
Wednesday 29 Oct 2014 PHARMACYDAILY.COM.AU

Pharmacy Daily Wednesday 29th October 2014	 t 1300 799 220	 w www.pharmacydaily.com.au	 page 1

Ca hBack$50 

Conditions apply. 
See www.revitive.com.au/LVcash for details

Available 20th October - 31st December 2014

Offer Extended

WIN with MOR
This week Pharmacy Daily and MOR are giving five readers the 
chance to win a MOR Essentials Hand & Body Wash and Lotion.

Win a MOR Essentials Hand & Body Wash and 
Lotion Set, valued at $39.90 each. Start every day 
with skin that is cleansed and refreshed through 
a formula designed to help maintain essential 
moisture for soft, radiant skin. This wash and 
lotion duo is an every day essential for well 
hydrated skin. Extracts of peppermint and honey 
cleanse and invigorate, while a sheer blend of coconut oil and glycerin 
creates a weightless lotion that moisturises and soothes, leaving the 
skin refreshingly fragrant.

To win, be the first from WA to send the correct answer to:  
comp@pharmacydaily.com.au

What products are available in the  
MOR Essentials range?

Hint: www.morboutique.com
Congratulations to yesterday’s winner, Caitlin Morrison  

from the Department of Human Services.

2.3m using mental 
health PBS meds

THERE were more than 2.3m 
people accessing Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme mental health 
related medications in 2011, 
according to the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS).

Females were more likely to 
access these medications at 13.3% 
of all Australian females compared 
with 8.5% of all males, with 
antidepressants the most common.

The ABS said the proportion of 
the population accessing these 
medications increased with 
increasing age, with 34% of all 
people aged 75 years and over 
accessing one or more of these 
drugs in 2011.

CLICK HERE for more.

Alzheimer’s Oz new 
ceo

CAROL Bennett, former ceo 
of Consumers Health Forum of 
Australia, the Australian Rural 
and Remote Workforce Agencies 
Group (now Rural Health Workforce 
Australia) and the Victorian Alcohol 
and Drug Association, has been 
recruited to take the role of national 
ceo for Alzheimer’s Australia later 
this year.

Pharmacists spot tech errors 
PHARMACISTS spotted errors in 

medicine management software 
installed in several Queensland 
hospitals which had a 60% to 90% 
chance of causing serious harm 
or death at least once in the next 
month, according to a report leaked 
to Fairfax Media.

Fairfax reported that the Metro 
North Hospital and Health Service 
review had found that pharmacists 
monitoring patient records since 
the Metavision ICU software 
implementation had picked up 
“potentially serious” prescription 
errors caused by the system.

“While no events have resulted 
in actual patient harm, they are 
considered to be near misses with a 
high potential to recur.”

The Queensland Department of 
Health told PD the review was not a 
public document.

Metro North Hospital and 
Health Service Royal Brisbane and 
Women’s Hospital (RBWH) interim 
executive director Professor Darren 
Walters said the software was 
implemented in nine hospitals, 
and that the organisation became 
aware of the issue on Friday, 
taking “immediate and significant” 
measures.

No patients had been harmed at 
RBWH ICU due to the program, he 

said.
“Safeguards for issues raised last 

year were already in place prior to 
the software’s installation at RBWH 
in September 2014.”

A system upgrade by Metavision 
ICU supplier iMDsoft was being 
tested this week and rolled out next 
week if successful, he said.

Queensland Health director 
general Ian Maynard said he had 
begun a review of governance 
leading to implementation of the 
software with an urgent meeting 
occurring this week between 
a “senior Queensland Health 
executive”, pharmacists, clinicians 
and the software company.

CLICK HERE for more information.

Pharm reg cancelled 
for pseudo supply

A PHARMACIST’S registration has 
been cancelled following the supply 
of pseudoephedrine over two years 
in a quantity or for a purpose which 
did not accord with recognised 
standards of what was appropriate.

Tan Nguyen admitted the conduct, 
which involved more than 46,500 
packs of pseudoephedrine-based 
products, as well as the supply of 
517 packs of testosterone-based 
items and 161 packs of Nandolone-
based items from 2010 to 2012, the 
Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
NSW said.

Nguyen’s explanation for supply 
of the pseudoephedrine to the 
unknown persons was fear, based 
on their stature and what might 
happen if he informed police or his 
family, the Tribunal said.

