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Your store can benefit from LAM's flexibility to promote products and 
prices specific to your local market. 

Local Area Marketing
• Create your own marketing campaigns
• Choice of existing or customised templates
• Additional catchment area opportunities

For more information call 1800 036 367 or visit www.pharmacychoice.com.au

 

 

MAXIMISING
EFFICIENCY

www.doseinnovations.com

Phone: 1800 003 673 or Email: enquiries@doseinnovations.com

INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY THROUGH 
AUTOMATION

MEDICATION PACKING MACHINES

TOSHO
XANA 4001U2 XANA 2400CE

For the first time ever, customers 

can compare and purchase health 

cover at participating pharmacies 

across Australia, in-store and on-

line. Be a part of history or watch 

your competitors do it instead.

Get yourself Covad.

Don’t miss
the boat,

future proof
your 

pharmacy
now.

You can be a part of the 
future of pharmacy.
Get yourself Covad.

Call 1300 788 467 or visit us at 
www.covad.com.au

Prescribing pathway tick
HealtH ministers from across the 

country have formally approved the 
Health Professionals Prescribing 
Pathway (HPPP) which will provide 
a way for health professionals, 
other than medical practitioners, to 
prescribe medications. 

The ministers were assembled 
in Launceston, Tas for a meeting 
of the Standing Council on Health 
(SCoH), which was chaired by 
Michelle O’Byrne, Tasmanian 
Minister for Health.

The HPPP sets out the steps 
required for a health professional 
to achieve safe and competent 
prescribing of medicines within 
their scope of practice.

The Health Professionals 
Prescribing Pathway project is 
an initiative of Health Workforce 
Australia, with the development 
of the final document following 
almost two years of work and 
public consultations.

Health Workforce Australia says 
that improvements to productivity 
and flexibility across the sector 
are vital if the growing demand for 
healthcare is to be met.

The national approach to 
prescribing by health professionals 
other than doctors covers 
concepts such as prescribing 

models, competency attainment, 
registration and endorsement and 
safety, quality and practice issues.

Other topics on the SCoH agenda 
included the “troubled” e-Health 
program, immunisation strategy, 
banning smoking in prisons, the 
tobacco excise’s expected impacts 
both on tax income and on quit 
rates, tax concessions and concerns 
about the rising cost of treating 
foreign nationals in Australian 
public hospitals.

Scheduling decisions
tHe Poisons Standard has been 

updated to reflect decisions made  
by the Advisory Committee on 
Chemicals Scheduling and the 
Advisory Committee on Medicines 
Scheduling at recent meetings.

Scheduling decisions confirmed 
by the delegate of the Secretary 
to the Dept of Health relate 
to Catechol, Iodocarb, cocoyl 
glycinate, deltamethrin, ioratadine, 
hexyloxyethanol, lurasidone, 
virotioxetine hydrobromide, 
hydroquinone and monobenzone, 
pradofloxacin and tylosin.

The TGA website has also updated 
details of ACMS & ACCS meeting 
dates and decision timeframes.
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• Cost Effective   
• Targeted    
• Easy

For details call us today: 1300 799 220

Advertise with us 

P H A RM A C Y D A I LY. C OM . A U

Get easy access to quality medicines  
information at a fair price

1300 118 120 www.ausdi.com.au

Sign up for a FREE trial today

ADVANCE PURCHASE PRICES                       
NOVEMBER 1 – DECEMBER 31, 2013  

To order call 08 8313 6977 
or go to www.amh.net.au

BEAT THE PRICE RISE 
AND SAVE $$$ ON THE 
2014 EDITION OF AMH

Fantastic New Price!
AMH Online + AMH Mobile

Advance 
your
practice
in 2014  

Develop your expertise 
with a postgraduate 
qualification from 
Australia and the 
Asia-Pacific’s No.1 
Faculty for Pharmacy.

n Clinical pharmacy
n Pharmacy practice
n Wound care

Enrol in 2014 to avoid changes 
that may extend your course 
duration. (Applies to students 
enrolling in coursework masters 
who graduated without honours.)

Applications close 30/11/2013
www.monash.edu/pharm

CRCIOS Provider: Monash University 0008C

ORDER NOW 1800 836 847
sales@thelimit.co.nz

www.thelimit.co.nz

NPS recruitment
NPS MedicineWise is looking for 

an epidemiologist and an health 
economist, both to design and 
conduct research studies.

The full-time roles are based in 
Surry Hills, NSW - for details see 
www.nps.org.au.

