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Medicine shortages reporting up 400%

MEDICINES shortages are
continuing to impact pharmacies
across the country, with TACS
(Technical And Customer Services)
Healthcare Health Policy Specialists,
Sharon Leadbitter, reporting a 400%
increase in the number of new
notifications to the Therapeutic
Goods Administration (TGA) in the
2018/19 year.

In an article posted on Linkedin,
Leadbitter noted 1,455 shortage
notifications were made in 2018/19
compared to 274 in the 12 months
prior.

Pharmacy Guild of Australian
Victorian Branch President, Anthony
Tassone, told Pharmacy Daily that
medicines shortages have plagued
the sector in recent years.

“Supply issues and medicine
shortages have been an ongoing
problem and frustration for many
years, and the Guild welcomed
working with the Government in
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2017 and 2018, which resulted

in bringing in stronger reporting
requirements for manufacturers at
the beginning of this year,” he said.

“However, reporting alone does
not resolve the problem and we
believe there is still more that must
be done.

“We'd like to see the Government
work again with key stakeholders,
including pharmacists, prescribers
and consumers, to consider what
further needs to be done to
improve the situation.

“From a patient perspective,
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Today's issue of PD

Pharmacy Daily today has
three pages of news including
our weekly Health & Beauty

feature plus a full page from
Wizard Pharmacy Services.

Hunt for robber

NSW Police are searching
& for a knife-wielding bandit

medicine shortages can result in who attempted to hold up a
frequent brand changes, or paying Newcastle pharmacy on Sun
higher prices if the only reliable night.
supply has a brand price premium The male entered the Darby
or is non-PBS listed or even worse — Street, Cooks Hill, pharmacy
possibly risk going without. at 7:45pm and threatened a

“With the recent declaration by female staff member before
the Minister for Health, Greg Hunt demanding medication.
and State and Territory Ministers However, a second employee
at COAG that the ‘Quality use of activated an alarm and the
medicines and Medicines Safety’ would-be thief fled empty-
is a national health priority, the handed through a rear door.
continuity and assurance of the The man has been described
supply chain is absolutely central as being about 180cm tall and
and critical in helping achieve that.” of a thin build.

When your customers reach out
to you for a stronger eczema
treatment, reach for Kloxema.

Contains clobetasone butyrate 0.05% w/w,
a moderate potency topical corticosteroid

Provides relief of inflammation and itch?

Indicated for short term treatment of milder
forms of eczema, dermatitis and other
steroid responsive skin conditions?

Suitable for first line use on the limbs and trunk

Contains moisturising base?
and free from chlorocresol.

A step up from hydrocortisone, clobetasone is the
highest strength topical corticosteroid you can
recommend before a prescription is required.

Before recommending, please review the full Product Information, which is available on request from Ego Pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd.

Short term (up to 7 days) treatment of milder forms of eczema, dermatitis and other steroid responsive skin conditions. Dosage: For 12 years and
over. Apply a thin film and gently rub in, using only enough to cover the affected area twice daily for up to 7 days. Contraindications: Kloxema cream
should not be used in patients with a history of hypersensitivity to clobetasone butyrate or to any of the excipients in the product. Rosacea, acne, pruritis
without rash, perioral dermatitis; Untreated bacterial infections such as cellulitis, folliculitis, furunculosis or impetigo; Fungal infections such as those
associated with tinea (eg athlete’s foot, jock itch); Viral infections including cold sores (herpes simplex), chicken pox or shingles (Varicella zoster) or
vaccinia; Parasitic infestations such as scabies. Do not use on broken or infected skin or on inflamed skin near chronic ulcers.

References: 1. Dermatology Expert Group. Therapeutic Guidelines: Dermatology, version 4. Topical corticosteroid preparations (Appendix 4.1).
Therapeutic Guidelines Ltd [interet]. 2019 [cited 2019 June 28). Available from: hips://tqldcds t.org.au/viewTopic pical-corticosteroid-preparations

[EGO PHARMACEUTICALS PTY LTD. 21-31 Malcolm Road, Braeside 3195 Australia
‘Ego’ and ‘Kloxema' are trademarks armaceuticals Pty Ltd.

