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STOP TYPING START SCANNING

  Faster Dispensing

eRx means faster dispensing and fewer errors

Call your 
Apotex Territory Manager 
or 1800 APOTEX (276 839)

PROFIT 
OPPORTUNITY

NEWNEW

ANTI-FUNGAL NAIL TREATMENT

Call your 
Apotex 
or

PROFIT 
OPPORTUNITY

Three pages today
TODAy’s issue of Pharmacy Daily 

has two pages of news plus a full 
page from Gaviscon, which is “a 
physical barrier scientifically proven 
to keep acid in the stomach”.

For details on Gaviscon and its 
use to soothe reflux symptoms of  
GORD see page three.

PD had teamed 
up with Indeed 
Labs this week 

and is giving five 
lucky readers the 

chance to win 
the latest two 
products from 

their range. 
From the makers 
of award winning 
nanoblur, comes 
hydraluron the 

ultimate moisture 
booster and eysilix 
instant eye rescue 
with 10 peptides 
and 40% active 

ingredients.
To win, simply be 
the first person to 
send in the correct 

answer to the 
question below to: 

comp@pharmacydaily.com.au.

WIN EYSILIX & 
HYDRALURON

What is the main 
ingredient in hydraluron?

Congratulations to yesterday’s 
lucky winner, Zoe Blandford 

from PGA QLD.

350,000 signatures!
In just three weeks, pharmacy 

staff have collected 350,000 
signatures on the petition calling 
on the House of Representatives to 
take action to address the impact 
on jobs and patient services of the 
election-eve decision to change PBS 
pricing arrangements.

Guild executive director, David 
Quilty, said: “I wish to congratulate 
the thousands of pharmacists 
and pharmacy assistants around 
Australia for their mammoth effort 
highlighting the detrimental impact 
of the Government’s shock change 
to price disclosure”.

And Guild national president Kos 
Sclavos added: “I wish to thank our 
patients who are supporting us in 
such huge numbers. They know 
their services are at risk and they 
know the wonderful staff that look 
after them each and every day have 
their jobs on the line.”

SHPA primary care push
THE Society of Hospital 

Pharmacists says it believes 
the time has come to “radically 
restructure the manner in which 
professional pharmacist services 
are funded and how PBS medicines 
are reimbursed”.

In particular the Society is urging 
that pharmacist professional 
services should be funded through 
Medicare, “consistent with the 
funding of services provided by 
doctors, nurses and other allied 
health professionals”.

In a statement issued yesterday, 
SHPA said that while it doesn’t 
support inflated medicines pricing 
cross-subsidising professional 
services, it’s also concerned 
about the impact of “sudden, 
unnegotiated changes to the overall 
medicines and pharmacy services 
funding system that threaten the 
viability of community pharmacies 
as small businesses”.

“There should be a clear 
separation of the funding of 
medicines and pharmacist 
professional services, so that 
there is transparency around how 
taxpayers’ dollars are spent,” said 
SHPA President, Sue Kirsa.

She outlined an SHPA vision 

that the funding of medicines and 
pharmacy services should both 
support improved health outcomes 
for patients.

“Services provided by pharmacists 
should be available to all 
consumers no matter where they 
live or the location of the nearest 
community pharmacy,” she added.

“As front-line health professionals 
and medicines experts, all 
pharmacists should focus on what 
is valued about their role in health 
and that, wherever they work, in 
a community pharmacy or other 
setting, they deliver quality health 
services to consumers,” she added.

powering the better use of medicines

. . .add MemoCare and receive a special 
Annual MemoCare* Subscription Offer
*Usage fees apply

Subscribe Now
Click here
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AuTHOrITIEs in Ireland have 
launched a major investigation 
into how an elderly cancer patient 
was carried up to 25km in the 
baggage compartment of a coach.

Transport firm Bus Eirann is 
under fire for the incident, which 
apparently happened after the 
woman had received treatment 
for cancer in the city of Galway 
and was travelling home to 
Ballyvaughan in County Clare.

According to the BBC, as she 
climbed into the compartment to 
retrieve her bag upon arrival the 
coach moved off, and she wasn’t 
discovered until the next stop.

mOrE than half of teenagers may 
be sleep deprived, according to 
researchers at Oxford University 
in the UK.

Russell Foster, who’s 
Oxford’s Professor of Circadian 
Neuroscience, cited a range of 
influences including changing 
hormones along with the massive 
boom in Facebook, Twitter 
and electronic gaming as key 
contributors.  

“The data that’s emerging 
suggests that these computer 
screens and gaming devices may 
well have a big effect in increasing 
levels of alertness.

“That will make it harder to get 
to sleep after you’ve stopped 
playing,” Foster said.

In the case of teenagers, the 
problem is worse because “your 
biologically programmed to go to 
bed late and get up late,” he said.
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How mucH profit
do you make on the brands you sell?

