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COVID still here

WITH new COVID-19
case numbers on the rise,
Professional Pharmacists
Australian (PPA) is seeking
to remind employers of their
obligations to staff.

In a statement, the union
said employers must consult
the workforce about the risks
of COVID-19 in the workplace
and have a plan with control
measures to stop the spread of
the virus.

The PPA said that workers
who were members of a union
were in a stronger position
to secure the best possible
workplace health and safety
protections.
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LGP takes step towards OTC CBD

MEDICINAL cannabis company,
Little Green Pharma (LGP), could
be the first to deliver a Schedule 3
product to the Australian market,
after securing ethics approval for its
Phase Ill SleepWell Study.

The Australian-based, multi-site,
placebo-controlled trial will assess
the efficacy and safety of the
company’s LGP Classic 50 cannabis
product for stress reduction and
improved quality of sleep in
healthy adults.

In a statement to the Australian
Securities Exchange (ASX) the
company reported that if the trial is
successful it will support the future
registration of the cannabis oil
medication as an over-the-counter
(OTC) treatment.

LGP CEO, Fleta Solomon,
welcomed the ethics approval.

“We are delighted to receive
ethics approval for LGP’s SleepWell
Study, which is yet another
significant achievement for the
LGP team and its product and
drug delivery innovation strategy,”

Mag-Sup

o

Solomon said.

“This represents a significant
milestone for Australian patients
along the pathway to ultimately
accessing Australian-made CBD
products at their local pharmacy
oTc”

The company said the S3 CBD
market was set to reach $250
million and more than two million
consumers at market maturity.

Under the current scheduling
model, products containing a
maximum daily dose of 150mg

®

High absorption
magnesium.

Available in

50’s, 100’s and 250's.
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50's PBS and RPBS listed.

Available from Symbion, Sigma, APl & CH2. Pharmacy only.

of CBD can be dispensed OTC,
however, there are currently no
products that meet that criteria
listed on the Australian Register of
Therapeutic Goods.

Voicing support for the Narcotic
Drugs Amendment (Medicinal
Cannabis) Bill 2021 in Feb 2021,
Federal Health Minister, Mark
Butler, said the OTC dosage was
“sub-therapeutic”.

“For many conditions 150mg
a day simply won’t do the job,”
Butler said.
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Queensland trio in running for PotY

QUEENSLAND pharmacies
make up half the finalists for the
Pharmacy Guild of Australia’s 2023
Pharmacy of the Year (PotY) title.

The six-store list features
Queensland’s Livelife Pharmacy
Cooroy, Thursday Island Pharmacy
and Wholelife Pharmacy and
Healthfoods Pearse Street, Capital
Chemist Calwell, ACT, Pharmacy
777 Shoalwater, Western Australia,
and Ouyen Pharmacy, Victoria.

Guild Senior Vice President and
PotY judging panel member, Nick
Panayiaris said this year’s nominees
had set a new benchmark for
community pharmacies.

“The nominations have been
absolutely exceptional,” he said.

“These awards have been
presented for more than 20 years,
but the judges all agree this year
has been outstanding.”

Panayiaris said that it was
remarkable to see how many
stores had invested in automation
and other technology, which has
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enabled them to make the changes
necessary to grow their businesses
and launch patient-centred
services, while managing the
impact of COVID-19.

“It was really encouraging to see
how pharmacies had responded
to the changed environment of
COVID and adapted to meet the
different patient demands and
expectations,” he said.

“They innovated, they pivoted,
and they came up with solutions to
previously unencountered clinical
and business challenges.”

Award sponsor, Care
Pharmaceuticals General Manager,
Jonathan Biddle, said the
competition sought to acknowledge
Australia’s most innovative and
adaptable pharmacies.

“They have worked under the
most challenging situations to
meet the needs of their patients
and their community by providing
comprehensive, holistic health
services, medication safety and

SUBVARIANTS

GIVE THE SARS-COV-2

advice, through well-managed
pharmacies,” he said.

“This year we had hundreds of
nominations for the award.

“We are proud at Care
Pharmaceuticals to sponsor
this important recognition of
outstanding pharmacies, and our
sponsorship reflects our ongoing
commitment to patients and
pharmacies in the sector.”

The 2023 PotY winner will be
announced at the Australian
Pharmacy Professional Conference
on the Gold Coast on 23 Mar 2023.

Ozempic warning

SOCIAL media influencers
and other advertisers are
being warned not to promote
diabetes treatment, Ozempic
(semagludtide) for weight-loss,
by the Therapeutic Goods
Administration (TGA).

