaign
to have the United Nations
recognise diabetes as a global
epidemic.
   Silink is currently in New York
for the first UN-backed World
Diabetes Day, with Diabetes
Australia saying “it is the first
itme the UN has acknowledged a
non-communicable disease as a
global health crisis”.
   Professor Silink is president of
the International Diabetes
Federation, and said: “The
diabetes time bomb has been
ticking for 50 years, and it’sbeen
getting louder.
   “Each year seven million peope
develop diabetes worldwide and
over three million die of its
consequences. Action needs to be
taken now,” he urged.
   Silink estimated that about
750,000 Australians are living with
undiagnosed type 2 diabetes.

Apollo oral insulin
   APOLLO Life Sciences today
announced it’s “completed a
number of key process
optimisation and validation
studies” as it prepares to move
into a Phase I trial of its oral
insulin product.
   CEO John Priest said Apollo’s
Oradel drug delivery technology
had the “characteristics needed
to protect insulin molecules from
the harsh conditions of the
gastrointestinal tract and deliver
a therapeutic dose of insulin
across the wall of the intestine
into the bloodstream”.
   He claimed Oradel had the
potential to become a global
market leader for the treatment
of diabetes.

SYB supplementary
   SYMBION Health today told its
shareholders it intends to issue
yet another Supplementary
Explanatory Memorandum giving
further information about the
Primary Health Care offer.
   Symbion directors said they
continue to recommend the
revised Healthscope proposal and
the corresponding sale of the
firm’s consumer and pharmacy
divisions to private equity firms
Ironbridge and Archer Capital.

ALP veterans drug offer
   A VETERANS Affairs policy
released yesterday by the
Australian Labor Party promises
to develop a “fair solution to
relieve the costs of
pharmaceuticals for war caused
disabilities” if the party wins govt
at the upcoming election.
   In the policy statement Labor
says it’s reacting to feelings
within the ex-service community
about govt policy which requires
ex-servicemen and women to
purchase pharmaceuticals for
war-caused disabilities.
   “Over the last ten years,
veterans have spent more than
$110 milllion on their own
pharmaceuticals,” Labor claimed.

   The party didn’t give any
details of measures it would
introduce to address the matter,
saying it was difficult to “properly
consider the options that are
available” without full access to
government information.
   Shadow minister Alan Griffin
said the policy would also
encompass a package of measures
on ex-service health and ageing,
including an annual Veterans’
Health Week to promote early
intervention and preventative
health, as well as community-
level partnerships.
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