
Pharmacy Daily Friday 30th March 2012 T 1300 799 220 W www.pharmacydaily.com.au page 1

Friday 30 March 2012 MORE INFORMATION:
Contact David Patton : 0432 515 717

AUSTRALIA’S 
HIGHEST 

WHOLESALER 
PBS DISCOUNT

6.25%

AUSTRALIA’S 
HIGHEST Rx 
GENERICS 

DISCOUNTS

100%

AUSTRALIA’S 
LOWEST 

MEMBERSHIP 
FEE/MONTH

$99

AUSTRALIA’S 
BEST OTC 
SUPPLIER 

DISCOUNTS

TOP + 10%

NO GROUP CAN OFFER YOU ALL OF THESE BENEFITS!

Have you met your Synthon 
Business Manager yet?         
Email us at: Manager.au@synthon.com  

Synthon 

WELCOME to Pharmacy Daily’s
Continuing Professional
Development Calendar,
featuring upcoming events and
opportunities to earn CPE and
CPD points.
   If you have an upcoming event
you’d like us to feature, email
info@pharmacydaily.com.au.

31 Mar: Cardiovascular
Seminar;  2 - 7pm; Dubbo RSL
Club, Dubbo -
beryl.park@psa.org.au.

01 Apr: Cardiovascular
Seminar;  10.30am - 3.30pm;
Venue TBA, Orange -
beryl.park@psa.org.au.

04 Apr: Short Course:
Immunology 1;  7pm -
9.30pm; St Leonards,
Sydney, NSW; -
beryl.park@psa.org.au.

14 Apr: First Aid Certificate;
9am - 3pm; St Leonards,
Sydney, NSW; -
beryl.park@psa.org.au.

15 Apr: Cardiovascular
Seminar; 10.30am - 3.30pm;
Tweed Heads, NSW; -
beryl.park@psa.org.au.

Events Calendar

Wait for more change
   FEW patients will benefit from
the  Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme price disclosure reform,
according to the Generic Medicines
Industry Association (GMiA).
   Speaking in the lead up to
Sunday’s big changes, which will
see the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme undergo an overnight
average minimum 23% price
reduction (the largest single price
cut in the PBS history), GMiA said
“those who need most relief such
as concessionary patients (80%) all
pay the same co-payment
($5.80) regardless of the price the
medicines are sold to the
pharmacist”.
   “Nonetheless, it will be a
significant windfall for taxpayers,”
GMiA said, adding that this
reduction should provide relief to
the PBS and avoid any need to cut
any further into the PBS in the
upcoming Federal Budget.
   “For the sake of patients and
ensuring a secure and consistent
chain of supply, we need to get
those reforms bedded down first
before embarking on any more
policy change,” said Kate Lynch
CEO of GMiA.
   “Getting medicines to the
patient safely and on time is the
priority for the industry,” Lynch
added.

Australian clinical trial win
   PATIENTS have been granted
greater access to clinical trials,
following new investment by the
Government in the Australian New
Zealand Clinical Trial Registry.
   The investment, announced
yesterday by the Minister for
Health, Tanya Plibersek, will see an
additional $2.9 million set aside
over the next five years to support
the administration of the National
Health and Medical Research Council
Clinical Trials Centre and the
expansion of the centre’s Australia
New Zealand Clinical Trial Registry.
   “It is important that all
Australians who could benefit from
a trial are able to find out what is
available,” said Plibersek.
   “There are many stories about
recovery, improved quality of life or
longer life from participating in a
clinical trial conducted in Australia,”
she added.
   The expansion of the trial registry
will help Australians in remote and
regional locations access the latest
trial information, and will also make
it easier for them to enrol.
   In addition, the funding will
enable the registry to cut down on
the duplication of trials, by
encouraging research collaboration.
   MEANWHILE The investment
announcement has been described

as a “positive step in the right
direction” by Medicines Australia,
which cited figures showing that
between 2007 and 2012 Australia
suffered a 34% decline in the
number of new trials.
   “Australia needs to take urgent
action to rectify this situation,” said
Medicines Australia CEO Dr
Brendan Shaw.
   “That action includes finalising
the implementation of the
recommendations of the
Government’s Clinical Trials Action
Group,” he added.
   Shaw backed up his argument for
the implementation of the
recommendations, by saying that
according to the Government’s own
estimates investment in clinical
trials saves Australian taxpayers
around $100 million each year in
hospital and PBS costs.

Blackmores App
   BLACKMORES has launched its
own Mobile App which offers
pharmacy assistants and
consumers, “on the go” access to
extensive information and advice
about health conditions, natural
remedies, and the Blackmores
range.
   To download the App CLICK HERE.

ENTRIES NOW OPEN FOR INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS & ORGANISATIONS All winners will be announced at the  
NMS 2012 dinner on Thursday 24 May. 

For categories and more information go to 
www.nps.org.au/nms2012

ENTRIES OPEN UNTIL 20 APRIL

These prestigious accolades recognise at the highest levels 
efforts to improve medicines use and patient outcomes.

