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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today has 

three pages of news plus a full 
page from Sigma Healthcare.

Nominate your 
local practice 
for eRx

BARCODE
MISSING

? CLICK HERE

NEW
FORMULA

Always read the label. Follow the directions for use. If symptoms persist consult your health professional. 

TRIPLE ACTION TREATMENT
Antifungal • Hydrating • Smoothing
Improves nail appearance for 92% of users*

UNMISSABLE PROMOTION 
now available via all major 

wholesalers. Click here to order.
www.emtrix.com.au

* 8 weeks clinical study. Dermatology 233(2-3); August 2017

with
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Taste
LIFE
Taste

WATCH MATT’S STORY ONLINE

A combination  
anaesthesia that endures*

Vaccinations Minor cosmetic
procedures

Tattoos

Helps prevent pain  
and unnecessary expense

For use with:

* Lidocaine (Lignocaine) 2.5% w/w  
Prilocaine 2.5% w/w provides  
skin analgesia for 2 to 4 hours1  

Reference: 1. Data held on file at Ego Pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd.

Always read the label and use only as directed.

Queensland joins push for NIP access
PHARMACISTS in Queensland are 

falling behind their peers in other 
states and territories in terms of 
access to vaccinations, Pharmacy 
Guild of Australia National Vice 
President, Trent Twomey, believes.

Twomey, who is also the Guild 
Queensland Branch President, has 
called on the State Government to 
follow Victoria’s lead in allowing 
pharmacists to administer 
vaccinations under the National 
Immunisation Program (NIP).

In a statement issued yesterday 
afternoon, Twomey said pharmacists 
could help reduce preventable 
hospitalisations in the state if they 
were empowered to work to their 
full scope of practice. 

Twomey highlighted data from 
the Australian Institute of Health 
and Welfare, noting there were 
more than 179,000 preventable 
hospitalisations in Queensland in 
2017/18.

“A significant proportion of 
these potentially preventable 
hospitalisations are due to 
influenza,” he said. 

“We know that one-in-four 
people who are hospitalised with 
the flu have no underlying medical 
condition. 

“Last year, trained Queensland 

community pharmacists 
administered over 200,000 flu 
vaccinations, helping to build 
‘community immunity’ against the 
flu through vaccination.

“However, Queensland is falling 
behind other states in terms of 
access for vaccinations. 

“I call on the Queensland 
Government to provide community 
pharmacist’s access to the NIP 
and lower the age of pharmacist 
vaccination to 10, in line with other 
jurisdictions, including a recent 
announcement in South Australia.

“Community pharmacies are 
highly accessible in terms of their 
opening hours and locations and 
provide support across a range 
of other potentially preventable 
hospitalisations including patients  
suffering from asthma, diabetes, 
COPD and nutritional deficiencies.”

Twomey said Queensland 
could reap savings by approving 
pharmacist prescribing, with a 
planned trial in the state.  

“Alarmingly, over 20,000 
potentially preventable 
hospitalisations due to urinary tract 
infections were recorded during this 
reporting period (2017/18),” he said.

“The quickest way to take pressure 
off patients and hospitals, is to allow 

pharmacists to work to their full 
potential. 

“For example, instead of having 
to wait for hours at an emergency 
department for antibiotics, that 
they may have had before, to treat 
a urinary tract infection – a patient 
could be prescribed medication by a 
pharmacist immediately.

“Excessive wait times and high 
costs of local GPs have long 
been a barrier when it comes to 
Queenslanders accessing health 
services.”

Twomey’s call for Queensland 
pharmacists to be allowed to access 
the NIP, follows a similar push in the 
Australian Capital Territory (ACT), 
where the Pharmaceutical Society 
of Australia has sought approval for 
pharmacists to provide vaccinations 
under the program in a pre-Budget 
submission (PD 19 Nov).

Bushfires spark 
asthma concerns

STRONG winds, bushfires, 
thunderstorms and high pollen 
forecasts for today in Victoria, 
have prompted the National 
Asthma Council Australia 
(NACA) to urge pharmacists to 
talk to their patients about the 
elevated risk of serious asthma 
attacks.

The NACA said cases of 
thunderstorm asthma have 
been recorded across the 
country.

