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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today has 

two pages of news plus full 
pages from: (click)

• PharmacyID
• Pharmacy Alliance

JUST 1 TEASPOON OR 4 CAPSULES DAILY
Research suggests the correct dose  

of fish oil needed to help reduce the  
joint inflammation associated with mild  
arthritis is 2.7 grams of omega-3 daily.

Proud supporters of

Always read the label. Use only as directed. If symptoms persist consult your healthcare professional.

Why are more customers 
demanding Licener?

licener.com.au  Always read the label. Use only as directed. Mayne Pharma International Pty Ltd ABN 88 007 870 984

Licener Single Treatment kills both lice and nits (eggs 
in just ten minutes. Stock up today!

Order via Sigma PDE 173104, API charge through or 
by calling 0422 822 832. 

�nd out more

Eczema Prone skin

Want to learn more about pharmacy - patients communications?
Attend our Accredited CPD Business Workshop Session

SATURDAY 14TH MARCH AT 10:00AM
GCCEC - Meeting Rooms 5&6

Visit www.medadvisor.com.au or call 1300 893 566 for more info!

MedAdvisor 
at APP2015!

Patients can attach photos of new scripts to 
Tap-To-Refill orders, providing even more convenience. NEW Snap-n-Send

VISIT MEDADVISOR AT STAND #130

For a chance to WIN 1 of 3 iPad Minis!

This activity has been accredited for 1.0 hours of Group 1 CPD (or 1.0 CPD credits) suitable for inclusion in an individual pharmacist’s CPD 
plan which can be converted to 1.0 hours of Group 2 CPD (or 2.0 CPD credits) upon successful completion of relevant assessment activities. 

G2015001G1

Review FDA 
accelerated approval

THE Breast Cancer Network 
Australia has recommended a 
review of the US Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) Accelerated 
Approvals Program as a possible 
model for Australia, to ensure early 
access to important new cancer 
drugs. 

In its submission to the Senate 
Standing Committee inquiry on 
the availability of new, innovative 
and specialist cancer drugs in 
Australia, the organisation cited 
the example of the FDA’s approval 
of pertuzumab in six months under 
the priority program.

CLICK HERE for submissions.

Managing vaccine 
anaphylaxis in store

VACCINATION in pharmacies 
has been safe, effective and 
successful in increasing coverage 
in a number of countries, but 
pharmacists will need to learn 
how to manage anaphylactic shock 
from vaccination, according to 
researcher Mary Bushell and her 
Charles Darwin University colleague 
Professor Patrick Ball.

The researchers have published 
in the latest issue of the Journal 
of Pharmacy Practice and 
Research with specific training 
recommendations around 
screening for risk of anaphylaxis, 
managing anaphylactic shock and 
other legal and medical procedures 
to follow.

CLICK HERE to access the full 
article.

FDA nods biosimilar
THE US Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) has approved 
Zarxio (filgrastim-sndz from 
Sandoz), the first biosimilar product 
to be approved in the United 
States.

The product is biosimilar to 
Amgen’s Neupogen (filgrastim), 
which was originally licensed in 
1991.

CLICK HERE for more.

Labor: make CPA neg public
MINISTER for Health Sussan Ley 

should commit to making the full 
details of her Sixth Community 
Pharmacy Agreement (6CPA) 
negotiations public, Shadow 
Minister for Health Catherine King 
has said.

Ley said Labor needed to answer 
“serious questions” about the $15b 
Fifth Agreement, following the 
Australian National Audit Office 
report which identified “persistent 
shortcomings in departmental 
record-keeping” related to the 
administration of the agreement 
(PD 06 Mar).

Minister Ley said she was “deeply 
concerned” by the findings, 
which went to the “core” of the 
agreement and its management, 
and would consider the report 
closely as part of negotiations for 
the 6CPA, SMH reported.

King said given Ley’s “strong 
words”, Labor looked forward to 
the Minister implementing the 
report’s findings, including making 
details of negotiations public 
and publishing detailed financial 
costing of “every aspect” of the 
Agreement.

King said the report showed 
the former government made 
“significant savings” in the 5CPA.

Estimated savings from the 5CPA 
initiatives were around $0.4b rather 
than the $0.6b estimated in the 
2010-11 Budget papers (PD 06 
Mar).

