
A different way to support 
urinary tract health

To learn more about the Ellura research and prescribing 
considerations visit flordis.com.au/health-professionals

Ellura® is a clinically researched cranberry product 
that helps reduce the occurrence of medically 
diagnosed cystitis.1 Containing the recommended 
and validated dose of 36mg proanthocyanadins 
(PACs), Ellura® meets the specific criteria set out 
by the 2012 Cochrane Review for recurrent cystitis 
reduction,2 making it an integrative approach you 
can count on. Simple.

36mg
PACs

IN
DE

PENDENT LAB

TESTED & VALIDATED
*

To discover the Flordis™ integrative medicine pharmacy specials, contact your Flordis™  
representative: www.flordis.com.au or by contacting customer service on 1800 334 224.
References: 1. Howell AB, et al. BMC Infect Dis. 2010;10:94.  2. Jepson RG, et al. Cochrane database of systematic reviews. 2012(10).

Always read the label. Follow the directions for use.  
If symptoms worsen or change unexpectedly, talk to your health professional.
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Mag-Sup

High absorption 
magnesium 

Available 
in 50’s, 

100’s and 
250’s from 

Symbion, 
Sigma and 

API.

Pharmacy only.

Mag-Sup

Use only as directed. 
Consult your healthcare professional if symptoms persist. 

50’s
PBS & 
RPBS 
Listed
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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features three pages of news, 
a cover page from Flordis, and 
full pages from: 
•	Nestle
•	 Sigma Healthcare

PSA Member Insurance
Professional Indemnity Insurance

Feel secure 
with an insurer 

who has an 
A+ financial 

strength rating*.

Switch to 
PSA Member 

Insurance now, 
and only pay up 
to $182.60* p.a.

*Click through to view terms and conditions

SIGN UP NOW

SACHET PACKING MACHINES

smartmed.com.au | 1300 556 497 | 
sales@smartmed.com.au

NOW AVAILABLE
Fully refurbished with warranty
Significant cost savings vs new
Purchase or monthly rental
Pack your own sachets in-house
Fast, accurate, reliable
Quality Japanese-made machines

   Proudly installing sachet packing machines into 
Australian pharmacies since 2001

   

With fully integrated e‑Prescriptions, 
dispensing has never been easier.
Contact us today to find out how to start dispensing with Dispense Works. 
www.posworks.com.au   |   enquiries@posworks.com.au   |   07 3277 9488 

REGROW THE HAIR YOU KNOW

with

Contact your Arrotex OTC Sales Representative 
directly or call 1300 927 769 to find out more

Always read the label. Follow the directions for use.  
If symptoms persist, talk to your health professional.

Minoxidil 5% w/v topical solution  
3 and 6 months value packs for the  
treatment of hereditary hair loss

Launch Promotion Available Now

Arrotex Pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd. Ph 1300 927 769.  

Take the next 
step to grow 
your successful 
pharmacy with 
Australia’s leading 
community 
pharmacy 
network.

joinbloomsthechemist.com.au

Deus Luggya 
Pharmacist-owner & team 

Bakewell NT Let super-sub play role 
VICTORIAN politicians are being 

urged to let pharmacies “off the 
bench” to support efforts to tackle 
the COVID-19 pandemic as the 
State enters a seven-day lockdown. 

Pharmacy Guild of Australia 
Victorian Branch President, 
Anthony Tassone, said community 
pharmacies would be an essential 
service that will remain open as 
the State battles with its latest 
COVID outbreak. 

He urged the Victorian 
Government to let pharmacists 
play an active role in administering 
vaccines.

“It’s a travesty that community 
pharmacies stand ready on the 
sidelines watching the game 
unfold before them and have been 
held back from taking the field 
by the Victorian Government to 
help the team get the job done,” 
Tassone said.

“Over 800 community 
pharmacies [in Victoria] have 
been deemed ‘suitable’ by the 
Commonwealth Department of 
Health through the expression 
of interest process to participate 
in the Australian Government 
COVID-19 vaccination program.  

“That’s over 800 COVID-19 
vaccination clinics sitting idle 
none the wiser when they can 
help protect their patients and 
communities as we enter another 
seven-day lockdown.

“The time has well and truly 
come, we’re almost in overtime in 
the game, let the super-sub off the 
bench and onto the field – State 
and Territory Governments must 
activate pharmacies now for the 
COVID-19 vaccine program.”

The State-wide lockdown will 
come into force from midnight 
tonight.

Ellura support
FLORDIS is today highlighting 

Ellura, its clinically researched 
cranberry product which helps 
reduce the occurrence of 
medically diagnosed cystitis.

See the cover page for more.
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Need help with your pharmacy payroll? 
Click here to see our solution. 

