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HMR study wants you!
   THE University of Tasmania
urgently needs community
pharmacists to provide
researchers with data on Home
Medicines Reviews as part of a
study into the program’s
economic benefits.
   UTas School of Pharmacy is
using economic modelling
techniques involving a panel of
medication therapy experts to
analyse the value of HMRs in
terms of healthcare costs, such as
GP and specialist visits avoided,
worsening of underlying disease
and hospital days avoided.
   The types of problems
identified, the drugs involved,
and the ways problems are
resolved will also be evaluated in

a bid to further improve the HMR
process.
   All pharmacists who currently
perform HMRs are urged to
submit information from their
reviews they undertake.
   Pharmacists will be remunerated
$30 for each HMR submitted for
the study – up to a maximum of
five HMRs – before 17 October.
   The research, entitled VALMER
(Economic Value of Medication
Reviews), is being undertaken in
collaboration with the Australian
Association of Consultant
Pharmacy.
   The Guild has awarded the
project an Investigator-Initiated
research grant.
   More info www.valmer.com.au.
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National Medicines
symposium
   THE future of the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme,
regulation of complementary
therapies and children’s
medicines are among topics to be
discussed at this week’s National
Medicines Symposium in Canberra.
   The biennial dialogue begins
tomorrow at the National
Convention Centre, with
Australian and overseas medicines
policy makers and researchers.
   Hosted by NPS and the
Pharmaceutical Health and
Rational use of Medicines
(PHARM), the theme of the
symposium is “Quality Use of
Medicines: what does it really
mean for you? The science, the
policy and the practice.”
   International guests include:
Professor Rachael Elliott
(University of Nottingham); Jean
R Slutsky (US Department of
Health & Human Services); and
Professor Anita Hardon (University
of Amsterdam).
   Local speakers include Bill
Bowtell of the Lowy Institute,
Peter Brooks and Sophie Couzos of
James Cook University.

Fund stocks slump
   PRIVATE health stocks have
suffered amid news of the
Government’s decision to raise
the income threshold for the
Medicare levy surcharge.
   The Australian Health Insurance
Association has estimated that
400,000 people could drop private
health insurance as a result of the
decision, and it could potentially
cause the industry losses of more
than $400 million.
   Shares in Australia’s only listed
private health insurer, NIB
Holdings, fell by more than 16%.
   Private hospital operators
Healthscope and Ramsay Health
Care have also dipped, with
brokers downgrading both stocks.

Pregnant drinking
   ONE in three pregnant women
continues to drink alcohol,
according to a paper presented at
yesterday’s congress of the Royal
Australasian College of Physicians
in Adelaide.
   A telephone survey of 1103
Australian women aged between
18 and 45 found that 34% drank
alcohol during their last
pregnancy and 32% said they
would drink if planning, and
during, a future pregnancy.
   Most respondents were aware
alcohol could affect unborn
children and 81% agreed pregnant
women should not drink alcohol.
   Pediatrician Elizabeth Elliott
said 95% of women surveyed
wanted doctors to ask them about
alcohol consumption in pregnancy
and to advise them of the
potential harm.
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WW retail move
   WEIGHT Watchers has
announced the launch of two
“mini shopfronts” inside Myer
department stores.
   The centres will feature private
consultation rooms where
customers can “weigh-in” and
receive 15-minute expert advice
to help them work on their
weight loss.
   It’s a world first move for the
dieting giant, which is better
known for its group meetings and
traditional marketing methods.
   The move is understood to be
part of a major Myer push to
expand into health, fitness and
wellbeing services.

Pharmacy e-bulletin
   THIS week’s edition of the
Repatriation General Hospital
pharmacy e-Bulletin covers
clinical considerations for
gentamicin dosing.
   The bulletin is available at no
charge by emailing
chris.alderman@rgh.sa.gov.au.

A US WOMAN is pregnant with
her 18th child, and says she’s
keen to have more.
   41-year-old Michelle Duggar of
Arkansas is due on New Year’s
Day, with the new baby set to
join ten brothers and seven
sisters, aged from 20 to nine
months.
   Very cutely, all of the
children’s names start with the
letter J and to further endorse
Michelle’s superwoman status
the entire brood is home-
schooled.
   “We’ve had three in January,
three in December. Those two
months are a busy time for us,”
she said.

PHARMACY suppliers hosting
golf days should pay heed to an
email blunder in the UK, in
which up to 76,000 people were
invited to an “exclusive” golf
event by Virgin Trains.
   The offer, for a day at The
Grove Golf Resort Hotel in
Hertfordshire, was only meant
to be for 75 members of the
line’s Traveller Club.
   A second email apologising for
the stuff-up was sent out, this
time offering clients a chance to
win a ticket to the event.

BUSINESS meetings at an
exclusive hotel in Christchurch
New Zealand may have
unwittingly been chemically
enhanced, with the revelation
that teenagers regularly smoked
marijuana nearby.
   A number of attendees at
conferences noticed distinctive
fumes, and an investigation
found the youths gathered on a
fire escape between the hotel
and another building.
   Reports don’t say whether any
particularly inspired executive
decisions were made under the
influence of the illicitly
circulating marijuana smoke.
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