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Paediatric NSAIDs

THE TGA is moving to gazette
changes to the ‘Required Advisory
Statements for Medicine Labels’ for
labelling of NSAID products used by
infants and children.

The changes include the
stipulation that labels must read
“Ask your doctor or pharmacist
before use of the medicine in
children suffering dehydration

through diarrhoea and/or vomiting”.

The statement will appear on all
non-prescription NSAIDs with
dosage advice for infants and kids.

“This has always been a critically
important counselling issue for
patient safety, which even health
professionals overlook at times, but
it is well established that taking
NSAIDs whilst fluid-depleted from
any cause even for a short period
can lead to compromised kidney
function and even acute renal
failure,” said Pharmacy and Drug
Information Consultant, Ron Batagol.
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Mental health pharmacists

PHARMACISTS can and should
play an important role in mental
health, according to the
Pharmaceutical Society of Australia.

Last year around 29m prescriptions
were dispensed for mental health
medications, a figure which the PSA
says brings to the forefront the fact
that pharmacists are on the
frontline of one of the most
significant health issues in Australia.

“Last week was Mental Health
Week which focused attention on
the issue but pharmacists deal with
patients suffering from mental
health conditions 365 days a year,”
said PSA President, Grant Kardachi.

At present the PSA is developing a
Framework for Pharmacists as
Members of the Mental Health

The future of pharmacy

THE Pharmacist Coalition for
Health Reform has outlined its
vision for the future, saying it sees
Australian pharmacists working in
healthcare teams to provide
integrated care for patients in GP
practices, clinics, hospitals,
rehabilitation centres and
community health centres.

The vision, described by PCHR
spokesperson Liesel Wett, also
included pharmacists providing
follow up support for patients
leaving hospital; working in and
through Medicare Locals; and
working closely with aged care
facilities to support residents.

The vision also sees the provision
of funding for pharmacists to consult
in-pharmacy with patients or during
home visits, to review, monitor
and educate them about medicines.

Take responsibility

ENGLAND’S newest obesity strategy
centres around the importance of
personal responsibility, with the UK
government saying people need to
be honest with themselves about
the type and amount of food and
drink they consume.

The strategy has been called into
question by some, after the govt
rejected calls for a “fat tax”.

The new strategy will also see
councils encouraged to implement
physical activity programs.

Team which will provide
pharmacists with more skills and
will up their level of involvement
with mental health illness.

“The PSA is committed to seeing
that these consumers get the best
possible care and attention they
can when talking to pharmacists,
and that pharmacists have the
resources and knowledge on hand
to ensure that the patient is
appropriately treated and referred
to the appropriate health
professionals as necessary,” said
PSA Vice President Claire O’Reilly.

In the meantime, the PSA is
encouraging pharmacists to make
use of its current 5CPA programs
such as the Primary Health Care
and Working with Others initiatives,
as well as its Mental Health First
Aid Course.

“At the moment, with the myriad
of new facilities and strategies
being put in place, there is the
potential for confusion as to where
sufferers should be directed for
further assistance, and what
services and support are available
and where,” Kardachi said.
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Symbion rebranding

SYMBION Pharmacy Services is
rebranding its business name to
Symbion, to build on expansion
opportunities that are not limited
to pharmacy.

The rebranding follows the
company’s acquisition of the
veterinary wholesaler Lyppard.

“Changing our corporate company
name to Symbion is a subtle but
important change which reflects
the plans we have for the future,”
said Patrick Davies, Symbion CEO.

“Symbion Pharmacy Services will
continue to be a division of the
company and this name will still be
used for appropriate pharmacy
activities, however in most
instances the branding will change
to Symbion,” he added.

The new company name is
effective immediately, whilst the
new branding will roll out across
the business during October.

PD competition winner

CONGRATULATIONS to Maria
Lloyd of Care Pharmaceuticals who
was the lucky winner of last Friday’s
A’lchemy competition.

Visit

Each day this week Pharmacy Daily is giving
readers the chance to win a pack filled with Mint
Condition Lipgloss valued at $35.80, courtesy of

Australis.

Each pack includes four Mint Condition Lipglosses:
x1 Happily Ever Laughter, x1 Malice in Wonderpink,
x1 Freely Innocent and x1 An Evening With.

Get Your Lips in Perfect Condition!

Australis Mint Condition Lipgloss have been
specially named by our Facebook FANS! These lip | —
gloss beauties are packed full of nature’s goodness
to moisturise and condition the lips. Containing
nourishing vitamin rich Guava and Kakadu Plum
extracts, Shea Butter and Beeswax for extra
moisture and mint and cinnamon leaf oils for a
deliciously fresh sensation and full pout!

information and Become a FAN on Facebook

To win, simply be the first person to send the correct answer to the
following question to:
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able to put on shows with his pet
which saw the croc perform tricks
on command such as winking his

Enter Rapid Loss: this
revolutionary “fullness” shake

combined with support program COMMUNITY good eye, lifting his head and tail
was put together by Ray Kelly, a Pharmacy Teacher out of the water and rolling over
Sports Physiologist who worked at the Coffs and allowing Gilberto to stick his
on such shows as The Biggest Harbour TAFE head inside his powerful jaws.

Loser, and is changing,
sometimes saving, lives with the

campus, Linda

Johnson, has NEW meaning to having a head

dramatic weight loss achieved. become the first like a melon.

The program doesn’t teach vocational teacher. A Russian artist, Dimitri
you to make unhealthy choices in NSW to be Tsykaloy, is surprising the art
or swap every meal with a shake. approved as a W°r"? with his human skull

creations.

Instead it supports knowledge
of the right foods you to eat
while succeeding in weight loss

Right Way Trainer
and Assessor.
An initiative of

Fashioned out of fruit using
surgery favourites including axes,
saws, electrical drills, scalpels,

by substituting a maximum of the government-backed Service Skllls Australia, the Right Way program ;
two meals or snacks with Rapid focuses on quality training and assessment facilities; quality trainers and pincers and cot.ton w.ool pa.ds,.
Loss. assessors and quality learning resources. the skulls e d|sturb|n.g|y lifelike,
The key is teaching people “Participants in this industry recognition system must adhere to and following compllet|c2n are left
how to behave after they lose standards and provide evidence of quality through an application and to rot as part of the ‘art".
the weight. assessment process operated by SSA,” said Johnson.
This summer recommend a Speaking in the wake of Linda’s accreditation, TAFE Head Teacher, Trish
program that offers success, Field said “Linda puts a huge effort into maintaining and developing a very
health and support to everyone high standard of Community Pharmacy Training for our students, as well as
looking to achieve their weight their employer pharmacies.
loss goals and gain a customer “Linda has been instrumental in providing professional development
for life. opportunities for our local pharmacies,” she added.
Pictured above is Linda Johnson (right) with her student Debbie Linden. An apple a day keeps the artist in pay.
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