 NATIONAL MEDICINEWISE 

AWARDS 

http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.blackmores.com.au/
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.synthon.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/au/app/blackmores/id510249684?ls=1&mt=8
http://www.traveldaily.com.au/click/redirect.asp?url=http://www.nps.org.au/topics/nms/awards
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Reducing opioid errors
   FLAWS in the current method of
rotating opioids are contributing to
a growing number of opioid-
related fatalities in the US,
according new research.
   Published in Pain Medicine, the
research included the results from
a scientific literature review,
Review and Critique of Opioid
Rotation Practices and Associated
Risks of Toxicity, and a case study,
Overdose Deaths Demand a New
Paradigm for Opioid Rotation.
   The research found that
common practices for changing
from one opioid to another, may
be contributing to growing
mortality rates from overdose in
the US, with recent figures showing
around 15,000 die from opioid
overdose across America per annum.
   According to the research, flaws
in the rotation of opioids, including
prescriber error and the use of
inaccurate dose conversion ratios
found in published protocols, are
contributing to this growth.
   To this end, the researchers
suggested that when rotating
opioids that the original opioid be
reduced by 10%-30%, whilst the
new opioid is begun at the lowest
available dose.
   The researchers then suggested
that the original opioid dose then
be reduced by 10% to 25% per
week while increasing the dose of
the new daily opioid dose by 10%
to 20% (based upon clinical need
and safety).
   Lastly, the researchers said that
healthcare professionals should
provide sufficient immediate-
release opioid throughout the
rotation to prevent withdrawal and
keep pain levels down so the
patient is not tempted to take too
much medication.

Angioedema App
   VIROPHARMA, the maker of
Cinryze (C1 esterase inhibitor
[human]), has launched a hereditary
angioedema Family Tree Facebook
Application to help raise awareness
of HAE and to encourage testing
and diagnosis of the rare,
potentially life-threatening disease.
   See www.cinryze.com.

   AUSTRALIA needs an Essential
Care List scheme which would
ensure that sub-acute medical
products are available to patients,
according to the Medical Technology
Association of Australia (MTAA).
   The calls coincide with Wound
Awareness Week (28 March - 05
April), with the MTAA pushing for
an equitable, transparent, and
affordable system which would
allow increased care in the home.
   “Many essential care products are
funded in other countries, however,
there is no coordinated funding
system in place in Australia due to
complex Federal, State and
Territory based schemes,” a
statement from MTAA said.
   Speaking about the need for an
Essential Care List scheme MTAA’s
Chief Executive Officer, Anne
Trimmer, said that whilst there are
a wide range of sub-acute medical
products that can help Australians
to stay in their homes and enjoy
better quality of life through better

management of health issues,
there is disparate funding and
support for these products.
    “Bringing all schemes under one
umbrella via the Essential Care List
will ensure a coordinated approach
for healthcare professionals and
greater access and cost savings for
patients,” she said.
   “Australia’s growing population of
both elderly and chronically ill
people drives the imperative need
for government to review, and
invest in, solutions that improve
self-care and enable those who are
capable of doing so, to remain in
their homes,” the MTAA said.
   According to the MTAA an
Essential Care List scheme will not
only improve patient care, but it
will provide the Government with
immediate cost savings of $73
million through the integration of
existing schemes, and an overall
saving of $250m each year (the
cost of avoidable hospital
admissions).

MUMMIES have the answer.
   In the hunt for a miracle cure for
obesity, that does not involve
eating right or exercising,
scientists are looking to the
corpses of ancient mummies.
   Published in New Scientist the
research has suggested that
antibiotics may be causing obesity,
with scientists saying that the
drugs cause permanent changes
to gut bacteria leaving users at
greater risk of getting fat.
   As such, researchers took
samples from inside the guts of
mummified human remains found
in North and South America and
analysed them.
   Results from analysis of bacteria
found in the mummies indicated
that it is indeed very different
from modern day gut flora.
   "My first hypothesis would be
that chlorinated water and
antibiotics fundamentally changed
human microbiomes,” said
researcher Cecil Lewis of the
University of Oklahoma.
   "The association between
antibiotics and obesity is
important to explore.
   "It's too early to tell if it's a good
idea to repopulate our guts with
bacteria, but it's certainly an
important idea that requires
investigation," he added.

FORGOTTEN something? Put
down the fork.
   Overeating does not only
increase the waist line, but
researchers are now saying it may
double the risk of memory loss.
   According to a new US study
people aged 70 and over who ate
over 2,143 calories a day had
double the risk of being diagnosed
with impaired-memory disorder,
compared to those who ate between
600 and 1,526 calories a day.
   “We observed a dose-response
pattern which simply means the
higher the number of calories
consumed each day, the higher
the risk of mild cognitive
impairment," said the Mayo
Clinic’s Yonas Geda.

We need wound support?

This week Pharmacy Daily is giving 5 lucky

readers the chance to win an Olive Leaf

Australia prize pack.

Each pack includes 2 x Olive Leaf Oral Sprays

20mL formulated from a powerful blend of

freshly-picked Australian olive leaves and other

natural ingredients to freshen breath and help

maintain oral hygiene.

Olive Leaf Australia’s fresh-picked Olive Leaf

Extract is used traditionally to support a healthy

immune system but also assists in the

maintenance of normal heart function and

cardiovascular health.

Understand more about the original FRESH-

PICKED Olive Leaf Extract for immune,

antioxidant & cardiovascular support for your customers year

around and enrol in the itherapeutics training.

To win, simply be the first person to send in the correct answer to

the question below to: comp@pharmacydaily.com.au

Hint! Visit www.olea.com.au/benefits

WIN AN OLIVE LEAF AUSTRALIA

PRIZE PACK

Congratulations to yesterday’s lucky winner, Anne Van Heel from

Glenhaven MediAdvice Pharmacy and Wednesday’s lucky

winner, Kaylene Morris of Phoenix Medical Publishing.

Olive Leaf Australia’s Olive Leaf Extract is
made from olive leaves, are they?

a) Fresh     b) Dry    c) Frozen

Olive Leaf Australia’s Olive Leaf Extract is
made from olive leaves, are they?

a) Fresh     b) Dry    c) Frozen
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