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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features three pages of news, 
plus full pages from:
•	 Storbie
•	 Sigma

Storbie Bookings
ONLINE	retail experts 

Storbie will host a webinar on 
Tue 20 Apr ahead of the rollout 
of its new Storbie Bookings 
appointment scheduling 
platform. 

See page	four for more. 

For higher iron absorption.
Available from Symbion, Sigma, API and CH2.
Use only as directed. Consult your 
healthcare professional if symptoms persist. 

Ferro-Max C TMNEW

Wed 14th April 2021

Sign up to DDS
SIGMA	Healthcare is 

offering pharmacy owners the 
opportunity to join its Discount 
Drug Stores (DDS) group. 

The banner provides 
customers with value while 
having the trappings of a 
national brand. 

See page	five for more. 

Choose APOHEALTH for quality Cold & Flu medicines you can trust 

Contact your Sales Representative today or call 1800 276 839. 
These medicines may not be right for you. Read the label before purchase. Follow the directions for use. If symptoms persist, talk to your health professional.

 Apotex Pty Ltd, Macquarie Park NSW 2113, ABN 52 096 916 148. The APOTEX and APOHEALTH trade marks are used under licence. Copyright © April 2021. All rights reserved.

Relieve your cold and  
flu symptoms this winter

COUGHS COLD & FLUBLOCKED NOSE SORE THROAT
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NSW pharmacies to get NIP access
ELIGIBLE	patients in NSW 

will be able to get free seasonal 
influenza vaccines at their local 
pharmacy through the National 
Immunisation Program (NIP) after 
State Health Minister, Brad Hazzard, 
backed the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Australia’s (PSA) call for 
pharmacists to be given access to 
the program. 

PSA NSW Branch President, 
Chelsea Felkai, welcomed 
Hazzard’s commitment to the 
organisation’s proposal, which will 
also apply to the Measles, Mumps 
and Rubella (MMR) vaccines, 
saying it will give patients greater 
choice as to where they can 
receive immunisations. 

Felkai said that granting 
pharmacists access to NIP vaccines 
would be particularly useful for 
patients living in rural areas where 
they may not be able to go to a GP 
easily. 

“In addition, some people do not 
visit a GP regularly, or do not have a 
GP,” she said. 

“Allowing pharmacist immunisers 
to provide NIP influenza vaccines 
will increase vaccination rates and 
herd immunity to influenza within 
the NSW community.”

PSA National President, Associate 
Professor Chris Freeman, said 
the move would build on NSW’s 
“already high vaccination rates”. 

“PSA’s vision for a safer, more 
accessible and more accountable 
health system, Pharmacists in 
2023, is the foundation for all of 

our pre-budget submissions. This 
commitment from the NSW Health 
Minister shows further confidence 
in the provision of safe, effective 
health care by pharmacists,” he said.

“Consistent with our vision, 
PSA continues to work with 
governments around Australia 
to help achieve a future where 
pharmacists are increasingly 
involved, responsible and 
accountable for the medicine safety 
of their patients.”

https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=193&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD140421&u=mailto:info@pharmacydaily.com.au
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=97&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD140421&u=http://www.pharmacydaily.com.au
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=197&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD140421&u=http://www.petrus.com.au/
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=170&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD140421&u=http://pharmacydaily.com.au/
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=184&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD140421&u=https://apohealth.com.au/
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=93&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD140421&u=https://apohealth.com.au/product/sensease-nasal-allergy-relief-2/
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=93&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD140421&u=https://apohealth.com.au/product/apohealth-decongestant-nasal-spray/


Pharmacy Daily            e info@pharmacydaily.com.au           t 1300 799 220     w www.pharmacydaily.com.au page 2

Wed 14th April 2021
To find out more go  
to www.amh.net.au

AMH CHILDREN’S 
DOSING COMPANION 
IN BOOK OR ONLINE. 

ORDER NOW.

No timeline for COVAX EoI decisions
PHARMACY	owners across 

Australia have been given no 
timeline as to when the latest 
phase of the Expression of interest 
(EoI) process for those seeking 
to join the national COVID-19 
vaccination rollout will be 
completed. 

The Pharmacy Programs 
Administrator (PPA) wrote to 
pharmacies that have submitted 
EoIs yesterday (PD 13 Apr), 
informing them whether or not 
they needed to provide further 
clarification on their application. 

