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New role for Kos Sclavos
Former Pharmacy Guild of 

Australia National President, Kos 
Sclavos, has been appointed as 
a Senior Health Strategist with 
Australian based management 
consulting, technology and systems 
integrator Sinapse.

The move follows Sclavos’ 
resignation from his longstanding 
Guild role last week, with the 
Sinapse position complementing his 
other activities which see him as a 
director of Terry White Chemists, 
chairing the Guild’s APP conference, 
on the board of GuildLink and on 
the Queensland Branch of the 
Pharmacy Guild.

Sclavos also serves as an Assistant 
Commissioner for Allied Health on 
the Health Quality and Complaints 
Commission of Queensland.

He said his appointment to 
Sinapse “acknowledges the 
important role that community 
pharmacy and the pharmacist will 

play into the future.
“The health system is rapidly 

changing and as we move to a 
patient centric system, coupled 
with ‘e’ enablement, it is my view 
that health industry participants 
should be utilising the resources of 
the community pharmacy network 
and building stronger partnerships,” 
he said.

Pharmaceutical manufacturers, 
generic companies, pharmacy 
wholesalers and other industry 
players can significantly benefit 
from partnering pharmacies, 
Sclavos added.

Sinapse founding partner Con 
Tangalakis, who was formerly 
gm marketing for Sigma/Arrow 
Pharmaceuticals, said he was 
proud to welcome Sclavos to the 
company, describing him as a 
“pharmacy industry legend.

“Very few people in Australia 
understand pharmacy like Kos...
he has long been an innovator in 
pharmacy practice in Australia”.

Tangalakis said he believed that 
Sinapse can now bring even greater 
insight on the pharmaceutical 
sector, adding: “Kos adds another 
dimension to our company”.

 See www.sinapse.com.au.
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www.doseinnovations.com

Phone: 1800 003 673 or Email: enquiries@doseinnovations.com

PBS changes. Need a solution?
Call SmarterPharm for your pharmacy survival kit

Increase your financial performance, with choice and flexibility, by improving your wholesaler
trading terms, supplier and manufacturer deals and generic discounts.

SmarterPharm Business Development Managers:
Chris Chaviaras (Vic & Tas) 0466 711 702
Cathy Wilson (ACT, NSW & Qld) 0408 163 701
All other states 03 9842 2974
www.smarterpharm.com.au

Every 
day this 
week 
PD is 
giving 
one 
lucky 
reader 

the chance to win The Jojoba 
Company’s skin care pack.
Be travel savvy with The Jojoba 
Company’s handy essential 
5-step skin care set, convenient 
enough to pack into carry- on 
luggage or gym bags and vital 
for maintaining gorgeous, 
glowing skin.
To win, be the first person to 
send in the correct answer to 
the question below to:  
comp@pharmacydaily.com.au.

What are The Jojoba 
Company’s Eye Balm’s 

Key ingredients?

WIN THE JOJOBA 
COMPANY SKIN 

CARE PACK

Congratulations to yesterday’s 
lucky winner, Angie Lawson from 

HPS Pharmacies. The correct 
answer was 100%.

AusPARs update
THe TGA has released new 

Australian Public Assessment 
Reports on Inspra (eplerenone), 
Viread (tenofovir disoproxil 
fumarate) and Frisium (clobazam). 

Access information about 
AusPARs and all recent updates by 
CLICKING Here.

Lung function tests
HeaLTHpoINT has partnered 

with Lung Foundation Australia to 
make it easy for people to undergo 
a simple lung health checklist when 
they visit their local pharmacy.

More than 700 pharmacies across 
the country currently feature 
Healthpoint touchscreen units and 
iPads, which now include a simple 
yes/no questionnaire about risk 
factors and symptoms to identify 
any potential concerns with their 
lung health.

After completing the test patients 
are encouraged to talk to the 
pharmacist about the results.

