
Accelerate your 
professional 
health services
Identify the sleepy missing millions!

Australian Pharmacy Sleep Services provides a 
simple end to end solution for pharmacies to 
identify and treat the 80% of undiagnosed sleep 
apnoea patients.

Supplier of all manufacturer brands 

Contact Australian Pharmacy Sleep Services today!

T 1300 761 006 
E enquiries@pharmacysleepservices.com.au 
W pharmacysleepservices.com.au

ScreenIdentify Diagnose Treat

Ongoing 
training & 
marketing 

support

Pharmacy 
exclusive 

CPAP device 

VIP early 
access to 

new Philips 
products

Pharmacy Sleep Services provides a simple end to end 
solution for pharmacies like yours to identify and treat 
those in your community suffering from sleep apnoea.

Supplier of all manufacturer brands

Contact  
Pharmacy Sleep 
Services today!

T 1300 761 006
E enquiries@pharmacysleepservices.com.au
W pharmacysleepservices.com.au

80%  
of obstructive sleep 

apnoea sufferers 
in Australia are 
undiagnosed

Help identify the sleepy missing 
millions with Pharmacy Sleep Services

https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=8&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD230320&u=https://www.pharmacysleepservices.com.au/
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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today has 

three pages of news, a front 
cover wrap from Pharmacy 
Sleep Services plus a full page 
from:

• Razor
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Cutting-edge blister  
pack dispensing robot  
for DAA’s 
25 to 40 packs per hour

LEARN MORE

Alpaca Automation

COMPACT.
FAST. 
ACCURATE. 

Contact us for a free consultation 
 1300 200 005 ramy@pharmacygroup.com.au

COVID should kill double dispensing
EFFORTS to stem medicines 

hoarding triggered by the COVID-19 
pandemic should leave arguments 
for 60-day dispensing “dead in the 
water” Pharmacy Guild of Australia 
National Vice President, Trent 
Twomey (pictured), believes. 

Twomey told delegates watching 
the live-streamed Australian 
Pharmacy Professional (APP) 
Conference on Fri, that Australia 
would be facing a severe 
medicines shortage had the 
Guild not successfully urged the 
Federal Government not to follow 
the Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Advisory Committee (PBAC) 
recommendation to increase 
maximum dispensing quantities.

“Sixty-day dispensing, I believe, is 
dead in the water,” he said.

“You can’t have two different 
arms of the one department, the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration 
(TGA) coming out yesterday [Thu] 
and saying we can only dispense 
one month per patient, and then 
you’ve got another area of the 
Department of Health coming out 
and saying we need to give two.

“Those two things can’t be true at 
the same time.”

Twomey and Guild Tasmanian 
Branch President, John Dowling, 

called on the Federal Government 
to sign “a fair community pharmacy 
agreement (CPA)”.

“There is a fair agreement 
that has modest investment to 
address two core issues that 
Australians want to see from 
their Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme (PBS) as part of the 7CPA, 
[one of] which is an increase in 
convenience, and an increase in 
affordability,” Twomey said.

“It is sitting with the Department, 
and the Department could get in 
their car, drive up to Parliament and 
they could present it with a positive 
recommendation for the Minister 
to sign now. 

“I understand the Minister is 
under a lot of pressure, so is the 

Prime Minister, so are the Premiers 
and Chief Ministers, and the State 
and Territory Health Ministers, so 
are a lot of pharmacists  - we’re all 
in this together. 

“We’ve not asking for anything for 
ourselves, unlike other professions 
who are being opportunistic and 
asking for things for them, we are 
doing anything but, we’re talking 
about our patients.”

Supporting a 
sustainable 

future for your 
pharmacy.

Call Jenny Hall on  
0419 969 471  

to find out more. 

wizardpharmacy.com.au/joinus

FRANCHISE
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE

Could you do with some help?
Click here for details.

Electronic 
prescriptions 
preview
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Get some inspiration for your next holiday
Check out the Autumn edition of Travel & Cruise Weekly

Cut non-essential medication reviews
PHARMACISTS should be 

treated as essential primary 
healthcare providers and given 
access to aged care facilities should 
Commonwealth and/or State 
Governments enforce a lockout 
of visitors, Pharmacy Guild of 
Australian National Vice President, 
Trent Twomey, believes.

Speaking at the Australian 
Pharmacy Professional (APP) 
Conference online, on Friday, 
Twomey, called on pharmacists 
to act judiciously when it came 
to conducting medication 
reviews for aged care patients, 
in response to a question about 
whether Home Medicines Reviews 
(HMRs) or Residential Medication 
Management Reviews (RMMRs) 
should be performed during the 
ongoing COVID-19 crisis.