Ready to Help Your
Business Soar to
Greater Heights

1300 604 492

28 Walters Drive,
Osborne Park, W.A.

eaglesharedservices.com.au

Business advisory service

Multi site reports & dashboards

Stock control analytics

Transform your business with standard
or customised financial & managerial
reporting.

We’ll Keep an Eagle Eye on Your Business 

Guild needs to make biosimilar push
PHARMACY leaders are being 

urged to “tread the halls” of 
Parliament House to educate 
politicians and bureaucrats about 
the benefits of biosimilars, former 
Commonwealth Department of 
Health Secretary, Jane Halton 
(pictured), believes. 

The Generic and Biosimilar 
Medicines Association (GBMA) 
Independent Chair, told delegates 
at the Australian Pharmacy 
Professional Conference (APP) that 
she was “genuinely concerned 
and very worried” about the lack 
of understanding of biosimilar 
medications in the halls of power. 

“It concerns me that people have 
become very inward focused,” 
Halton said.

“They’re very focused on just 
process and they’re not curious, 
and in the absence of curiousity the 
problem is your knowledge remains 

very fixed, and you don’t see the 
challenge and opportunity.

“I don’t think there’s an easy fix 
for this... it does require a high level 
of engagement and advocacy on 
your behalf. 

“The messages you want to 
share are not just about pharmacy 
specifically, they’re also about 
medicines, they’re about the 
opportunities that there are for 
Australia and Australian patients.”

Halton also expressed concerns 
over the public’s health literacy.

“One thing I worry about and 
we’re seeing at the moment is 
patients pick up on things in the 
media, and they worry,” she said. 

“Your leadership does need to 
regularly tread the halls and go and 
sit in those conference rooms in 
the ‘serious building’ [Parliament 
House].

“We need to be out talking more 

about what [biosimilars] are and 
why they’re important. 

“Biosimilars are absolutely the 
coming thing, and we need to talk 
about this, and sadly not just to the 
public and your patients, but also 
to Government.”

PSA Refresher staying onshore in 2021
THE Pharmaceutical Society 

of Australia’s (PSA’s) annual 
Refresher Conference will 
break with tradition and remain 
onshore in 2021. 

The event will take place in 
Darwin from 01 to 07 Sep, with 
former PSA National President, 
Warwick Plunkett, noting the 
Northern Territory capital 
came “closest to meeting our 
requirements for an interesting, 
different and exotic destination, 
albeit not quite ‘offshore’.”

Pre- and post-conference 

tours will offer delegates the 
opportunity to experience the 
NT’s unique combination of 
tangible and spiritual elements, 
travelling to Kakadu, Katherine 
and Litchfield national parks, as 
well as the Red Centre. 

The program’s educational 
sessions will provide therapeutic 
updates, and business insights 
from Queensland University of 
Technology Adjunct Professor of 
Pharmacy Management, Bruce 
Annabel. 

CLICK HERE for more details. 

Brunswick pharmacy added to watchlist
PATIENTS who visited Priceline 

Pharmacy Barkly Square, 
Brunswick, on 22 May, are being 
told to get tested for COVID-19 
and wait until they have a 
negative result. 

Victorian health officials added 
the pharmacy to the State’s 
watchlist yesterday, after it 
emerged that a person who 
tested positive for the virus visited 
the Barkly Square shopping centre 
on Sat between 1.15 and 2.30pm. 

Barkly Square has been 
assessed as a Tier 2 location with 

authorities noting the individual 
“walked around the centre and 
into some shops with limited 
purchases”.

To date five pharmacies have 
been listed as Tier 2 exposure 
sites.

Guild awaits RAP 
endorsement

THE Pharmacy Guild of 
Australia is finalising its first 
national Reconciliation Action 
Plan (RAP), with plans to 
launch it once it has been 
endorsed by Reconciliation 
Australia. 

National President, Trent 
Twomey, said the RAP 
was being developed in 
consultation with stakeholders 
and Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Island peoples.

“Reconciliation is all about 
action and our plan will 
detail the very real and 
positive actions our member 
pharmacies can take towards 
reconciliation,” he said.

“This is just one example of 
how reconciliation must work 
in a very real sense.”
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SNIFFER dogs could soon be 
out of work, with ferrets proving 
their noses are just as sensitive 
in picking up scents during a 
recent trial in the US. 

Researchers from Colorado 
State University found 
domesticated male ferrets 
could identify the whiff of avian 
influenza from a quick sniff of 
duck poo. 

In a paper published in PLOS 
One, the authors said the ferrets 
were 90% accurate at picking up 
the virus, even when they were 
given multiple samples of duck 
excrement infected with other 
viruses, delivering a near-instant 
response.

