
PAGE 1  Editor: Bruce Piper  email: info@pharmacydaily.com.au

Thu 26th Mar 09

DISPENSARY
CORNER

*ABSORBED UP TO TWICE AS FAST 
AS STANDARD NUROFEN

NUROFEN JUST GOT FASTER
THAN STANDARD NUROFEN
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WIN A COPY OF
NIGHTS IN RODANTHE ON DVD

Pharmacy Daily has this week again teamed up with
EseaCruising.com and Roadshow Entertainment, giving
readers the chance to win a copy of the romantic
movie, Nights In Rodanthe, on DVD.

Starring Richard Gere and Diane Lane, the movie is
about a doctor who is travelling to visit his estranged
son, and on his way stops at a North Carolina inn and
sparks with an unhappily married woman .

To enter, simply tell us in 25 words or less what is one of the most eye-
catchy product displays you’ve seen in a pharmacy window and why this

was so effective.

The best entry sent in each day will win a copy of the DVD and have their
story published in Pharmacy Daily.

Send your entries to:
comp@pharmacydaily.com.au.

CONGRATULATIONS to Doug Smith of Thirroul Central Chemist
who was yesterday’s winner, sending in the following entry -
I once did a deal with the local pet shop who lent me a cage with

three kittens to tie in with our hayfever window.
(PS. We sold all 3 kittens for the pet shop)

HOT Travel Deals
WELCOME to Pharmacy Daily’s travel feature.

Each week we plan to highlight a couple of great travel deals which
we’re sure will be of interest to everyone in the pharmacy industry.

   Qantas Holidays is offering
some fantastic April school holiday
Starwood hotel packages, incl.
flights ex Brisbane and 3 nights
accom at Four Points by Sheraton
Darling Harbour Sydney, for
travel 1 Apr -30 Jun, from $490pp.
   For details call 13 27 87.
   Tempo Holidays has released
a 3 day ‘Chateaux Life in
Burgundy’ self drive package,
and to celebrate is offering a 5%
discount on tours booked before
30 April.
   The package includes 2 nights
accom, breakfast, 1 lunch & 2
dinners, guided foot tour of
Autun, private visit & lunch at

Château de Sully & private visit
with wine tasting at Pommard
Castle. Discounted prices start
from $1048pp - contact your local
travel agent for details.
   Shangri-La Hotel Sydney, is
gearing up for Easter with its
‘Easter Eggstravaganza’ package
incl. 1 night accom for 2 adults
& 2 kids, brekkie, kids movies,
robes and slippers & Easter eggs
on arrival, valid between 3-16
April, priced from $295 per night.
   Shangri-La Sydney also has a
special Chocolate workshop
where adults and kids can learn
the art of making the perfect
Easter egg - call (02) 9250 6000.

A MAN who made a deathbed
confession of murder in the USA
is likely to spend the rest of his
life in prison after he got better.
   James Brewer was convinced
he was dying after a stroke and
confessed to shooting his
neighbour 32 years ago.
   “He wanted to cleanse his
soul, because he thought he was
going to the great beyond,” said
a police officer.
   But rather than dying he
recovered after the stroke, and
has now been charged with the
up-to-now unsolved killing.

A MINOR league baseball team in
Michigan in the USA is serving up
some major-league cholesterol,
carbohydrates and calories with
a new hamburger at its stadium.
   The 2kg burger (pictured
below) sold by the West Michigan
Whitecaps costs US$20 and has
five beef patties, five slices of
cheese, and piles of corn chips
and salsa on a 20cm bun.
   Anyone who eats it in one
sitting gets a special T-shirt.

CMEC minutes
   THE Complementary Medicines
Evaluation Committee of the TGA
has recommended that bovine
whey immunoglobulin is suitable
for use as an active ingredient in
listed therapeutic medicines
“where supported by appropriate
evidence for any indications and
claims made for the product.”
   The committee has also
recommended that the use of
magnesium sulfate in medicines
be referred to the National Drugs
and Poisons Schedule Committtee
to consider if there should be
dosage restrictions.

Ranbaxy approval
   RANBAXY has confirmed that
it’s received Australian TGA
approval for the registration of
Ozidal (risperidone) 0.5, 1, 2, 3
and 4mg tablets here.
   The company said the approval
was based on an assessment by
the TGA that the Ranbaxy
formulation of risperidone is
bioequivalent to, and having the
same therapeutic effect as, that
of the reference listed product
Risperdal tablets of Janssen-Cilag.
   The approval means Ranbaxy
now has a total of 27 molecules
approved for marketing in
Australia since it set up its
operation here in 2004.

Repeat form ads banned
   THE Pharmacy Board of Victoria
has condemned the practice being
used by some pharmacies of
printing advertising messages on
repeat authorisation forms.
   The issue was broiught to the
attention of the board by a doctor
who objected to the use of the
white tear-off strip on the right
hand side of the forms “to print
health messages associated with
an invitation to join a weight loss
program.”
   The board said the GP objected
to the script being used, without
the prescriber’s consent, as an
advertising platform for goods and
services, adding that “such a

practice could conceivably be
extended to arrangements between
medical clinics and pharmacies to
promote advertising by the clinic.”
   The Board said it agrees the
practice is inappropriate and
“requires any pharmacist using
repeat authorisation forms in this
manner to cease forthwith.”
   A statement also said that the
use of additional labels attached
to containers of prescribed drugs
which recommend the purchase of
other substances “is also
unprofessional and may be
construed as interfering with the
medical treatment of a patient.
   “Such actions may be
considered as unprofessional
conduct by the Board,” it warned.

UK wholesale move
   BRITAIN’S Medicines and
Healthcare Products Regulatory
Agency has proposed a tightening
of rules around the transfer of
stock between pharmacies.
   Planned restrictions would
mean that a wholesale dealer’s
licence would be required except
in cases of emergency.
   The MHRA said the measure
would help combat the threat of
counterfeit medicines, but five UK
pharmacy organisations have
slammed the plan, saying it’s
anticompetitive, would stop
pharmacies from supplying other
healthcare providers and
alleviating stock shortages to
assist patients, restrict the
transfer of ownership of premises
and cause medicines waste.

FDA pen warning
   THE US Food and Drug
Administration has issued an alert
to health professionals reminding
them that single patient insulin
pens and insulin cartridges
houldn’t be used to administer
medication to multiple patients
due to the potential risk of
transfering blood-borne pathogens.

eRX newsletter
   YESTERDAY electronic script
platform eRx Script Exchange
published its monthly newsletter -
including the ‘breaking news’ that
Corum is now part of the pharmacy
backed initiative (PD Tue).
   The newsletter can be viewed
at www.erx.com.au.