A spokesperson for the Pharmacy 
Guild of Australia told Pharmacy 
Daily that owners have yet to be 
given a clear date as to when they 
are likely to hear back from the 
PPA. 

“Pharmacies now have a chance to 
respond and then the responses will 
be to be assessed and pharmacies 
advised whether they are 
successful,” the spokesperson said.

“No firm timeline has been 

provided for this process.”
Pharmacies that have been asked 

to provide additional information 
to support their EoI are required to 
submit it by 5pm AEST on 20 Apr. 

With the Federal Government 
announcing plans to “recalibrate” 
the vaccine rollout, the Guild said 
there were no firm details as to 
how any changes to the campaign 

woul impact pharmacies.
However, the spokesperson said 

the Guild would support efforts to 
optimise uptake of immunisations 
through the pharmacy network.

“The Guild will continue to 
work with the Government t 
help ensure maximum possible 
community uptake of COVAX,” the 
spokesperson said. 

Pilot testing for intern assessment tools
THE	Australian Pharmacy 

Council (APC) is looking for 
pharmacists and interns to 
participate in its consultative 
workshops and pilot testing 
of new assessment tools for 
pharmacist interns. 

The APC will host two 
workshops at the Savoy Hotel, 
Melbourne, on 22 May, and at the 
QT Hotel, Canberra on 29 May.

The Council will then pilot the 
tools in a few pharmacies and 
hospitals across the ACT, Victoria 

and South Australia, between 
Aug and Oct. 

Pharmacists looking to 
participate in the pilot must 
be a preceptor or supervising 
pharmacist, have no conditions 
on their professional registration 
and have supervised at least one 
intern for a year. 

Interns must have intern 
pharmacist registration with the 
Pharmacy Board of Australia. 
CLICK	HERE	for more 

information about the pilot. 

UK expands Com-Cov vaccine study
BRITAIN’S	Comparing COVID-19 

Vaccine Schedule Combinations 
(Com-Cov) trial assessing whether 
different COVID vaccines can be 
used for first and second doses is 
being expanded, the BBC reports. 

The study being conducted by 
the Oxford Vaccination Group is 
hoping to recruit 1,050 patients 
who have previously received 
a dose of either the Pfizer or 
AstraZeneca vaccine through the 
NHS over the past eight to 12 
weeks. 

Participants in the trial could 
receive a second dose of 
the same vaccine, or a shot 
of the Moderna or Novavax 
alternatives. 

Chief Investigator, Professor 
Matthew Snape, said if the trial 
shows that mixed schedules can 
generate an immune response 
that is as good as the current 
options, it could “potentially 
allow more people to complete 
their COVID-19 immunisation 
course more rapidly”. 

Healthy Kids’ 
Guide returns
GUARDIAN	Pharmacy’s 

Healthy Kids’ Guide is returning 
in print was well as online 
editions in 2021, after switching 
to a digital-only format last year 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

The guide is part of Guardian’s 
long-standing commitment in 
assisting pharmacies maintain 
connections with local families, 
both through the guide’s 
latest health advice and more 
broadly, by acting as a reminder 
for parents that access to 
expert advice is available at 
their nearby local Guardian 
Pharmacy.

The guide forms part of 
Guardian’s broader focus on 
community lead initiatives 
in 2021, including its yearly 
Guardian Angels Knitting 
Program, set to come out later 
this year.

Download the guide	HERE. 

PSA Member Insurance is customised coverage 
for now and as your pharmacist career evolves.

PSA Members only pay up to $180.60* p.a.

SIGN UP NOW
* This price includes base premium payable to the insurer plus all applicable taxes, duties and levies which will be 

outlined on your quote before you pay for the insurance.

PSA Member Insurance
Professional Indemnity Insurance
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ACROSS	the globe parties and 
large gatherings have been 
on ice for more than a year 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, and it appears the 
wait for an end to the crisis is 
getting too much for some. 

Irish police turned party 
poopers over the weekend 
after busting a less than subtle 
celebration at a house in Dublin, 
handing out around 50 fines 
for breaches of COVID-19 
regulations.

Members of the state’s public 
order unit raided the house, 
finding a marquee in the garden 
“with a fully-equipped DJ 
set-up” the Irish Independent 
reported. 

During the search, police 
discovered quantities of 
cocaine, with a street value 
of $7,800 , alongside “a large 
number of empty laughing gas 
canisters”. 