“Firstly pharmacists just like 
your GP and your nurse are 
essential healthcare deliverers, 
so if there are restrictions on 
residential aged care facilities 

by Commonwealth and/or State 
Governments, pharmacists need 
to be acknowledged as essential 
members of the primary healthcare 
team,” he said. 

“If they need to visit for a clinical 
reason, they should be allowed to 
visit.

“[However] we do need to have 
a bit of common sense, and we do 
need to differentiate that a routine 
medication review, because that 
person just happens to be eligible 
because they haven’t had one in 
for 12 months, or two years in the 
case of RMMRs, probably doesn’t 
need to occur, and the pharmacist 
probably doesn’t need to go in an 
do a routine review in the next six 
months. 

“If there’s an adverse medical 
event, if there’s a transition of care 
between a residential aged care 
facility, between home, between 
a hospital, then yes I think it’s 
appropriate that a pharmacist, as 
an essential healthcare professional 

goes in and does that visit.”
However, aged group, IRT, CEO 

and pharmacist, Patrick Reid, 
suggested HMRs and RMMRs 
could be conducted online.

“[They] don’t have to be face-to-
face do they?” he asked on Twitter.

“Extend [the] MBS telehealth 
incentive to pharmacists, or is 
there some nauance I am missing? 

“Pharmacy is the most ICT 
enabled health group - Get on with 
it.”

Massive investment in rural pharmacy needed: Guild
FEDERAL Government needs 

to revamp the Rural Pharmacy 
Maintenance Allowance (RPMA), 
to ensure the continued viability 
of regional, rural and remote 
pharmacies, a leading pharmacist 
believes.

Pharmacy Guild of Australia 
National Vice President, Trent 
Twomey, warned delegates 
watching the Australian Pharmacy 
Professional (APP) Conference 
online, that the current RPMA 
fell short of what was needed 
to protect pharmacies outside 
metropolitan areas, during 
a session at the Australian 
Pharmacy Professional (APP) 
Conference on Fri. 

“It’s insufficient to meet the 
costs of maintaining a rural or 
remote pharmacy,” he said.

Twomey also called on the 
Government to abandon the 
“redundant” PhARIA model 
for assessing the remoteness 
of a pharmacy, and shift to the 
Modified Monash model, which 
is used for other pieces of health 
infrastructure.

“It’s nonsensical that we can say 
we want to integrate community 
pharmacy better into the health 
infrastructure when we measure 
ourselves differently,” he said. 

“This will require an investment 
on behalf of the Commonwealth 
to ensure things link indexation 

happen to the RPMA and to 
ensure that regional pharmacies 
- not just rural and remote 
pharmacies - which are a large 
part of our network, are looked 
after just like regional medical 
practices.”

Limited hours
PHARMACIES across the UK 

are being advised to close at 
periods throughout the day 
to manage surges in demand 
for their services as a result of 
COVID-19, The Pharmaceutical 
Journal reports. 

Community Pharmacy 
Scotland expects the Scottish 
Government to agree an 
interim opening hours policy 
to enable pharmacy staff to 
“regroup” and clean stores. 

VIRTUAL
CONSULTATION

FR EE
01 02

Quality healthcare advice now available to all pharmacy
staff and patients. Convenient, private and professional

Nutrition Lifestyle Education Product Advice

 Virtual Clinic by

NSW permit LTPS/19/31793 / ACT permit TP 19/02664

Pharmacy Daily NRL tipping 
competition is sponsored 

by GuildDigital, with the top 
tipper for the season winning 

a $1,000 gift card.

Congratulations

TREVOR CLARKIN

 from Gold Cross 

Trevor is the top point 
scorer for Round 2 of 
Pharmacy Daily’s NRL 

footy tipping competition.

NRL 
R2 winner
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CONCERNS about COVID-19 
have ended sports seasons, 
seen the AFL play games in 
an empty MCG, and seen one 
British pharmacist pull the pin 
on what would have been a very 
special day.

After 13 months of planning, 
Peterborough pharmacist, 
Melissa Twydle-Sharpe, 
cancelled her dream wedding, 
on Sat (21 Mar).

“It was heartbreaking,”she 
told CambridgeshireLive. 

“My dress was ready at my 
friend’s house and the flowers 
and cake were all arranged.

“We would never have 
forgiven ourselves if people got 
sick at the wedding.

“We have protected all the 
people we love.”

With the pandemic causing 
severe pressure on the 
pharmacy sector around the 
world Twydle-Sharpe described 
the last-minute cancellation 
of the wedding as “a double-
whammy”, with the couple 
losing close to £1,000.

However, she has found a 
silver-lining noting “the cake 
tastes beautiful”, adding she 
had frozen it “so we’ll be fine if 
we run out of food”.
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Experience Russia on 
a river cruise - check 

out our experience on 
Viking Akun!

