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Union targets 30% pay hike for interns

EMPLOYEE pharmacist union,
Professional Pharmacists Australia
(PPA), is calling on the Fair Work
Commission to boost intern
pharmacists’ minimum rates by
30% - from $24.97 an hour to
$32.47, ahead of its review of the
Pharmacy Industry Award 2022.

With the Commission set to
review the Award in Feb 2022,
the PPA has launched a petition to
secure a base rate of pay to make
the profession more attactive to
students.

“An intern pharmacist in a
community pharmacy earns only
$2 more than an entry level retail
worker, despite the years of study,
HECS debt, personal liability, and
ongoing registration costs,” the
Union said.

“PPA has been campaigning for
improvements to pharmacists pay

Efficiency boost

PHARM X Connectivity is
aiming to help Australian
pharmacists to support
their patients by boosting
efficiencies and cutting back on
administrative tasks.

See page three for more.

and conditions for many years, and
in 2019, was successful in arguing
for a 5% pay increase under the
pharmacy award.

“We're preparing our case for
a 30% increase to the graduate
pharmacy pay.

“This will reflect the study,
training, ongoing professional
development requirements,
skills and expertise of graduate
pharmacists, and is also a reflection
of the increasingly significant role
pharmacists play in our healthcare
sector.

“We’re confident a 30% increase...

will modernise the pay conditions
of graduate pharmacists.

“This will help attract high school
students to pharmacy, attract
graduate pharmacists to pharmacy
as a profession and retain existing
young pharmacists in the industry.”

Dispensing help

PHARMACY software
provider, Dispense Assist is
offering real-time help for
busy pharmacies, with its
team of dispensers available
round the clock.

See page four for more.
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Available via all major wholesalers, or contact your Arrotex OTC Territory Manager to order
Deal pricing valid 1 October - 30 November

MEANWMHILE, in a video posted
on Facebook, PPA President, Geoff
Marsh, praised the commitment
pharmacists have shown throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“That commitment has been in
the face of working in a climate
of low morale caused by poor pay
and conditions, a lack of career
progression and high workloads,”
he said.

“I'm particularly concerned about
the high workload you’re facing...
you can only safely do so much.”
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¥ No alcohol
v No sugar

v No artificial sweeteners, flavours, or colours
v Now with syringe for easy dosing

Relief from colic & wind discomfort, restless sleep & indigestion symptoms.

Order now through your wholesaler, infantsfriend.com.au

or contact In2Pharma on 1800 886 786.

With fully integrated e-Prescriptions,

DISPENSE
WORKS

PHARMACY SOFTWARE

dispensing has never been easier.

Contact us today to find out how to start dispensing with Dispense Works.
www.posworks.com.au | enquiries@posworks.com.au | 07 3277 9488
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i AMH CHILDREN’S
DOSING COMPANION
— IN BOOK OR ONLINE.
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ORDER NOW.
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To find out more go &

to www.amh.net.au

States must move on RAT legislation

STATE governments in South
Australia and Western Australia are
being urged to update legislation for
the use of rapid antigen tests (RAT)

for home use, by the Pharmaceutical

Society of Australia (PSA).

PSA WA Branch President, Keegan
Wong, noted that under the state’s
Health Act “a person must not use a
RAT as a tool to detect or diagnose
COVID-19”, with an exception for
logistical reasons.

“It is currently to be used for
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transport, freight and logistics,
testing drivers at the borders, but
strangely, the legislation has not yet
taken into account the state’s health
workers,” he said.

“This goes to show that the
McGowan Government is more
concerned about border control
than the welfare of those on the
frontline.

“Antigen testing will become a
cornerstone of life as the virus
eventually spreads across the nation
and will ultimately reduce the risk of
pharmacy closures due to COVID-19
exposure and subsequent isolation
periods for pharmacists and
pharmacy staff.

“For Australia’s most
geographically-dispersed state, it
is imperative that communities
continue to have access to essential
medicines and health services.”