He supplied steroid medication 
to a patient over six months who 
originally had a valid prescription 
but continued to supply the 
medication without a prescription, 
the Tribunal said.

Nguyen failed to persuade 
the Tribunal that he would act 
differently and it ordered his 
registration cancellation and a two 
year ban on review applications.

CLICK HERE for more.

HCP safety net call
MÉDECINS Sans Frontières has 

called upon health authorities 
around the world to urgently 
prioritise the provision of Ebola 
vaccination and treatment “safety 
nets” for healthcare professionals.

24% under co-pay
THE Department of Human 

Services processed about 72m 
under co-payment prescriptions 
from July 2013 to June 2014.

This was 24.4% of total 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
(PBS) and Repatriation PBS 
(RPBS) prescriptions and up from 
62m (22.7%) in 2012-13, the 
Department of Health said.

Antibiotic cephalexin had the 
largest number of under co-pay 
prescriptions at 2.2m, followed by 
amoxycillin at 2.1m prescriptions.

Proton pump inhibitor 
esomeprazole came in at 1.5m, 
while antidepressant sertraline saw 
829,749 prescriptions.

Warfarin came in at 200,441 
prescriptions.

CLICK HERE for more.
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Stroke bill of rights
A GLOBAL Stroke Bill of Rights 

was launched at the opening 
ceremony of the nineth World 
Stroke Congress in Instanbul. 

The document identifies the 
aspects of care that are important 
for stroke survivors and caregivers.

CLICK HERE for more detail.
MEANWHILE Monash University 

research, published in the journal 
Stroke, said the cost for intracerebal 
haemorrhage stroke 10 years after 
onset was $9,032 higher than 
previous estimates.

Investment in prevention was 
vital, the research said.

CLICK HERE to read.

FIP prize nominations
THE International Pharmaceutical 

Federation (FIP) is calling for 
nominations for the 2015 Høst 
Madsen Medal.

Member organisations or 
individuals of FIP may nominate 
an individual who has, over 
many years, contributed to the 
development of the pharmaceutical 
sciences.

The winner will be announced 
at the FIP World Congress 2015 in 
Düsseldorf, Germany.

Nominations are open until 31 
Dec.

CLICK HERE to nominate.

$200m for Ebola vax
JOHNSON & Johnson has 

announced a commitment of up 
to US$200m to hasten and expand 
production of its Ebola vaccine 
program in development at Janssen 
Pharmaceutical Companies.

The company said it was working 
closely with the World Health 
Organisation, the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
governments, and public health 
authorities on testing, production 
and distribution of the vaccine.

The funding included an equity 
investment in Barvarian Nordic to 
provide capital for the development 
of its vaccine, the company said.

MHRA drug seizure
THE UK Medicines and Healthcare 

products Regulatory Agency 
(MHRA) achieved the UK’s biggest 
ever single seizure of smart drugs, 
also known as cognitive enhancers 
or nootropics.

More than 20,000 units of 13 
different types of medicine, and an 
estimated £200,000, were seized, 
the Agency said.

HealthEase group
BLACKMORES subsidiary 

BioCeuticals, and several medical 
specialists, have formed the 
HealthEase group, which aimed 
to find “effective solutions” to 
complement orthodox treatments 
of chronic diseases, the company 
said, and has developed a 
practitioner-only product range.

Pharm in GP practices
THE UK Royal College of GPs 

chair has said there is potential 
for community pharmacists to 
be employed by GP practices to 
carry out medication reviews, the 
Pharmaceutical Journal reported.

CLICK HERE for more.

Med stockpile tender
THE Department of Health 

has called a tender for waste 
management companies for the 
destruction of expired, damaged or 
unused medical goods at the rest of 
the Department on an as required 
basis. 

Tender submissions close on 20 
Nov.

CLICK HERE for details.

Call for funded Xofigo
THE Prostate Cancer Foundation 

of Australia (PCFA) has called upon 
the prostate cancer community in 
Australia to lobby for funding for 
Bayer’s Xofigo (radium (223Ra) 
dichloride)  as a “game changer” 
for the treatment of castration-
resistant prostate cancer.