2. Kloxema Cream Approved Product Information, 12 September 2017.
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Saffron lifts

THE therapeutic effect of
antidepressants has been
shown to be enhanced by
concommittant therapy with
saffron extract capsules,
reports Murdoch University.

CLICK HERE for the study.

Includes FREE
Sensitive Skin Lotion
for a complete treatment

Contact your Pharmabroker
rep for stocks O2 - 8878 9777

dermaltherapy.com.au

Formulated + *

by science
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FORMULATED BY SCIENCE

Speak to your Apotex Territory
Manager for Spring Deals
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MHR at 90% & 1 5b docs

DIGITAL Australian health records
database My Health Record (MHR)
now has records for 90% of the
population and has a total of 1.5
billion documents in the system,
according to the Australian Digital
Health Agency (ADHA) 2018-19
Annual Report tabled in parliament.

The report covers the period 01
Jul 2018 to 30 Jun 2019.

ADHA CEO, Tim Kelsey said, “The
2018-19 Annual Report shows
the Agency is making significant
progress toward the key priorities
set out in the National Digital
Health Strategy, endorsed by all
State and Territory Governments
through the Council of Australian
Government (COAG) Health
Council”.

Among the key achievements
Kelsey highlighted was the
development of a national
framework, and new
interoperability standards, to
ensure health professionals can
securely and quickly send patient
information to one another without

Vaping lung
effects: FDA

THE US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has
released a new report on the
lung illnesses associated with
vaping, or e-cigarettes.

The report provides
information for health
professionals and consumers
urging people to stop using
the devices because of proven
damage - see more at fda.gowv.

using a fax machine.

The agency also released the
Pharmacist Shared Medicines
List (PSML) document type to
further improve medicines safety,
piggybacking on the success of
the Medicines View document
and its aggregation of all relevant
medicines and allergy data in
a single, real-time view, Kelsey
added.

“We’ve made important strides
in a range of other areas, such as
supporting secure messaging and
information exchange between
healthcare providers.”

CLICK HERE to access the report.

AMH 2020 Promotion
COMING SOON!

Prizes include attending a conference
related to your profession, new laptop
computers and future editions of - ”‘M-I_
AMH resources. For more information =,
go to our website www.amh.net.au.

N

*Click here
for more info

*Terms & Conditions apply.

Opioid agonists
still best Rx

DESPITE the evidence
supporting the use of opioid
agonists such as methadone
and buprenorphine to combat
opioid dependence, the uptake
is hindered by barriers, says
Monash Addiction Research
Centre A/Prof Suzanne Nielsen.

Last year, 1,123 people died
from opioids, namely illicit
drugs such as heroin, and pain
relievers such as codeine,
oxycodone and morphine.

Nielsen identifies four
barriers to their use:

Cost - weekly average cost of
scripts at pharmacy can add
up to $35-570 just based on
dispensing fees.

Stigma - is still associated
with their use.

Restrictiveness - there is still
the need to attend a pharmacy
daily for the therapy.

Access limitations - especially
in rural and regional centres.

CLICK HERE for her summary.
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ALWAYS READ THE LABEL. FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS FOR USE. IF SYMPTOMS PERSIST, TALK TO YOUR HEALTH PROFESSIONAL. VITAMIN AND MINERAL SUPPLEMENTS SHOULD NOT REPLACE A BALANCED DIET.

Apotex Pty Ltd, Macquarie Park NSW 2113, ABN 52 096 916 148.The APOTEX and Amplio trade marks are used under licence. Copyright © September 2019. All rights reserved. www.ampliovitamins.com.au PM-AU-1857
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WISDOM often comes after
a hard lesson, and a few harsh
ones to learnt yesterday,
or more accurately this
morning... but the horses, the
champagne... it all seemed so
good at the time.

Not so now.

Thankfully a search through
Google has provided some
helpful tips, with the UK’s
National Health Service (NHS),
a treasure trove of helpful
advice (some of which would
have been useful yesterday
morning).

Secret number one, have
another drink, but put the hip-
flask back in your bag, more
alcohol is no cure despite what
some mates might suggest
- stick to water and isotonic
drinks.