 “A high price has been 
paid and tragic lessons 
learned about prevention and 
awareness following Victoria’s 
epidemic thunderstorm 
asthma event,” she said. 

“That event took 10 lives 
and resulted in thousands 
of people presenting to 
emergency departments, GPs 
and pharmacies with breathing 
difficulties on 21 Nov 2016.”
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Pre-purchase the 2020 AMH, or any  
current resource before Dec 31st 2019 to  

enter the draw to win some great rewards. 
Prizes include attending a conference related 

to your profession, new laptop computers  
and future editions of AMH resources.  
For more information go to our website  

www.amh.net.au. *Terms & Conditions apply. 
*Click here  

for more info

If you don’t have the latest book
you simply don’t have the latest information!

ST Payroll deadline passes - what now?
THE Australian Taxation Office 

(ATO) has noted that a number of 
small businesses (with 19 or less 
employees) in the pharmacy and 
cosmetics industry have missed 
the deadline of 30 Sep to report 
through Single Touch Payroll 
(STP), but said it’s not too late.

ATO Assistant Commissioner, 
Jason Lucchese, said that for 
small employers who aren’t 
sure where to start, there are 

three pathways they can take: 
start reporting now; apply for a 
quarterly reporting concession (if 
eligible); or apply for a deferral if 
you need more time.

To guide small employers 
through their transition to STP, 
the ATO has launched a video 
series (tv.ato.gov.au) and an 
interactive online quiz to help 
small employers understand their 
options - CLICK HERE.

Wizard lands Friendlies
WIZARD Pharmacy is expanding 

its presence in Western Australia, 
with three former Friendlies 
Pharmacies set to join the franchise 
over the coming months.

The three pharmacies located 
in Banksia Grove, Enex 100 and 
Brookfield Place, extending 
the group’s footprint in Perth’s 
northern suburbs, and giving it a 
presence in the CBD.

New franchisee, Andrew Stent, 
said the group’s customer-centric 
focus and retail support were 
key factors in his decision to 
join Wizard, which also includes 
Pharmacy Guild of Australia 2020 
Pharmacy of the Year finalist, 
Kalgoorlie Central.

“It was clear from early on that 
Wizard’s vision and values align 
with my own and their focus was 
on the needs of the customer,” he 
said.

“The sophistication of Wizard’s 
Support Office was the biggest 
surprise. 

“Their investment around IT and 
data analytics positions Wizard 
as a market leader in the retail 
environment.  

“This support around the retail 
components of my pharmacy 
allows my team of pharmacists to 
focus on being the best pharmacists 
they can be.

“I’m really excited about what lies 
ahead with Wizard. I’m particularly 
looking forward to seeing the 
reactions from our loyal customers 
as we take them on this new 
journey.”

Pictured, Andrew Stent with 
Wizard Pharmacy Chief Operating 
Officer, Sally Parker.

NPSA members rally for fire emergency
MEMBERS of the National 

Pharmaceutical Services 
Association (NPSA) have rallied to 
help deliver essential medicines 
to needy victims of the ongoing 
bushfire emergency.

Team members at Symbion, 
Sigma and API warehouses in 
NSW and Queensland have 
adjusted their delivery schedules 
and remapped distribution 
routes to work alongside 

emergency services to ensure 
those in need do not miss out, 
with NPSA Chairman, Mark 
Hooper, hailing the commitment 
of the trade association.

“Our members are part of 
Australia’s critical infrastructure 
for health services and we take 
that role seriously every day, but 
at times like this we know that 
it is up to us to go beyond what 
government asks us for,” he said.

The No.1 selling eye  
cream in pharmacy*

For Deep Wrinkles,  
Chronic Puffiness &  
Serious Dark Circles

Our ONLY approved wholesalers:

ASK ABOUT OUR SPRING DEALS 
Contact HealthOne (02) 9965 9600 * I
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REVITALEYES

Australia’s leading clinical skincare brand*
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CHECK OUT 
THE 2020 

CRUISE GUIDE

Struggling to pick a cruise?

WELCOME to Pharmacy Daily’s 
travel feature. Each week we 

highlight a couple of great travel 
deals for the pharmacy industry, 

brought to you by  
Travel & Cruise Weekly.