Mater launches range
auStralia’S largest provider 

of maternity care, Mater Mothers’ 
Hospital, has released a range of 
baby care products developed by 
Mater midwives and mums and 
“backed by years of research and 
development.”

The range includes Mater Baby 
Wash, and Baby Moisturiser both 
specially developed for a newborn 
baby’s skin as well as nappies, baby 
wipes, nappy balm, maternity pads 
and nursing pads.

The Mater Mothers’ Hospital 
welcomes >10,000 babies into the 
world every year - this represents 1 
in every 7 Queenslanders.

Pharmacists wanting to stock the 
products can ring 1300 162 837.

Pharmacy marijuana
a bill passed by legislators in the 

US state of Michigan could pave 
the way for medical marijuana to 
be available from pharmacies by 
creating a mechanism for so-called 
“pharmaceutical-grade” cannabis.

Under the legislation, doctors 
would be able to recommend that 
patients be issued “enhanced” 
cannabis cards - different to those 
currently used to access medical 
marijuana by about 130,000 
residents of the state.

Implementation of the legislation 
is contingent upon the federal 
government reclassifying marijuana 
as a Schedule 2 controlled 
substance, which would give it 
medical legitimacy and would allow 
pharmacies to dispense it. 

Marijuana is currently a Schedule 
1 controlled substance, which the 
federal government still considers 
to be an illegal substance with no 
medical benefit.

EMA caution on meds
tHe European Medicines 

Agency’s Pharmacovigilance Risk 
Assessment Committee (PRAC), 
has issued cautions on the use of 
cancer therapy Iclusig (ponatinib) 
and meds containing acipimox. 

CliCK Here for full details.

SHPA urges 7 day coverage
tHe Society of Hospital 

Pharmacists of Australia has 
highlighted a new study which 
found a significantly increased risk 
of death due to medicine related 
problems for patients admitted to 
hospital on the weekend.

The researchers looked at over 
3 million admissions to NSW 
hospitals in 2000-2007, with SHPA 
saying it shows “why we need 
seven days/week clinical pharmacy 
services in hospitals”.

Patient groups identified as 
having significant risks after 
weekend admissions “are also likely 
to require multiple medicines and 
be most at risk of medicine-related 
problems,” the SHPA added.

SHPA said the population-based 
study (CliCK Here), published late 
last month in the British Medical 

Journal confirms the approach 
in the recently released SHPA 
Standards of Practice for Clinical 
Pharmacy Services, which says that  
pharmacist activities described 
support medication management 
plans, reduce morbidity, mortality 
and the cost of care.

“Pharmacy services should be 
available when patients require 
them, 7 days per week and for 
extended hours,” the standards say.

“Limiting services to business 
hours and 5 days per week reduces 
the timeliness of service delivery 
and may impact on patient care”.
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Pharmacy asthma checks
WyMediCal, the supplier of 

Able asthmatic support products 
manufactured by Clement Clark, 
has released a new 5-Minute 
Asthma Check-up program which 
it’s urging pharmacy assistants, 
pharmacists and other staff to use 
to educate every asthma customer.

The company says asthma 
outcomes can be improved, with 
more than 2.2 million Australians 
suffering from the condition and up 
to 90% of these patients not using 
their devices correctly.

“Many pharmacy staff do not feel 
as though they have the knowledge 
or confidence to make the right 
recommendation to asthma 
customers,” Wymedical said.

The aim of the check-up is to take 
the opportunity to educate asthma 
patients while they are waiting to 
have their script filled.

It focuses on the why and how of 
spacer device use, indicators that a 
doctor review is due, how to take 
a Peak Expiratory Flow reading and 
the correct use of an In-Check Dial 
to assess speed of inhalation for 
various common inhaler devices.

The free training program has 
been developed in consultation 
with Asthma Australia, with 
Wymedical also recently updating 
its asthma range of spacers, masks, 

peak flow meters, nebulisers, kits 
and bowls into a co-ordinated 
package.

A key part of the training is 
education on recommendations 
that a spacer be used with all puffer 
medications, enabling up to 90% 
more medication to get to the lungs.

CliCK Here to view the program.

Just one click away from
keeping up to date with all
the breaking news as it
comes to hand...

Follow us on:

Welcome to 
PD’s weekly 
comment feature. 
This week’s 
contributor is 
Richard Manthey, 
National Manager 
of Pharmacy 
Choice.