“It is important to have these 
programs available in the 
community where people can 
access them independently,” said 
Lung Foundation Australia director 
of the COPD program, Elizabeth 
Harper.

“Symptoms of lung disease often 
creep up on people and they may 
attribute things like breathlessness 
to getting older,” she said.

Thus month lung awareness 
activities will take place around 
the company including mesothelia 
displays, Catch Your Breath 
COPD community walks, public 
information stands and more as 
part of World COPD Day.

FDA acts on shortages
THe US Food and Drug 

Administration has released a 
strategic plan which aims to reduce 
its response to imminent or existing 
shortages of medications.

The FDA has also issued a 
proposed rule which requires all 
manufacturers of “certain medically 
important prescription drugs” to 
notify the agency of a permanent 
discontinuance or temporary 
interruption to manufacturing likely 
to disrupt their supply.

Plans include the launch of a 
mobile app which will allow easy 
access to drug shortage information.
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WELCOME to Pharmacy Daily’s 
events calendar, opportunities to 

earn CPE and CPD points.

If you have an upcoming event 
you’d like us to feature, email 
info@pharmacydaily.com.au.

6 Nov: Exploring your options 
to building a better business, 
Brisbane, visit:   
www.guild.org.au/qld_branc

9-10 Nov: Medication 
Management Review Stage 
One Workshop, Perth; visit:  
www.acp.edu.au

10 Nov:  Dermatology – An 
Update on Allergic Drug 
Reactions & Common Skin 
Conditions, Royal Adelaide 
Hospital, see: www.psa.org.au

13 Nov: Better Pharmacy 
Futures Forum,  St Leonards, 
more info at: www.psa.org.au

14 Nov: 2013 ASMI AGM, 
Conference & Awards - see 
www.asmi.com.au

16-17 Nov: NSW Pharmacy in 
focus, Newcastle; visit  
www.psa.org.au. 

17 Nov: New and Emerging 
Treatments in Diabetes 
workshop, Gold Coast; visit 
www.psa.org.au

19 Nov: Keeping It Going QCPP 
Maintenance, St Leonards, 
see: www.guild.org.au

21-23 Feb 2014: CPD by the 
SEA - NSW Convention; see 
www.cpdbythesea.com.au

13-16 Mar 2014: Pharmacy 
Guild of Australia Annual 
National Conference APP 
2014, Gold Coast - see  
www.appconference.com

events Calendar

• Cost Effective   
• Targeted    
• Easy

For details call us today: 1300 799 220

Advertise with us 
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Pharmacist Manager & Retail Manager
Looking for a Tree Change? 
We are currently recruiting for a Pharmacist Manager & Retail 
Manager for Terry White Chemists, Armidale, NSW.
If you have what it takes, don’t delay and come work for 
Australia’s Leading Pharmacy Brand! 

For more information or to send your application, 
please email employmentopps123@gmail.com 

Cenovis kicks a goal

CeNovIs has entered into a 
new sponsorship for Australia’s 
Socceroos as the national soccer 
team’s official vitamin partner.

A TV campaign, extensive digital 
activity and outdoor advertising 
will back the partnership, creating 
opportunities for pharmacy 
customers and consumers to 
support the Socceroos.

Luke Fitzgerald, Director of Sanofi 
Consumer Healthcare (the makers 
of Cenovis) said the partnership 
was the most exciting in the brand’s 
long history. 

“Cenovis has been supporting 
Australian families with great 
quality products for more than 70 
years,” he said. 

“Those same great products will 
now support the entire Socceroos 
family as they gear up for Brazil and 
beyond, and that’s something we 
are immensely proud of.

“Football is hugely popular with 
Australian families and is one of 
the fastest growing sports among 
youngsters nationwide. 

“Our partnership with the 
Socceroos marks an ambitious 
direction for Cenovis that will 
cement the brand front and centre 
within the family vitamin segment.”

Football Federation Australia ceo 
David Gallop welcomed the deal, 

saying that “both Cenovis and 
football have shared interests in 
promoting health and well-being in 
the community.

