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PBS ‘budget bright spot’
A SPECIAL edition of the “PBS 

Scorecard” produced by the 
Medicines Partnership of Australia 
has highlighted the stark contrast 
between the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme and other parts of 
the health system, with PBS Reform 
significantly slowing growth in 
government spending on medicines.

The budget forward estimates 
show that PBS expenditure as a 
percentage of GDP is expected 
to decline in each of the next 
four years, despite the country’s 
growing and ageing population.

Spending on public hospitals 
is forecast to rise by 17% in real 
terms, while the PBS component of 
the budget will rise by just 5%.

The PBS Scorecard also highlights 
the massive impact of price 
disclosure on the PBS, with 169 off-
patent drugs subject to the regime 
from 01 Aug this year.

“Every off-patent drug is subject 
to price disclosure, ensuring that 
taxpayers reap the benefit of the 
highly competitive market for 
these drugs,” the document says, 
highlighting reductions of between 
10% and 90% on the wide range of 
molecules affected.

Finally, the scorecard also collates 
ABS data to look at the growth 
in prices paid by consumers for 
medicines, in contrast to the 
growth in household incomes and 
overall inflation.

Over the last 20 years consumer 
medicines prices have risen 57%, 
compared to overall prices in the 
economy which are up 70%.

Median household income grew 
by 118% over the same period - 

much faster than medicine prices 
and in contrast to surges in other 
costs such as utilities and petrol.

Prices paid for medical and 
hospital services have also risen 
191% in the last 20 years, “so while 
certainly consumers may be feeling 
the pressure of higher prices for 
health costs, this has not been 
due to medicine prices,” the PBS 
Scorecard states. 

CLICK HERE to view the scorecard.
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Are you a young Pharmacist 
seeking career opportunities 

in (South East Qld) Community 
Pharmacy with the security 

of mentoring, a support 
network and a business focus 

on professional pharmacy 
services?

A structured management to 
ownership transition program 

will be made available.

For more information contact
Rhonda White  rwhite@whiteretail.com 
Kos Sclavos     ksclavos@whiteretail.com
Terry White        twhite@whiteretail.com

or phone (07) 3620 6300

The strength of Terry White 
Chemists and the support of 
respected industry leaders.

 

 

Blood pressure alert
THE Heart Foundation, along 

with the George Institute for 
Global Health, have called for an 
“evidence-based 21st century 
approach” to blood pressure 
management, in contrast to older 
notions of ‘hypertension’ as a 
disease rather than a risk factor for 
cardiovascular events.

A paper to be delivered today at 
the Heart Foundation conference 
in Adelaide claims that doctors and 
patients have become complacent 
about blood pressure, with a risk-
based approach not widely adopted 
in clinical practice - despite the 
fact that hypertension has been 
identified as the world’s leading 
health risk by the Global Burden of 
Disease Study.

The approach advocated would 
“ensure that all patients who 
will benefit from blood pressure 
lowing receive proven treatments, 
which will improve outcomes for 
individuals and could massively 
reduce costs across the Australian 
health care system,” the Heart 
Foundation said.

CoaguChek recall
ROCHE Diagnostics Australia 

has initiated a “recall for product 
correction” for its CoaguChek INR 
monitors, after a case in which a 
patient on multiple treatments 
received an ‘ERROR 6’ message 
rather than the INR value.

Sulphate to sulfate
THE British Pharmacopoeia and 

the European Pharmacopoeia have 
amended the official spelling of 
sulphate to sulfate.

All sulfur containing compounds 
such as sulfonates are affected, 
with PIs for all items to be updated.
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US President Barack Obama was 
in no danger of catching a chill 
from a brief rainstorm during an 
event at the White House on Tue - 
he has a crack team of marines at 
the ready to hold an umbrella.

Obama was holding a joint 
press conference with Turkish PM 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and when 
drops started to fall he said “Why 
don’t we get a couple of Marines.

“They’re gonna look good next 
to us,” he said - and they did 
(below), whipping out the brollies 
with military precision.

WELCOME to Pharmacy Daily’s 
events calendar, opportunities to 

earn CPE and CPD points.

If you have an upcoming event 
you’d like us to feature, email 
info@pharmacydaily.com.au.

31 May-02 Jun: PSA CPExpo, 
Hordern Pavilion Sydney - see 
www.psa.org.au/cpexpo. 

7-9 June: AACP ConPharm’13, 
Hilton Hotel Adelaide-   
www.conpharm13.com.au.