✓  Excellent margins securing   
higher profit now and into 2014

✓ 100% Australian owned since 1947

✓ Not available in grocery

 ✓  Professional sales rep support

✓ Comprehensive online training

Quote “Pharmacy Daily” for 40% off 
your opening order today!   (conditions apply)

 Group buying power

 Best in breed generic offer

  Compete against grocery 
& other discounters

 Sales driven marketing program

 Minimum buys for best discount

 Head office support team

 QCPP coordination & assistance

  Retail analysis & 
benchmark reporting

 Complete shopfit coordination

  Merchandise optimisation 
& management

www.goodpricepharmacy.com.au

To find out how Good Price can help you compete in today’s changing landscape speak 
to Anthony Yap or Milton Burrell (07) 3907 0533
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Easyclinic, Easyscript and 
Solution Selling training.

convenient health advice
easy

your safe & convenient script service 

Contact: 
Shannon Kerr Ph: 02 9248 2661  

shannon@instigo.com.au

instigo offers 
a genuine 
solution to your 
professional 
services marketing

Offering a sustainable  
growth solution

Blackmores profit dips 10% 
 THE Blackmores group has 

delivered its annual results for 
2012/13, showing a 10% drop in 
net profit after tax to $25 million.

CEO Christine Holgate cited 
reduced margins in the Australian 
business, including higher than 
expected stock write-offs.

In particular, “challenges in the 
Australian retail market intensified, 
particularly for pharmacy 
customers, our core customer 
group, who are going through 
significant structural change.”

Holgate said that “the impact 
of the increased growth of larger 
customers as a proportion of the 
vitamins category, while smaller 
community pharmacies are 
declining, has brought challenges to 
the business”.

Margins were also hit by intense 
competition from other brands 
including deep discounting.

“Although we experienced margin 
declines in the year, our Australia 
business is still very profitable and 
the foundation of our company,” 
Holgate added.

Achievements during 2012/13 
included the eleventh consecutive 
year of record sales, significant 
progress in sales in the Asia region 
(up 14% to $60m), along with China 

and Macau launches.
Holgate also highlighted the 

successful Bioceuticals acquisition, 
the launch of the Blackmores 
Institute and partnering with major 
educational establishments.

“Expenses were prudently 
managed...this coupled with further 
operational efficiencies, improved 
treasury management and stronger 
profit contributions from other 
business, helped mitigate the full 
impact of lower Australia margins,” 
Holgate said.

Despite the challenges, 
Blackmores believes the overall 
market will grow as complementary 
medicines become more 
mainstream, with the company 
“well positioned to capitalise on 
this opportunity”.

“We continue to expect sales 
growth and to improve our profit 
performance in the coming year,” 
Holgate said.

State drugs/poisons
THE Therapeutic Goods 

Administration has updated its list 
of state/territory contacts for the 
drugs and poisons units, amending 
the entry for South Australia.

CLICK HErE to see the updated 
list of contacts.

GMiA health debate
THE Generic Medicines Industry 

Association has applauded shadow 
health minister Peter Dutton for 
his commitment to the ongoing 
stability of the PBS and the listing 
process, following the National 
Press Club debate between Dutton 
and Plibersek earlier this week.

Plibersek highlighted price cuts 
to 2500 medicines which have 
occurred under price disclosure, 
with GMiA ceo Kate Lynch saying 
that the regime “is reducing the 
price of medicines, and it is generic 
medicines that are driving savings 
to the PBS”.

Vyvanse launch
VyVAnsE (lisdexamfetamine 

dimesilate) has been launched in 
Australia by Shire Pharmaceuticals, 
having been TGA-approved for the 
treatment of ADHD.

It’s the first pro-drug stimulant to 
be approved in Australia for ADHD 
and provides long-acting efficacy of 
up to 13-14 hours.

New software for  
clinical pharmacists

A nEw software program called 
Pillpedia will launch this month, 
promising to “revolutionise” HMRs 
and MMRs.

It’s been created by clinical 
pharmacist Josh Al-Din, who said 
“understanding the role and needs 
of the pharmacists who conduct 
Home Medicine Reviews has 
allowed us to build software that 
will meet their needs in a way 
nothing currently available is able 
to achieve”.

Pillpedia features a MIMS drug 
interactions plug-in, which gives the 
ability to cross-check drug to drug 
and drug to allergy interactions.

“This is the first time our 
database has been used in this 
type of application,” said MIMS 
spokesperson Dinah Graham, with 
the software facilitating easier 
health professional communication.

Pillpedia enables easy information 
gathering from patients and a 
range of customisable reports, 
along with business management 
features such as invoice generation 
and auto-completion of Medicare 
claims plus generation of GP 
request referral letters.

See www.pillpedia.com.au.
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Most patients with heartburn don’t excrete 
excess acid.2 In fact, up to 80% of reflux 
disease (GORD) episodes are caused  
by transient relaxations of the lower 
oesophageal sphincter (LOS). This allows 
acid, pepsin and bile to reflux into the 
oesophagus and cause pain and damage.2-4

Gaviscon starts to soothe reflux  
symptoms within four minutes  
and lasts for four hours.1,5

A PHYSICAL BARRIER 
SCIENTIFICALLY 
PROVEN TO KEEP ACID 
IN THE STOMACH1,2