Australian Greens health 
spokesperson Dr Richard Di Natale 
said the report showed a need for a 
new process of negotiation, calling 
the agreement “devastatingly 

flawed”.
The party called for a public 

inquiry into the previous 
negotiation and development of a 
“new approach.

“We cannot allow the next five-
year agreement to be determined 
by the same process of closed 
door negotiations between the 
Department of Health and the 
Pharmacy Guild. 

“Neither the parliament or the 
community have any reason to 
place our trust in that process given 
the findings of the audit.”

Methadone program 
regulation review call

AN AMENDMENT to the 
Victorian policy for Maintenance 
Pharmacotherapy for Opioid 
Dependence has been 
recommended after an inquest.

In the Coroner’s report for Phillip 
Black, who died from combined 
methadone, diazepam, and 
clonazepam toxicity, Coroner Paresa 
Spanos recommended the Royal 
Australasian College of General 
Practitioners remind its members 
who prescribed methadone to 
regularly review the National 
Clinical Guidelines and Procedures 
for the use of methadone in 
the Maintenance Treatment of 
Opioid Dependence, and that the 
Maintenance Pharmacotherapy 
policy be amended to include 
mandatory compliance with the 
guidelines by prescribers as well as 
ongoing training and audit.

CLICK HERE for the finding.

PharmacyID - no start 
up costs

PHARMACYID is promoting its 
national identity service facilitated 
through pharmacies, which it says 
has no start up costs.

See page three for details.
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2015 Rural 
Pharmacy Forum
WITH Australian Pharmacy 

Professional (APP) conference 
getting underway on the Gold 
Coast this week, one of the 
sessions to watch out for is the 
2015 Rural Pharmacy Forum.

The standard of health care for 
rural and remote areas should be 
equal to the standards available 
in metropolitan areas. 

Community pharmacy is an 
essential part of a health care 
team dedicated to providing 
valuable primary health services 
across Australia.

There are a number of ways 
pharmacy can do more with the 
right support and working in 
partnership with the wider health 
sector. The Rural Pharmacy 
Forum on Thursday afternoon 
will provide pharmacists from 
rural and remote Australia the 
opportunity to come together 
to discuss and share information 
on innovative rural and remote 
pharmacy practice.

The Guild believes the 
professional training and 
knowledge of community 
pharmacists should be supported 
to be better utilised in rural, 
regional and remote areas, 
where access to other health 
professionals may be limited.

Guild Update

SNIFF out that thyroid.
Dogs are not only illicit drug 

sniffers but also cancer detectors, 
apparently.

With an olfactory system that 
has 10 times the sensitivity of a 
human’s, a trained dog has learnt 
to use its sense of smell to detect 
thyroid cancer in patients not yet 
diagnosed, according to an article 
in BBC News.

The canine thyroid cancer 
sleuth was successful in 30 out of 
34 cases including two patients 
who would otherwise have been 
falsely given the all clear, the 
article said.

The animal detects a subtle 
change in hormone levels and 
while the use of dogs would be 
impractical as a diagnostic tool, 
mimicking the dog’s olfactory 
system sensitivity may lead to 
a ‘mechanical nose’ that can 
detect these changes, University 
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
researchers told the publication.

Dogs had already been used to 
detect the presence of lung and 
bowel cancer or infections, the 
report said.

COSMETIC ephedrine?
If you noticed anyone buying 

a whole heap of hair and 
talcum powder products in your 
pharmacy recently, mystery 
solved.

Sydney Airport Australian 
Customs and Border Protection 
Service officers seized 
approximately 10 kgs of 
ephedrine concealed in cosmetic 
products on Wednesday.

A 28 year old Vietnamese 
traveller’s baggage held 18 
containers of hair and talcum 
powder products, some of which 
tested positive for ephedrine, 
Customs reported.

Maybe his quiff had a whiff of 
something squiffy, leading to his 
tiff.

DISPENSARY
CORNER

The Professional Pharmacy Group Alternative
LEARN MORE

This week Pharmacy Daily and Designer 
Brands are giving readers a prize pack 
containing a new look Mineral Eye Shadow, 
Beyond Amplifying Mascara and  
two Kohl Pencils*.
Eyes are often the focal point of make-up 
and Designer Brands’ All About Eyes promo celebrates their 
hottest selling on-trend eye products, a must for every 
makeup lover. Designer Brands’ Beyond Amplifying Mascara 
has a new formulation with Argan Oil and Lash Food 
Complex, the company says. The prize pack also includes 
new look Mineral Eye Shadow, and two Kohl Eye Pencils. 