Use your data
Pharmacy, like most good retail 

businesses, has an abundance of 
data. But the real issue is how to 
use this data effectively.

The majority of pharmacies 
have a POS system and therefore 
have access to up-to-date data. 
Yet the reality is many stores 
don’t use the data effectively to 
make business decisions.  

According to management 
and consulting firm McKinsey & 
Co there are three rules to the 
effective use of data:

1)  The requirement to be able 
to correctly choose the data and 
data sources to use;

2)  The ability of the manager 
of the data to create models that 
turn that data into meaningful 
insights; and, most importantly

3)  The drive and ability to take 
those insights and turn them into 
valuable actions.

Getting a view on whether you 
have purchased stock effectively, 
the best companion products, 
information about customers’ 
buying patterns and other trends 
can help you to get a better 
return on your time and capital.

However, understanding these 
insights is one thing – knowing 
the actions required and how to 
implement them are another. 
On many occasions your retail 
support program can help guide 
you in the right direction, but only 
you can make the appropriate 
changes in-store to provide the 
right outcomes.

So, make sure you can access 
the relevant data; understand the 
action points that come from the 
insights and, importantly, how to 
implement them.

Weekly Comment
DISPENSARY
CORNER

WiNNiNg the lottery didn’t slow 
down a 67 year old UK man, who 
scored £8 million in the Lotto 
Lucky Dip last week.

Despite the massive windfall, 
Ron Elliott was straight back to 
work at his job at an aged care 
centre the next morning.

“I went to work as normal 
on Sunday. The residents are 
90 years old and many have 
dementia. I have to give them 
their breakfast, do their laundry 
and the housework,” he said.

“Because you work with old 
people who rely on you, you can’t 
just sort of take time off.”

WHat ethics committee 
approved this?

A US man says he’s hoping to 
be accepted into a medical trial 
in which he will be paid a large 
sum of money to have a testicular 
replacement.

Details are sketchy, with Mark 
Parisi revealing the plan during 
a segment on the Extreme 
Cheapskates reality show, which 
highlights the extremes some 
people will go to to save money.

“What you do is go in and you 
donate one of your testicles, they 
replace it with an artificial one 
and when you check out after 
14 days you get a cheque for 
$35,000,” he enthused.

Parisi said it’s one of a number 
of trials he’s participated in, 
including one where he was 
paid $5000 to test a medication 
targeting the haemorrhagic Ebola 
virus.

The Las Vegas man also 
expressed his disappointment 
in the Food and Drug 
Administration’s cancellation of a 
so-called “flatline” medical trial, 
which would have involved a 
simulated heart attack.

“What they do is stop your 
heart for one minute, but you still 
breathe ... stay there for 14 days 
and they pay $25,000.

“But the FDA kind of stepped in 
and stopped that,” he said.

The program will be shown on 
the US TLC network next week.

WIN A THURSDAY PLANTATION PACK

Cleanse, tone and moisturise with Thursday 
Plantation specialised skincare regime utilising 
the natural antibacterial power of Tea Tree 
Oil to maintain a clear complexion, naturally.
Restore radiant, young looking skin with 
Thursday Plantation 100% Pure Certified 
Organic Rosehip Oil. Rosehip Oil helps 
improve the appearance of fine lines, 
wrinkles, pigmentation and uneven skin tone. 

For more information visit: www.thursdayplantation.com. 

To win this great prize pack, be the first person to send in the correct 
answer to the question below to: comp@pharmacydaily.com.au.

Every day this week Pharmacy Daily is giving 
one lucky reader the chance to win a Thursday 
Plantation specialised 3 Step Skincare Program 
and Certified Organic Rosehip Oil.

 What are the steps in Thursday Plantation 3 Step 
Program, to maintain clear skin naturally?

FDA trims trans fats
tHe US Food & Drug 

Administration has announced 
its preliminary determination 
that partially hydrogenated oils 
(PHOs), the primary dietary source 
of artificial trans fat in processed 
foods, are not “generally recognised 
as safe” for use in food. 

Trans fat can be found in certain 
desserts, microwave popcorn 
products, frozen pizzas, margarines 
and coffee creamers.

PHOs have been shown to raise 
levels of so-called “bad” cholesterol, 
and although consumption has 
declined over the last 20 years 
“current intake remains a significant 
public health concern,” the FDA said.

A proposed FDA ban on trans fats 
is hoped to prevent an additional 
20,000 heart attacks and 7,000 
deaths from heart disease in the 
USA each year.
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