PSA writes to prescribers
RISING demand for 

hydroxychloroquine, following 
US President, Donald Trump’s 
announcement on Fri that it may 
support in the care of patients 
with COVID-19, has prompted the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Australia 
(PSA) National President, Dr Chris 
Freeman, to write to prescribers 
not to prescribe it for off-label use. 

“PSA is receiving reports from 
Australian pharmacists that they 
are receiving prescriptions from: 
doctors prescribing for other 
doctors and their families; as 
well as dentists prescribing to the 
community and their families; non-
medical prescribers prescribing bulk 
amounts of the drug,” Freeman said.

“If this medication does indeed 
have the efficacy that we would 
desire against COVID-19 then it 
needs to be prescribed and used 
judiciously. 

“The stock of this medication 
needs to be managed effectively 
and utilised for those who may 
genuinely need it.

“Our strong advice to pharmacists 
at this point in time, until further 
advice is available, is to refuse the 

dispensing of hydroxychloroquine 
if there is not a genuine need, and 
that need is for those indications 
for what it is approved for – 
inflammatory conditions or the 
suppression and treatment of 
malaria.

“The current stock of 
hydroxychloroquine needs to be 
managed sensibly.”

MEANWHILE, pharmaceutical 
giant, Novartis, has committed to 
supplying 130 million free doses 
of hydroxychloroquine, should 
evidence emerge supporting the 
use of the anti-malarial drug in 
the treatment of patients with 
COVID-19. 

Welcome to Pharmacy Daily’s 
weekly comment feature. 
This week’s 
contributor is 
Heidi Dariz, 
General 
Manager, 
Raven’s 
Recruitment. 

Key staffing 
management

AS PHARMACIES brace for 
the impact of Covid-19 over the 
coming months, owners and 
managers need to be making a 
plan now as to how they ensure 
their duty of care to their staff 
during these challenging times.

Make sure all staff have 100% 
clarity of workplace health and 
safety procedures and policies.

One of the first issues to 
consider, is what happens to 
your entire staff if one member 
becomes unwell? Should you now 
be running several teams of staff, 
who are not in direct contact with 
one another, to ensure that if they 
are required to self-isolate, your 
entire staff are not affected.

Increased workloads will be 
inevitable, so you need to ensure 
staff are not at risk of burning 
out. In addition, staff are facing 
increasing abuse from stressed 
and upset customers, so ensuring 
you have appropriate referral 
systems and resources for mental 
health services will be vital.

Pharmacies will need a pool 
of casual staff who are available 
to step in at short notice. On 
a positive note, we have seen 
an amazing response from our 
locums, some even coming out of 
retirement, offering their services 
to pharmacies in need.

For more information, visit 
www.ravensrecruitment.com.au.

Weekly 
Comment

 
Everyday this week Pharmacy Daily and the Dale Group 
are giving away a 3 piece Malarkey Munch Mitt kit 
valued at RRP $57. 

The Malarkey Munch Mitt is the world’s first silicone 
wearable teething mitten, made of 100 per cent 
food-grade silicone and BPA, latex and phthalate-free 
and offers three-way sensory stimulation. It’s also 
machine washable. Malarkey Kids are leaders in fun and 
functional kids products.

Stockist Inquires: 
helen@powerhousepharmacybrands.com.au 
or orders@dalegroup.com.au

Submit your answers to comp@pharmacydaily.com.au

Question 1:

 Which company 
makes the 

Munch Mitt?
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Razor

ENSURING  

COMPLIANCE OF  

PAYROLL & SINGLE  

TOUCH PAYROLL (STP)

MORE EFFICIENT 

MANAGEMENT OF  

PAYROLL, BOOKKEEPING  

& FINANCIAL SERVICES

WORKFORCE 

MANAGEMENT MADE  

EASY WITH CLOUD  

BASED SOLUTIONS

P H A R M A C Y 
E X P E R T S

The ability to  
keep abreast of  

payroll changes ensures  
we are paying  

our staff correctly.

Everything 
at your fingertips,
makes our lives  
easy & efficient.

Razor has taken 
a lot of stress 

away from rostering 
and finalising 

timesheets.

To discuss how Razor could help you and your business, call Susan Thompson on 0439 923 132
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ELISE WHEADON 
WIZARD PHARMACY FRANCHISEE

& RAZOR GROUP CLIENT SINCE 2007

ADAM DRURY 
WIZARD PHARMACY FRANCHISEE

& RAZOR GROUP CLIENT SINCE 2007

FRANCESCO NAPOLI 
WIZARD PHARMACY FRANCHISEE
& RAZOR GROUP CLIENT SINCE 2014

P A Y R O L L ,  B O O K K E E P I N G  &  F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
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