To win, be the first person from QLD to send the correct answer to 
the following question to: comp@pharmacydaily.com.au

Does Beyond Amplifying Mascara contain a high tech tubing 
formula?                Need a hint? Click here.

Congratulations to yesterday’s winner, Felicia Woong from Pikes Day & Night Pharmacy.

*Shade will be chosen at random

SHPA member grants
THE Society of Hospital 

Pharmacists of Australia (SHPA) has 
announced grant opportunities for 
its members.

The Fresenius Kabi Cancer 
Services grant is valued at up to 
$5,000 to enable members working 
in oncology, haematology, stem cell 
transplantation or palliative care to 
engage in a preceptorship or attend 
a conference.

The Pfizer Pharmacy Grant 
enables a member to attend a 
relevant conference or undertake a 
preceptorship.

Details with closing dates are 
available by CLICKING HERE.

PPA Facebook 6CPA 
delay petition

PROFESSIONAL Pharmacists 
Australia (PPA) has launched a 
social media driven petition seeking 
to delay the negotiation of the Sixth 
Community Pharmacy Agreement 
(6CPA) while the government 
investigates fully the report from 
the Australian National Audit 
Office which found “persistent 
shortcomings” in record-keeping by 
the Department of Health (PD 06 
and 09 Mar).

CLICK HERE for the Facebook link.

DUSC: high gliptin 
use ‘concerning’

THE Drug Utilisation Sub-
Committee (DUSC) has said the 
apparent high use of a gliptin with 
metformin in lieu of a sulfonylurea 
with metformin is “concerning”.

Analyses from the October 2012 
and February 2013 meetings of the 
Committee found that 49% of all 
patients starting on gliptin therapy 
had not taken metformin and a 
sulfonylurea in the two year period 
prior.

This increased to 55% for patients 
starting on a gliptin and metformin 
for a fixed dose combination 
product, the Committee said.

This apparent high use of a 
gliptin with metformin in lieu of a 
sulfonylurea with metformin was 
“concerning. 

“Gliptins cost a lot more than 
sulfonylureas and are not PBS listed 
as an alternative to those drugs 
unless there is a contraindication or 
intolerance. 

“The prevalence of true 
intolerance to sulfonylureas is low. 

“Use outside the criteria for 
subsidisation is occurring more 
frequently with Fixed Dose 
Combination products.”

CLICK HERE for the full DUSC 
report.

New ‘healthSAVE’ 
branding by Symbion

Symbion has launched a new 
banner called ‘healthSAVE’ 
designed for community 
pharmacies wanting to ramp up 
their retail business. 

HealthSAVE’s offering includes 
branding and signage solutions and 
operational assistance .

The LoyaltyOne program is also 
included as part of membership.
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Yes, it’s mepharmacyID
Yes, it’s me

pharmacyID
Yes, it’s me

 A new, simple and valuable revenue 
stream 

 Identity verification service

 Receive an automatic payment 

 FAST & SIMPLE 

Drive traffic into your pharmacy 

 No start-up costs

www.pharmacyid.com.au 

http://www.pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.pharmacyid.com.au/


Darren Dye 
CEO

0434 310 879

Scott Carpenter
GM Operations/ 

Business Development
0430 320 098

Simon Reynolds
Executive Chairman

0412 558 845

Paul Sidhom
Director

0409 657 477

How are you feeling about the 
future of your pharmacy?

Going to APP2015? Book a confidential appointment to discuss your business with

*’Profit increase’ guarantee relates to your new baseline profit results post PBS SPD

Level 4, 111 Coventry Street 
South Melbourne VIC 3205
P  +613 9860 3300  |  F +613 9820 5009  
E enquiries@pharmacyalliance.com.au

Be confident about the prospects of your 
business with our ‘profit increase’ guarantee*.

The harsh reality of PBS reform is making every pharmacy 
owner contemplate the future prospects of their business.
With almost 500 independent pharmacy members, at Pharmacy Alliance we have built up the strength 
and influence to support each one of our members in facing the challenges of today and in the future. 

Through our innovative programs and selective, long-term industry partnerships we provide our 
members with leading tools to tackle price cuts, competition and the growing consumer demand  
for value, plus also future proof their business.

If you’re fearful or worried about the future of your business, call us to find out how we can help  
access the right information for your business’ needs.

Fearful

Happy

Worried