PSA SA Branch President, Robyn
John, warned that without reforms

the state would be “left behind”.

“The benéefits of antigen testing
are clear, hence, why supermarket
giants have recently announced
they will be stocking tests for
personal use as of next week. In
the meantime, this out-of-date
legislation is holding South Australia
back,” she said.

“Whilst full vaccination decreases
the risk of infection, pharmacists
and pharmacy staff are not immune
to isolation periods and resulting
pharmacy closures.

“With other jurisdictions emerging
from lockdowns and borders
gradually reopening, we need to
ensure we are using all the tools at
our disposal to continue to detect
COVID-19 in the community.”

MEANWHILE, Roche Diagnostics
Australia has confirmed that its
RAT will be available in more than
500 pharmacies, in the ACT, NSW,
Queensland and Victoria next week.

Guild seek equal COVAX pay for all

COMMUNITY pharmacy
leaders are continuing to seek
improved remuneration for the
sector’s role in the COVID-19
vaccination rollout, with the
booster program set to start next
month (PD 27 Oct).

With pharmacies currently
paid significantly less than GPs
for administering doses of the
vaccines, Pharmacy Guild of
Australia National President, Trent
Twomey, said the organisation
was continuing its efforts to
secure “same job, same pay”.

“We're in active conversations
with the Commonwealth
Government,” he said.

“There should be one primary
healthcare payment, and the
Guild will continue to advocate

for that.

“You don’t pay a woman less
money than a bloke for doing the
same job, and you should not pay
a pharmacist less money for doing
the same job as another primary
healthcare provider.”

Speaking at a Guild webinar last
Wed, Twomey noted that under
current processes, pharmacies are
set to be paid $16 to administer
a booster to a patient, if they
had not received either of their
initial doses at the store, or $26
if they had been give one of their
previous doses in the pharmacy.

However, in cases where a
patient had received both primary
doses in the store, the pharmacy
would be unable to claim until 14
Dec (PD 26 Oct).
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A UNIQUE contraceptive
device for men has taken out a
major design award in Germany.

The COSO male birth control
gadget, created by University
of Munich design graduate
Rebecca Weiss is also described
as a “testicle bath”, which uses
ultrasonic energy to temporarily
inhibit sperm mobility.

Weiss has been named the
winner of the German division
of the James Dyson Award,
which “celebrates, encourages
and inspires the designers of
new problem-solving ideas”.

The COSO device (screen
grab from promotional video
pictured below) comes
complete with a smartphone
app to ensure testicles are
bathed in ultrasound-energised
warm water for sufficient time
to create the necessary effect
on fertility.

It only needs to be used every
few months to keep the sperm
inert, meaning they are unable
to fertilise eggs during sex.

Weiss said she was inspired
to come up with an alternative
to the contraceptive pill after
being diagnosed with precursor
cervical cancer.

She said the lack of male
birth control options led her to
develop “a new contraceptive
approach for men in my
master’s thesis"”.
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A revolutionary way of
dispensing prescriptions

in your pharmacy for a
fraction of your normal cost.

e Save up to 91% on award rates
e Save up to $100,000pa on a single employee
e Rates as low as $4.62/hr

Dispensing Reinvented

Utilising the latest technology and software,
Dispense Assist pharmacists and dispensary
technicians login and dispense your prescriptions
through your Dispense system.

Our dispensers are available 24/7/365 at a moment's notice
whenever you need them for sessions of 30mins to 24hrs.
Dispense Assist will reduce staff costs, solve your staffing
issues, minimise dispensing and medication errors, improve
customer satisfaction and increase the value of your pharmacy.

You book a session, selecting a pharmacist or dispensary

technician, and an exclusive or shared session.

You log us into your dispense workstation during the
session and we dispense through your dispense software.

You complete the dispensing process including taking the
medicines off the shelf and labelling them.

To find out more visit

www.dispenseassist.com.au
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