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ACT flu vax enhanced

APPROPRIATELY trained
community pharmacists in the
Australian Capital Territory will
now be able to administer the flu
vaccination and the whooping
cough (pertussis) vaccination to
people aged 16 years and over,
following an ACT Government
announcement.

The previous lower age limit was
18 years.

In addition, ACT community
pharmacists will now also have
access to the influenza vaccine
listed on the National Immunisation
Program for those aged 65 years
and older.

Pharmacy Guild of Australia ACT
Branch President Simon Blacker
said the new arrangements would
help ensure greater flu vaccination
coverage for ACT residents.

“Community immunity is a critical
factor in protecting the wider
population against the flu, and
easier access to vaccinations is a
very positive step,” Blacker said.

“Community pharmacies are
highly accessible in terms of their
opening hours and locations and
there are minimal wait times in
most cases.”

The Immunisation Coalition has
already reported 183 confirmed flu
cases in the ACT this year, he added.
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Qld plots pharmacist scripts

QUEENSLAND Health has
confirmed it will operate a state-
wide trial seeing pharmacists
provide low-risk emergency
and repeat prescriptions for the
contraceptive pill and antibiotics for
urinary tract infections.

The move follows last year’s
Qld Parliamentary Inquiry into
the establishment of a pharmacy
council and ownership (PD 17 Oct
2018), with the state government
yesterday publishing its response to
the recommendations.

Implementation of an extended
role for pharmacists in medication
management, including additions
to the scope of immunisations
provided and issuing low-
risk emergency and repeat
prescriptions, will require legislative
changes, with the government
to “review and evaluate proven
models from similar health systems
for relevance to Queensland”.

Other recommendations accepted
include progressing legislative
change which would allow Qld
pharmacy assistants to handle
Schedule 8 drugs, allowing them
to participate in the receipt and
stocking of dangerous medications.

Training requirements for
community and hospital pharmacy

assistants will also be reviewed so
that those working in both sectors
of the industry undergo the same
mandatory basic training.

A recommendation for the
establishment of a Queensland
Pharmacy Advisory Council has
also been accepted, with this new
body to provide expert advice to
the Minister on ownership and
premises standards.

The Council would be funded
on a cost recovery basis by the
pharmacy sector, and be consulted
by the Department of Health
on matters including managing
transfers of pharmacy ownership
and changes to scope of practice
for pharmacists and pharmacy
assistants.

The Government also accepted
a recommendation for the
implementation of a risk-based
strategy for testing that existing
commercial arrangements for
pharmacy ownership in Qld are in
compliance with the law.

Queensland Health will
undertake a wide-ranging review
of all transfers relating to current
pharmacy ownership arrangements
“to ensure equitable application
of pharmacy ownership regulation
across the sector”.
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API to stand firm on

rental demands

AUSTRALIAN Pharmaceutical
Industries (API) has reiterated
that despite ongoing growth in
its Priceline Pharmacy network, it
will “continue its policy of closing
stores where landlords persist with
unrealistic rental demands”.

The company yesterday released
its first half financial results (PD
breaking news), with CEO Richard
Vincent saying, if necessary
Priceline would open “fewer, more
profitable stores”.

During the six months to 28 Feb
Priceline held its overall market
share, with growth in skincare
and vitamins and an increase
in store numbers to 479, with
Vincent saying it was a “solid retail
performance in tough conditions”
and ongoing strong positive
sentiment from franchisees.

APl overall reported revenue
growth of 6.6% to $1.98 billion,
after adjusting for the impact
of slower sales of hepatitis C
medicines and PBS reforms.

The company noted the rebuff of
its approach to Sigma Healthcare,
saying it currently holds 12.95%
of its rival and was “currently
reviewing its plans in relation to
this shareholding”.
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-
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BLAMING the TV for bad
behaviour is passable for a four-
year-old, but at 26 you need to
start taking responsibility for your
actions.

Chasing a codeine hit, Joseph
Aaron Stewart, claimed a Netflix
series had sown the seeds for his
criminal strategy to obtain the
drug, by coercing pharmacy staff
into pilfering prescription cough
syrup for him.

San Jose newspaper, The
Mercury News, reported Stewart
has received a seven-year jail
term for his crime spree.

The paper reported that over
a three-month period, Stewart
targeted pharmacy staff at stores
across six suburbs.