“The timing of this partnership 
comes as football is enjoying 
unprecedented popularity and 
is a sign of our presence in the 
mainstream of Australian society.”

Initially encompassing a range 
of display options, Fitzgerald said 
the partnership would include a 
number of exciting promotions 
in 2014 that “will offer pharmacy 
employees and customers fantastic, 
exclusive opportunities to get 
behind the Socceroos.” 

Pharmacy customers wanting to 
get involved can call 1800 451 453.

soCCeroo mid-fielder Matt McKay with Luke Fitzgerald and two aspiring hopefuls.

Aspen APC report
aspeN Pharma P/L has posted 

its 2013 annual report and 
plan relating to the Australian 
Packaging Covenant, the voluntary 
government initiative designed to 
reduce environmental impacts of 
packaging disposal.

CLICK Here to see the report.

Bronchitol on PBS
a new PBS listing for Bronchitol, 

developed by Australian 
pharmaceutical firm Pharmaxis, 
has taken effect from today, which 
simplifies access to the medication 
for cystic fibrosis patients.

Bronchitol (mannitol) is a dry 
powder delivered via a portable 
inhaler which can improve lung 
function for CF sufferers.

The new listing removes a 
requirement for patients to show 
a 10% increase in lung function 
in order to continue having their 
treatment subsidised.

The “10% increase rule” will be 
replaced with a new set of criteria 
which will give greater flexibility to 
patients and their clinical team in 
deciding on continuing treatment.

A lung function test will still be 
involved but this will occur after 
three months rather than four 
weeks of treatment.

http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.guild.org.au/qld_branch
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.acp.edu.au
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?https://www.psa.org.au/events/sa-events
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?https://www.psa.org.au/download/events/nsw/131003%20fly%20BPFF%20St%20Leonards%2013Nov13.pdf
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.asmi.com.au/events/default.aspx
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?https://www.psa.org.au/download/events/nsw/NSW_Pharmacy_in_Focus_program_Newcastle_brochure.pdf
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.psa.org.au/download/events/qld/131008-Gold-Coast-New-and-Emerging-Treatments-in-Diabetes-flyer.pdf
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.guild.org.au/docs/default-source/nsw-branch-public/training-events/Calendar-of-Events/calendar-of-events.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.cpdbythesea.com.au
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.appconference.com
http://www.pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.pharmacydaily.com.au
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.covad.com.au/
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.aspenpharma.com.au/news/article/index/id/187/Australian%20Packaging%20Covenant%20-%20Aspen%20Report%202013


Friday 01 Nov 2013 PHARMACYDAILY.COM.AU

editors Bruce Piper and Mal Smith email info@pharmacydaily.com.au advertising Magda Herdzik email advertising@pharmacydaily.com.au page 3
Pharmacy Daily is a publication for health professionals of Pharmacy Daily Pty Ltd ABN 97 124 094 604. All content fully protected by copyright. Please obtain written permission from the editor to reproduce any material. While every care has been taken in the 

preparation of Pharmacy Daily no liability can be accepted for errors or omissions. Information is published in good faith to stimulate independent investigation of the matters canvassed. Responsibility for editorial is taken by Bruce Piper.

Just one click away from
keeping up to date with all
the breaking news as it
comes to hand...

Follow us on:

NEW PRODUCTS
Flutiform (fluticasone propionate 
and eformoterol fumarate 
dehydrate) is a combination product 
for asthma. Fluticasone propionate is a 
synthetic trifluorinated glucocorticoid 
with potent anti-inflammatory activity 
in the lungs when administered by 
inhalation. Eformoterol fumarate 
is a potent long-acting, selective 
β2-adrenergic receptor agonist. As 
with other combinations of inhaled 
corticosteroids and long-acting 
β2-adrenergic agonists, the additive 
effect produces a reduction in the 
exacerbation of asthma. Flutiform 
inhaler is indicated for the regular 
maintenance treatment of asthma 
where the use of a combination 
product (an inhaled corticosteroid 
and a long-acting β2-agonist) is 
appropriate. Flutiform is available as 
a pressurised inhalation in 3 different 
strengths, each containing 120 
actuations.