“You find out in one minute as 
opposed to getting a sample, 
sending it to a lab and then 
getting results a couple of days 
later,” they said. 

While the authors were 
confident in ferrets’ abilities to 
identify other diseases, they 
warned that the mustelids were 
too distractible to become part 
of a GP’s diagnositic arsenal. 

Dispensary 
Corner

Thu 27th May 2021
©South Australia Tourism Commission

keep dreaming...  
Inspiration for your next escape

Click to 
subscribe

Join TWC Executive Director Anthony White and other industry experts for a webinar series to help you take that leap from Pharmacist to Business Owner.

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE AND TO REGISTER. 

Supporting the next generation into pharmacy ownership. 

Want to be part of the next generation of pharmacy owners?

Tanya Maloney, Pharmacy Owner at  
TWC Coffs Harbour, NSW

Goalposts keep moving on COVAX
PHARMACISTS are ready and 

waiting to join the COVID-19 
vaccination (COVAX) campaign, 
but “the goalposts keep moving”, 
regional Victorian pharmacy owner, 
Taren Gill, told ABC Victoria’s 
Conversation Hour.

Gill noted community pharmacies 
had been advised that they would 
join the national immunisation 
efforts in May or Jun, adding “now 
we just don’t know”. 

“My team of pharmacists here 
in Maryborough - and I know my 
colleagues around the State and 
country - have done our training 
and we’re still waiting for the green 
light,” she said. 

“There is a ready workforce in 
pharmacy who are happy to help 
[with the vaccination effort].”

Gill welcomed the Therapeutic 

Goods Administration’s (TGA’s) 
decision to approve more flexible 
storage arrangements for the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine (PD 24 
May).

“The big gamechanger for a 
successful rollout is the fact that 
we can now have the vaccine - the 
Pfizer one - stored in the normal 
2-8°C vaccine fridge that every 
pharmacy has, making it even 
easier [to store],” she said. 

The Maryborough pharmacist 
added that she had seen “a lot of 
hesitancy” around the vaccine, 
but said the recent outbreak in 
Melbourne news that exposure 
sites have been identified in nearby 
Bendigo could encourage patients 
to get vaccinated. 

“I think the message is clear from 
health professionals, and it’s a 

single message that the best thing 
we can do is to get vaccinated and 
have that community immunity,” 
she said. 

“It’s unfortunate that we have 
a cluster so close to home, but 
hopefully it does promote the idea 
that this is an important thing, and 
we may live regionally, but we’re 
not really too far away from the 
action.”

GP costs block access to care: McBride
RISING out-of-pocket expenses 

are becoming a barrier for 
patients seeking access to primary 
care, Labor Shadow Assistant 
Minister for Mental Health, Emma 
McBride, warns.

The pharmacist-turned 
Federal MP, told the House of 
Representatives that the average 
out-of-pocket cost of visiting a GP 
has increased by close to 30% in 
the last eight years.

Highlighting the issue 
impacting her NSW Central 

Coast constituency of Dobell, 
she quoted a letter published in 
the Coast Community Chronicle 
yesterday, in which a patient said 
her regular GP clinic forced her to 
have a telehealth appointment. 

The woman was then charged a 
$20 “gap” fee, and an additional 
$50 charge, with no Medicare 
rebate, because she “hadn’t been 
into the actual centre for a year”.

The patient was then given a 
script for antibiotics, which the GP  
said “probably wouldn’t work”. 

COVAX storage
THE Pharmacy Registration 

Board of WA has published 
a memorandum detailing 
requirements for pharmacy 
storage of COVID-19 vaccines.

Pharmacies approved to 
participate in the rollout must 
have a dedicated area where 
vaccines from multi-dose vials 
may be drawn up, and the 
vaccines may be stored outside 
the dispensary area, subject 
to certain conditions - see 
pharmacyboardwa.com.au.
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Powered by  
Sigma Healthcare

*Amcal Guardian LEAPP 2017 Cohort vs Amcal Guardian Non-LEAPP pharmacies

• Coaching, tools and resources to 
improve leadership, communication, 
accountability and dispensary workflow

• Enabling increased frequency and quality 
of pharmacist-patient engagements

• Achieve successful execution of Health  
Services programs and increased          
team satisfaction

• Exclusive to Amcal and Guardian

A pharmacy that has  
successfully completed LEAPP 
Foundations grows prescription 
volumes 3 times faster than  
non-LEAPP pharmacies*

TO FIND OUT MORE CONTACT  
dispensary.services@sigmahealthcare.com.au

Implementing an unrivalled pharmacist-led, advice-driven 
service model which supports better patient health  
outcomes and improved business performance.
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