8 June: Multidisciplinary 
Diabetes seminar, University 
Club of WA - more information 
at medpharm.uwa.edu.au/cpd. 

11 June: CHC Effective 
Advertising Seminar, Rydges 
Hotel North Sydney NSW - 
details at www.chc.org.au.

21-23 June: NSW Pharmacy-
National Convention & 
Exhibition. For details see:   
www.nswpharmacy-nce.com.au

5-8 July: Australian College of 
Pharmacy’s Conference and 
Exhibition, Brisbane - see 
www.acp.edu.au.

10-14 Aug: Medici Capital 
Pharmacy Snow Business 2013, 
Mt Buller Vic - more info at              
www.medici.com.au.

04-07 Sep: Navigating the 
Future - Pharmacy 2013: 
The Pharmacy Management 
Conference; Sheraton Mirage, 
Port Douglas; More details at: 
pharmacyconference.com.au.

19-22 Sep: Medicines 
Management 2013, the 39th 
SHPA National Conference, 
Cairns Convention Centre - 
www.mm2013shpa.com.

11-13 Oct: Pharmacy Australia 
Congress in Brisbane - details 
www.psa.org.au/pac. 

14-16 Oct: Global Drug Safety 
Conference and Exposition, 
Brisbane - for more details 
email qldadmin@psa.org.au.

14 Nov: 2013 ASMI AGM, 
Conference & Awards - see 
www.asmi.com.au
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STOP TYPING START SCANNING

  Faster Dispensing

eRx means faster dispensing and fewer errors

Find out what
shape you’re in as 

a result of the 
April PBS changes 
with our Health 
Check calculator.

For your free check and the chance to 
discover long term strategies  

that will protect the profitability of  
your pharmacy, call us now on  

03 9860 3300 or email  
enquiries@pharmacyalliance.com.au

WIN AN INNOXA BEAUTY 
ESSENTIALS PACK

This week Pharmacy Daily is 
giving five lucky readers the 
chance to win an Innoxa beauty 
essentials pack including classic 
and new products across the 
Innoxa range.

NEW Innoxa Anti-Ageing & 
Firming facial serum – improves 
skin complexion to promote 
radiant looking skin. Specially 
formulated with anti-ageing 
ingredients to help fight signs of 
ageing.

NEW Antioxidant lip glaze – a nourishing lip glaze with high gloss 
and shine contains botanical and antioxidant rich ingredients to 
repair and condition lips. 

To win this great prize, be the first person to send in the correct 
answer to the question below to: comp@pharmacydaily.com.au.

How many lipstick collections 
does Innoxa have? 

Congratulations to yesterday’s lucky winner, Susie Patton from 
Griffith University.

How many lipstick collections 
does Innoxa have? 

ASMI pushing for S3 ads
THE Australian Self-Medication 

Industry says its proposal for an 
“alternative advertising model” is 
gaining momentum, with the move 
potentially set to permit brand 
promotion of all S3 (Pharmacist 
Only) medicines.

An ASMI update issued yesterday 
says the organisation has been 
working with the Guild and the 
PSA on the proposal, which “would 
be a major achievement for our 
industry,” the update said.

Under the proposed model, 
the emphasis will be on “creating 
consumer awareness about the 
condition and/or symptoms for 
which a particular S3 medicine 
is indicated,” along with the key 
role that pharmacists play in 
determining whether the medicine 
is appropriate for that consumer.

The concept was first presented 
at the Guild’s APP conference last 
year, with ASMI saying there are 
benefits across the sector.

The professional role of 
community pharmacists would be 
promoted, while industry would be 
encouraged to undertake research  

to “generate the regulatory 
data to support applications 
for rescheduling of appropriate 
medicines” from S4 to S3, which 
ASMI said would in turn result in 
increased access to medications.

Government would also benefit 
by making better use of available 
healthcare resources “by expanding 
the professional role of pharmacists 
in primary healthcare delivery”.

ASMI said discussions have 
included ways in which the model 
would provide adequate safety 
mechanisms, “while satisfying 
companies’ desire to promote 
these products”.

The proposed model was also 
recently included as part of the 
ASMI response to the scheduling 
framework review consultation.

Ulcerative colitis tick
THE US FDA has approved 

Simponi (golimumab) for the 
treatment of moderate to severe 
ulcerative colitis in adult patients 
who have shown inadequate 
response to other treatments.
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