Thin vegetable-based broths
packed with vitamins and
minerals can provide an ideal
meal for a delicate stomach,
while lollies can help rebalance
sugar levels.

The NHS also noted that
painkillers can ease the worst of
headaches and muscle cramps

synonymous with the self-
inflicted horror of a hangover.

A final sage suggestion from
British health experts is to wait

at least 48 hours until your next
drink... however, | swear ‘never
again’.

Dispensary

Struggling to pick a cruise? CHECK OUT

THE 2020
CRUISE GUIDE

Travel & Cruise
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MEMBER-BASED pharmacy
network Pharmacy Alliance has
welcomed the 700th store to its
network, giving the group claim to
the title of the largest independent
member-based pharmacy network
in Australia.

Addressing the Pharmacy
Alliance’s Members’ Forum 2019,
group MD, Simon Reynolds, said,
“For over 17 years, Pharmacy
Alliance has provided pharmacies
with the advice, services and
tools they need to streamline
in-pharmacy operations, meet
the needs of their customers, and
improve profitability”.

“Reaching 700 member stores
is a testament to the value our
members place on the support we
provide and the benefits we bring
through our rich supplier partner
network,” he said.

“We are proud to be the first
independent pharmacy group in
Australia to achieve a milestone of
700 members — an achievement
that reaffirms our belief that we
are Better Together.”

Announced at the Members’
Forum Farewell Dinner in Cairns on
Tuesday night, the 2019 Pharmacy
Awards category winners are:

¢ Hooper Centre Pharmacy

I PRODUGTS

Tailored Multivitamins with Added Gut Support - Henry Blooms

Henry Blooms is proud to introduce its newest unique
multivitamin formulas, each one a daily multivitamin with the
additional gut support of five billion colony-forming units (CFUs)
per capsule. Combining daily essential vitamins, minerals,
herbs and probiotics, the Men’s and Women'’s Multivitamin
with Probiotics comprehensive formulas are tailored to
support men’s and women'’s individual physiological needs.
These products provide support for energy production, gut
health, metabolism, immune function, cardiovascular system
health and everyday wellbeing and vitality.

in Toowoomba, Queensland
was recognised as the Alliance
Pharmacy of the Year 2019.

* Ron Dunford Pharmacy in
Parkes, NSW earned the award
of Partner Pharmacy of the Year
20109.

* Your Pharmacy in Chinchilla,
Queensland was named the Non-
Branded Pharmacy of the Year
20109.

Suppliers wanting to promote
products in this feature should email
newproducts@pharmacydaily.com.au
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CkUs) Women's
Multivitamin
with Prabiotics

Men's
MultiVitamin

Gluten- and dairy-free as well as vegan friendly, these
multivitamins are available in 30 shelf-stable capsules.
Stockist: 1800 181 323

RRP: $24.95 ea

Website: henryblooms.com.au
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Pharmacy Daily is Australia’s
favourite pharmacy industry
publication.
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Congratulations Kalgoorlie Central!
2020 PHARMACY OF THE YEAR FINALIST

Wizard Pharmacy Services wish to
congratulate the entire team at Wizard
Pharmacy Kalgoorlie Central on being
named a 2020 Guild Pharmacy of the
Year Finalist.

A big thanks goes out to the wider
Wizard family, and everyone who has
helped Kalgoorlie Central deliver such a
large range of services to the Kalgoorlie
community and the wider Goldfields area.
This includes Aboriginal health at Bega
Garnbirringu, the people of Tjuntjuntjara

wizardpharmacy.com.au/joinus

at Spinifex Health Service located 680km
from Kalgoorlie, through to the hospitals
at Laverton and Leonora, and nursing
posts in Menzies and Coolgardie.

It’s fantastic to see all your hard work,
team effort and community support
recognised on a national stage.

Unique equity share model.
Own part of YOUR brand.

We wish you the best of luck when the
winners are announced in March 2020!

Professional training
driven by Pharmacists

Profitable strategies
driven by Retailers

Are you interested in discussing
Wizard Pharmacy Franchise options?
Or simply need more information?

Click the link below, or call
Susan Thompson on 0439 923132
for more information.

FIND OUT
MORE HERE )

0439 923 132 | E jointhefamily@wizardps.com.au
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