Xofigo has been approved by the 
US Food and Drug Administration 
in May 2013 and was approved 
by Australia’s Therapeutic Goods 
Association earlier this year (PD 06 
Aug).

PCFA ceo Associate Professor 
Anthony Lowe said that 
approximately 22,000 men in 
Australia living with advanced 
prostate cancer could potentially 
benefit from access to the drug.
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Health, Beauty 
and New Products

Welcome to our weekly feature with 
all the latest health, beauty and new 
products for pharmacy!

Suppliers wanting to promote products in 
this feature should email  
newproducts@pharmacydaily.com.au

DISPENSARY
CORNER

JUST listening to my iPod . . .
More than 2,400 candidates 

for a Chinese pharmacy licensing 
exam held in Shaanxi have been 
caught out cheating by receiving 
exam answers via earphone radio, 
the South China Morning Post 
reported.

 Police have arrested a group 
of scammers who sent fake 
candidates in to exam rooms only 
to leave early with the questions. 

Paid experts then transmitted 
the answers via the radio link 
to those who had paid for the 
service, the publication reported.

The cheaters were banned from 
exams for two years, it said.

CHOOSE your parents well.
Another story out of China 

raises issues around recruitment 
specifications but PD is doubtful 
you will want to adopt these 
principles.

Security guards in Dalian, North-
East China were surprised to 
find their salaries reflecting their 
physical stature, the Financial 
Review reported.

Workers over 180 cm were 
paid more because bigger guards 
made people feel safer, the 
publication reported.

A study out of Huazhong 
University of Science and 
Technology found that each 
centimetre above the mean 
added 1.5% to 2.2% to a woman’s 
salary, the publication reported.

UNUSUAL customers.
First it was a bear cub 

wandering into a pharmacy (PD 
23 Oct), now a pony has been 
captured on camera trotting into 
a Cheshire police station.

The pony stolidly ignored 
the security guard attempting 
to wave him away and took a 
mosey around the station, before 
heading back to his nearby field. 

CLICK HERE to view. 

New Cenovis Vitamin Gum available now
Cenovis has launched an exciting range of sugar-free vitamin gum, available in two formulas, across three 
flavours: Peppermint Stress & Energy contains vitamins which contribute to the reduction of tiredness and 
fatigue, normal energy production and normal nervous system function while Spearmint Multivitamin and 
Grape Multivitamin both contain 
vitamins which contribute to normal 
energy production and normal immune 
system function.

Stockist: 1800 732 273 
RRP: $2.49 ea
Website:  www.cenovis.com.au

Jack the Snipper strikes again with three offerings
Each Jack the Snipper (JTS) men’s styling product is developed with 
passion and integrity by its barber of 25 years - hence its JTS Original 
Men’s Styling Creme. This hair styling creme acts like a water soluble hair 
pomade but unlike other men’s pomade, this hair creme is easy to manage 
and washes out with water, keeping your hair manageable and styled. 
Working with the finest product developers in Australia, JTS says it has 
designed the perfect all-rounders for your bathroom. Also available are JTS 
Original Matte Creme and JTS Original Pomade.

Stockists:  02 6685 5775
RRP:  $22 each
Website: www.jackthesnipper.com

Dreambaby Stroller Bag for all of your baby’s essentials on the go
Get organised when you’re out and about with your little one with the new Dreambaby 
Stroller Bag in black. Simply attach it across the back of your pram and it’s ready 
to carry all of your on-the-go essentials for the baby (and you) including wipes, 
nappies, cups, bottles, toys, even a spare change of clothes and your purse.

Stockist: 02 9386 4000
RRP:  $9.95
Website:  www.dreambaby.com.au

Trilogy Rosehip Collection the ideal Xmas stocking filler
Trilogy believes skincare doesn’t need to be complicated with products created 
from simple and unique blends of the purest natural plant oils and botanical extracts 
working in perfect harmony to restore and maintain the natural vitality and radiance 
of skin. Trilogy Rosehip Collection includes Rosehip Oil Antioxidant+ (5ml), Vital 
Moisturising Cream (20ml), Cream Cleanser (30ml) and Hydrating Mist Toner (20ml).  

Stockist:  03 9533 1336
RRP:  $34.95
Website:  www.trilogyproducts.com

Just one click away from keeping up 
to date with all the Pharmacy Daily 
breaking news as it comes to hand
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