Istodax (romidepsin) is an anti-
neoplastic agent that belongs to the 
class of drugs known as histone 
deacetylase (HDAC) inhibitors. 

Romidepsin has been shown to have 
pleiotropic activity including HDAC 
inhibition, induction or repression of 
gene expression, cell cycle arrest, cell 
differentiation, cell growth inhibition, 
and induction of apoptosis. Istodax 
is indicated for the treatment of 
peripheral T-cell lymphoma in patients 
who have received at least one prior 
systemic therapy. Istodax is available 
as a powder for concentrate for 
solution for infusion with solvent in a 
single use vial in packs of 1’s.

Nesina (alogliptin benzoate) is an 
orally bioavailable reversible inhibitor 
of the enzymatic activity of dipeptidyl 
peptidase-4 (DPP-4), an enzyme that 
rapidly degrades incretin hormones. 
DPP 4 inhibition increases circulating 
blood levels of endogenous incretins. 
Nesina is indicated to improve 
glycaemic control in adult patients 
(≥ 18 years old) with type 2 diabetes 
mellitus when diet and exercise do 
not provide adequate glycaemic 
control, as add on to metformin, a 
sulphonylurea, a thiazolidinedione, 
insulin (with or without metformin), or 
in combination with metformin and a 

thiazolidinedione when dual therapy 
does not provide adequate glycaemic 
control. Nesina is available as a 6.25 mg, 
12.5 mg and 25 mg film coated tablet 
in packs of 28’s.

Tafinlar (dabrafenib mesilate) 
is an ATP-competitive inhibitor of 
certain RAF kinases (BRAFV600E, 
BRAFV600K). Tafinlar is indicated for 
the treatment of patients with BRAF 
V600 mutation positive unresectable 
stage III or metastatic (stage IV) 
melanoma. Confirmation of BRAF 
V600 mutation using an approved/ 
validated test is required for selection 
of patients appropriate for Tafinlar 
therapy. Tafinlar is available as 50 and 
75 mg capsules in bottles of 120’s.

Tecdifera (dimethyl fumarate 
(DMF)) is an immunomodulator. 
Nonclinical studies indicate that 
pharmacodynamic responses to DMF 
appear to be mediated, at least in 
part, through activation of the Nuclear 
factor (erythroid-derived 2)-like 
2 (Nrf2) transcriptional pathway, 
which is a critical cellular defence 
system for responding to a variety 

of potentially toxic stimuli through 
up-regulation of antioxidant response 
genes. The mechanism by which DMF 
exerts therapeutic effects in multiple 
sclerosis is not fully understood. 
Tecdifera is indicated in relapsing MS 
to reduce relapse frequency and delay 
disability progression. Tecdifera is 
available as 120 mg capsules in blister 
packs of 112’s and 240 mg capsules in 
blister packs of 56’s.

NEW PRESENTATIONS
PEG-Intron (peginterferon alfa-2b 
(rbe)) is now available as PEG-Intron 
Clearclik Injector containing a single 
use disposable injection pen with 
two chamber cartridge for powder 
for injection and solvent (water for 
injections) with one injection needle 
and two cleansing swabs.

NEW INDICATIONS
Prevanar 13 (pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccine) is now 
indicated in the active immunisation 
for the prevention of disease caused 
by Streptococcus pneumoniae 
serotypes 1, 3, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, 7F, 9V, 

14, 18C, 19A, 19F and 23F (including 
invasive disease, pneumonia and 
acute otitis media) in infants and 
children from 6 weeks up to 17 years 
of age.