Silversea Black Friday 
50% Off Special

BOOK a selected cruise with 
Silversea by 13 Dec and pay only 
50% of the cost of a second suite.

Cruise Singapore to Hong 
Kong in unparalleled luxury for 
14 days, revelling in the exotic 
foods, sights, sounds and smells 
of South East Asia from $9,400 
per person.

You will be transported in awe 
from the cosmopolitan melting-
pot that is Ko Samui to vibrant 
Bangkok in Thailand. 

Then, be dazzled by Ho Chi 
Minh City and Vietnam - a 
dizzying fusion of busy, bustling, 
thriving commerce and culture.

Visit silversea.com for more.

Sponsored by Travel & Cruise 
Weekly, your FREE travel newsletter

Subscribe now
travelandcruiseweekly.com.au

Travel 
Specials

Vic pharmacists honoured
THREE Victorian pharmacists 

honoured at this week’s Victorian 
Pharmacists’ Dinner exemplified 
both the breadth of opportunities 
a career in pharmacy offers, as 
well as the variety of ways in which 
dedicated professionals can make 
a difference to health care in the 
community, Pharmaceutical Society 
of Australia Victorian Branch 
President, Ben Marchant, said.

Roslyn Stewart (pictured above)
from Broadford was awarded the 
Victorian Pharmacist Medal. 

“During Roslyn’s working life, 
she has helped advance the 
optimisation and standardisation 
of treatment regimens and been 
committed to improving mental 
health care,” Marchant said.

Brighton’s Kay Dunkley (pictured 
above right) received the Victorian 
Excellence Award.

“During the more than 20 years 
Kay has committed to caring for 
patients, she has also been a 

leader in ensuring the health and 
wellbeing of her peers,” Marchant 
said, presenting the award.

Dr Amanda Cross (pictured 
below) of Albanvale was named 
Early Career Pharmacist of the Year.

“While Amanda is still in the 
early years of her career as a 

pharmacist, she has already had 
a significant impact on medicine 
safety in Victoria, particularly in 
terms of protecting older people 
with cognitive impairment from 
medicine errors,” Marchant said.

SOMETIMES it’s hard to know 
what the great folk of South 
Dakota are up to, all tucked 
away up in the Midwest.

However, the state’s 
Department of Social Services 
has done its best to make clear 
some of South Dakota’s most 
“popular” pastimes.

Say what you want about 
the recently released, “Meth. 
Were on it” campaign, but the 
seemingly counter-intuitive 
slogan has certainly raised 
awareness about the problem 
the drug is causing in the 
southernmost Dakota.

The state’s Governor, Kristi 
Noem, doubled-down on 
the controversial campaign, 
reported to cost US$500,000, 
tweeting, “The whole point 
of this ad campaign is to raise 
awareness.

“I think that’s working.”
While the slogan received an 

icy reception from some, who 
wondered whether the state 
is attempting to tackle the 
problem or is on the drug, the 
exact problem is, both are true.

As reported by NBC News, 
twice as many South Dakota 
teenagers aged 12-17 reported 
using methamphetamine in 
the past year than the national 
average.

Dispensary 
Corner

For current deals contact Clear Sales Australia on 1800 640 043

20pk 40pk

API 45860 45861

DHL 514465 514466

MediChoice Paracetamol Rapid Release
The only competition to the originator

Great value to consumer – High margin for Pharmacy
Convenient Pharmacy shelf display packs
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THE ULTIMATE FLEXIBILITY TO REDEEM YOUR POINTS

Redeem points on an 
Australian tax Invoice

Select from over 500 
products online

Use our travel, car, entertainment or shopping concierge services

Not a Sigma Rewards member? Join or upgrade to receive 
3 for 1 points today sigmarewards.com.au

For more information please contact the Sigma Rewards Customer  
Service Centre on 1300 156 462 or email info@sigmarewards.com.au

Redeem your reward points on the Concierge Service where 
we can help you find the perfect Christmas gifts.

We make gift buying easy  
for Sigma Healthcare customers

REDEEM YOUR  
SIGMA REWARDS 
POINTS ON A LARGE 
RANGE OF GIFTS THIS 
FESTIVE SEASON
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