While attendees at the party 
were fined $230 each for failing 
to comply with COVID-19 rules, 
the hostess also landed a $780 
fine for breaching the Health Act.

It’s certainly a party no one in 
attendance will forget, even if it 
ended on a downer. 

Dispensary 
Corner

Health & Beauty
Bubs & Co Teething Gel is the first and only alcohol-free teething 
gel* in Australia.
*with choline salicylate
Bubs & Co provides soothing relief from the pain and discomfort associated with infant teething disorders, 
mouth ulcers and sores. Giving you peace of mind in an often-unsettling time in a child’s development.
Free from both alcohol and sugar, Bubs & Co is a premium product containing the active ingredient 
Choline Salicylate for fast acting and soothing relief of infant teething. 
Simply apply a pea sized amount onto a clean finger and apply to the 
affected area.
Stockist: Available in all leading pharmacies nationally. Ranged at 
API, Symbion, Sigma and DHL.
RRP: $11.49
Website: www.bubsnco.com.au

Suppliers wanting to promote 
products in this feature should email  
newproducts@pharmacydaily.com.au

©ExperienceAlUla

keep dreaming...  
Travel inspiration for 
your next escape

Bubs & Co Teething gel. Available in a 15g tube. Provides soothing relief from the pain and discomfort associated with infant 
teething disorders, mouth ulcers and sores. Always read the label. This medicine may not be right for your baby. Read the warnings 
before purchase. Follow the directions for use. If symptoms persist talk to your health professional. Incorrect use could be harmful.

Pharmacy suicide prevention training
QUEENSLAND-BASED	pharmacy 

staff are being invited to take part 
in two free local early suicide 
prevention programs to support 
their communities. 

Pharmacy Guild of Australia 
Queensland Branch Acting 
President, Chris Owen, said the 
Conversations for Life and Stronger 
Smarter Yarns for Life workshops 
have been funded by the Federal 
Government and the Central 
Queensland, Wide Bay, Sunshine 
Coast Primary Health Networks.

The sessions will take place in 
late Apr and early May for both 
community members and local 
pharmacists. 

“By educating and upskilling 
Queenslanders in early suicide 
prevention, we hope to increase 
the confidence of community 
members and pharmacy staff so 

they can engage in conversations 
with people at risk for early 
intervention,” Owens said.

“The training promotes early 
conversations, community 
connections and social inclusion 
while reducing any stigma related 
to mental illness.

“The program will also highlight 
referral pathways to locally-led 

suicide prevention services to 
support practical and ongoing 
community collaboration.”

Owen added that pharmacists 
were “in a unique position not 
only to recognise sucidality, but to 
encourage others in the community 
to learn how to do it with this kind 
of training”. 
CLICK	HERE to register. 
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You asked for it and we’ve 
delivered. Storbie Bookings is just 
about ready for release and we’re 
excited to share with you what 
we’ve been working on. It’s packed 
with all the features you need to 
offer online appointment scheduling 
for any and all of your services.

This is your chance to get an 
exclusive preview of Storbie 
Bookings with our free webinar. 

Reserve your seat

SEE STORBIE BOOKINGS IN ACTION!
Tuesday 20th April, 5:45pm (AEST) 

Reserve your seat now and see 
how we can power up your 
pharmacy services online.  

Can’t make the live time slot? No 
dramas! Chuck your name down 
and we’ll send you the recording to 
watch when you’re ready.

Free

W
ebinar

https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=66&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD140421&u=https://www.storbie.com/au/pharmacy/resources/bookings-webinar?utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=display+ad&utm_campaign=pharmacy+daily&utm_content=storbie+bookings


Discount Drug Stores is a 
leading discount pharmacy 
that offers value and 
convenience across more than 
130+ stores across Australia. 

Discount Drug Stores provides 
customers with everyday  
value on pharmacy products 
and healthcare solutions 
in a simple and convenient 
shopping experience. 

Do you want a simple turnkey 
solution that offers customers 
everyday low pricing and value 
while having all the trappings of 
a national retail brand?

 

 

Everyday value, simple and 
convenient shopping

Join us today.  
Visit sigmahealthcare.com.au/discount-drug-stores
Discuss your plans with your local state manager:  
Peter Lane   |   0413 050 635  
Peter.Lane@sigmahealthcare.com.au

Join Discount Drug Stores,  
part of the Sigma Healthcare family 
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