“In some cases, Stewart would
hand an employee a note claiming
to have a gun and then demand
the medication and sometimes
money,” the paper reported.

“In other cases he would jump
over the counter to look for the
cough syrup. In one case he stole
$20 from an employee’s purse.”

The crime spree ended in Sep
when he robbed a CVS store, with
staff reporting “a man pointed
an apparent handgun at the
staff, jumped over the pharmacy
counter and looted the controlled
substances area”, the paper
reported.

Prior to sentencing, Stewart told
a probation officer that he got the
idea to rob pharmacies from a TV
program he streamed, claiming
the loss of his job combined with
the breakdown of a relationship
led him to abuse the drugs,
adding without a job he wasn’t
able to afford them.

The series that inspired
Stewart’s spree was not named.
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Gender pay gap grows

WOMEN working for some of the

UK’s largest community pharmacy
groups are likely to earn close to
20% less than the average male
employee, according to a report
from British pharmacy publisher
Chemist + Druggist.

Lloydspharmacy, the second
biggest pharmacy brand in
Britain, revealed the average male
employee earned 26% more than
the mean female employee, a 2%
increase on the 2017 statistics.

The group attributed the pay
imbalance to the low levels of
women employed in management
roles within the company.

It also reported that efforts were
being made to create a more even
gender split within the senior
ranks of Lloydpharmacy group,
including educating managers “so
they understand the benefits of a
diverse workforce”, and removing
“unconscious bias by upskilling
managers in the recruitment
process”.

Rowlands, the UK’s fourth largest
pharmacy group, also saw an

increase in the gender pay gap.

The group reported male
employees earned an average of
18% (up 1% from 2017) more than
their female colleagues.

Again the company said the main
reason for the disparity was that
“there are now more males in
higher paid positions...and a higher
number of females in the lowest
quartile”.

Boots, the largest pharmacy group
in the UK, reported its gender pay
gap had narrowed marginally, with
men earning on average 20% more
than women in the group, down
slightly from 21% in 2017.

Across Britain’s eight biggest
pharmacy groups, women
accounted for more than 70% of
the workforce in the companies
that reported data relating to
the gender make-up of their
employees.

The gender pay gap was 16% at
Cohens, and 22% at Superdrug,
which said it holds “regular events”
to help its female staff members
develop their careers.
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Travel
Specials

WELCOME to Pharmacy Daily's
travel feature. Each week we
highlight a couple of great travel
deals for the pharmacy industry,
brought to you by
Travel & Cruise Weekly.

Essence valued at $85.90.

to your skin.

This week Pharmacy Daily & skinB5 are
giving away each day their
NEW premium products
Acne Control Australian
Botanicals Cleansing
Mousse and Acne
Control Australian
Botanicals Hydration

The advanced hydration essence uses 8
anti-acne Australian botanical extracts to
effectively nourish, heal & restore a healthy
skin barrier. Using cutting-edge cellular
extraction, the ingredients’ natural powers
are harnessed fo deliver maximum benefits

For more info see www.skinB5.com.

To win, be the first person from VIC or TAS to
send the correct answer to comp@pharmacydaily.com.au.

Congratulations to yesterday’s winner, Emma Gardner.

What type of
Australian fruit
starting with “Q”

does Acne Control
Australian Botanicals
Hydration Essence
contain?

Sponsored by Travel & Cruise
Weekly, your FREE travel newsletter

Subscribe now
travelandcruiseweekly.com.au

Regent Seven Seas
Free Excursions offer

REGENT Seven Seas Cruises is
offering up to 40 free excursions
on its Opulent Capitals and
Sacred Shrines 20-night cruise
Dubai to Singapore.

Departing 16 Nov this year,
the cruise also boasts free
unlimited beverages, open bars
and lounges, prepaid gratuities,
free specialty restaurants and
unlimited WiFi.

Board the mighty Seven Seas
Voyager for as little as $12,384
per person - see rssc.com.

Spa & Bar $ Sale on
Carnival Cruises

CHOOSE Simply French cruising
seven nights Sydney, Noumea,
Isle Of Pines, return for as little as
$849 pp, with onboard credit up
to $200 per cabin.

Departing 23 Feb 2010 on the
magnificent Carnival Splendor,
enjoy spa and bar facilities when
booking before 02 May.

Consult your preferred travel
agent and see goccl.com.au.
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