Revolade (eltrombopag olamine) 
is now indicated for the treatment 
of thrombocytopenia in patients 
with chronic hepatitis C to allow 
the initiation and maintenance of 
interferon-based therapy.

Zytiga (abiraterone acetate) is 
now indicated with prednisone or 
prednisolone for the treatment of 
patients with metastatic advanced prostate 
cancer (castration resistant prostate 
cancer) who are asymptomatic or 
mildly symptomatic after failure of 
androgen deprivation therapy.

NEW CONTRAINDICATIONS
Zytiga (abiraterone acetate) is now 
contraindicated in patients with severe 
hepatic impairment.

This list is a summary of only some of 
the changes that have occurred over 
the last month. Before prescribing, 
always refer to the full product 
information.

November MIMS Monthly Medicine Update

DISPENSARY
CORNER

auTHorITIes in the European 
Union have been grappling with 
the slippery issue of what goes 
into the toilet - and specifically 
how much water is needed to get 
rid of it.

A three year investigative 
project has found widespread 
variation in toilet flushing habits 
across the continent, including 
both plumbing and “cultural 
aspects” of behaviour.

Britons, for example, use twice 
as much water to flush as people 
from Finland - but not as much as 
those wasteful people who live in 
Luxembourg.

A new EU proposal will set a 
new voluntary ‘Ecolabel’ standard 
specifying a maximum flush 
volume of six litres.

Some members of the European 
Parliament have slammed the 
project as evidence of excessive 
regulation and red tape.

NYC lifts smoking age
auTHorITIes in New York have 

voted in favour of a move which 
will see the minimum age for 
smoking increased to 21 years.

The initiative, which would also 
apply to electronic cigarettes, has 
been approved by the city council 
but awaits the signature of Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg.

Cited as a “significant public health 
initiative,” the move is a response 
to statistics which show that more 
than 95% of cases of addiction 
involving nicotine originate with 
smoking before age 21.

UK minor ailments
eNGLaNd’s NHS is “very 

unlikely” to agree to a pharmacy 
minor ailments scheme for at least 
another two years, according to 
the UK’s Pharmaceutical Services 
Negotiating Committee.

Chemist & Druggist reports that 
PSNC ceo Sue Sharpe told the 
All-Party Pharmacy Group peak 
body that NHS England is only just 
starting to develop its primary care 
strategy, with the project taking the 
government “well into next year”.

The scheme aims to make 
treatments for common and minor 
conditions more accessible to 
patients, reducing the load on GPs 
and other urgent care services.

GSK Gates partnership
GLaxosmITHKLINe has 

announced a new joint initiative 
with the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, which aims to make 
vaccines more resistant to heat.

Both parties will invest a 
combined $1.8 milion in early 
stage research into vaccine 
thermostability, with the move 
unveiled as part of the Vaccine 
Discovery Partnership at an event 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

“Developing a thermostable 
adjuvant is an important and 
ambitious goal,” said Emmanuel 
Hanon, GSK’s senior vice president 
for Vaccine Discovery and 
Development.

“This partnership is the starting 
point for research into an exciting 
area of biomedical technology 
that has the potential to overcome 
a significant and long-standing 
barrier to vaccine access in 
developing countries,” he said.

The project will initially focus on 
the adjuvant AS01 which is used 
in GSK’s RTS,S malaria vaccine 
candidate in late stage development.

PBS Nov update
THe Schedule of Pharmaceutical 

Benefits has been updated, with 
www.pbs.gov.au now detailing new, 
amended and deleted items.

Also available is the full list of 
formulary allocations, drugs subject 
to Expanded and Accelerated Price 
Disclosure, and ex-manufacturer 
prices.

EMA invites comment
THe European Medicines Agency 

has released a concept paper for 
public consultation on the need to 
revise the guideline on medicines 
for the treatment of Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementias.

The move follows recent progress 
which suggests that changes 
associated with the disease start to 
occur 10-20 years before symptoms 
- access the draft concept paper by 
CLICKING Here.
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