In a statement released
yesterday, the TGA said
advertising of the prescription-
only medication was
“prohibited”.

“Advertising to the public
is a contravention of the
[Therapeutic Goods] Act [1989]
that can result in jail time and
criminal penalties of up to
$888,000 for individuals [or]
$4.44 million for corporations,
[and] civil penalties of up to
$1.11 million for individuals or
$11.1 million for corporations,”
the TGA said.

Nova Nordisk has previously
warned that the medication
was likely to be unavailable in
Australia until late Mar 2023.

Moderna’s SPIKEVAX BIVALENT Original/Omicron COVID-19
vaccine has provisional approval as a booster for active

immunisation to prevent COVID-19 caused by SARS-CoV-2
in individuals 18 years of age and older.' The use of these
vaccines should be in accordance with official recommendation.’

A TASTE OF THEIR

OWN MEDICINE'

Introducing SPIKEVAX BIVALENT

the next-gen vaccine providing
superior immune response against
Omicron’ vs SPIKEVAX Original.’

PBS Information: This product is not
listed on the National Immunisation
Program (NIP) or the PBS.

W This vaccine is subject to additional monitoring in
Australia. This will allow quick identification of new
safety information. Healthcare professionals are
asked to report any suspected adverse events at
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S )
— .

For more information call the Moderna =
Medical Information team on 1800 344 018 B

or visit www.modernatx.com.au

*Comparing neutralising antibody titres against BA.1.

With a safety profile consistent with
SPIKEVAX Original, SPIKEVAX BIVALENT
is now available as a booster for adults
aged >18 years!

ispersion for injection
COVID-19 mANA Vaccine
(rucleasida modified)

Ec spikevax' 0.10 mg/mL

Intramuscular Use

www.tga.gov.au/reporting-problems.

BEFORE PRESCRIBING, PLEASE REVIEW
PRODUCT INFORMATION AVAILABLE BY
SCANNING THE QR CODE, OR FROM
HTTPS://MODERNACOVID19GLOBAL.COM/EN-AU OR
FROM MODERNA AUSTRALIA ON 1800 344 018.

Reference: 1. Spikevax Bivalent Product Information, August 2022.
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Scan for View Product
| I I O e rn O Moderna Australia Pty Ltd. Level 6, 60 Martin Place, Sydney, NSW 2000. ATAGI booster expert opinion Information
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BRITISH pharmacy worker,
Simon Hodgetts, has been
caught out by his own web of
lies.

The Birmingham-based
38-year-old faked a burglary
at the pharmacy he worked in
on 02 Mar 2021, in an effort to
cover his tracks having stolen
cash from the store.

Hodgetts told his manager
that he had discovered the
break-in when he arrived to
open the store and called police.

A hearing of Birmingham
Crown Court was told that while
there had been some damage to
the store’s shutters and the door
had come off it appeared that it
had been done from the inside.

The Court heard that Hodgett
told police that at around
7.15am there had been a knock
on the door of the pharmacy
and he was confronted by a man
with a gun demanding to be let
in, Birmingham Live reported.

However, he was busted when
he changed his story for a third
time during a police interview,
with his lawyer noting his lack of
consistency was his undoing.

moderna
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TAINTED batches of generic
lamotrigine tablets, used for treating
bipolar disorder and epilepsy,
are being dispensed in Australia,
research from the University of NSW
(UNSW) reveals.

The study published in
Australasian Psychiatry used
mass spectrometry to analyse six
lamotrigine preparations distributed
in Australia and two generic versions
of the drug used by two patients
reporting side effects.

While the analyses of the six
preparations were comparable and
showed no signs of compromising,
the assays of the drugs taken by the
two patients showed deviations in
the lamotrigine concentration.

Lead author, UNSW Medicine
and Health School of Clinical
Medicine Scentia Professor of
Psychiatry, Gordon Parker, noted
that the findings did not suggest
“that all generics are universally
compromised”.

“But our analyses do indicate
some compromised lamotrigine
medications are being distributed
in Australia,” he said.

“It’s possible that being
transported to Australia, they might
be exposed to excessive heat or
cold and may break down.

“But we suspect there are some

Click to read

S IEad Concerns over genetrics

manufacturing sites where the
product is being compromised

or contaminated after receiving
Therapeutic Goods Administration
(TGA) approval.

“The faulty batches likely reflect
some on-site manufacturers having
poor quality control processes, and
the pharmaceutical companies may
be quite unaware of what’s going
on with their manufacturers.”

Parker noted that the TGA
received 114 adverse event reports
for lamotrigine, including four
deaths, between Jan 2018 and Feb
2021, but said the regulator had yet
to take action.

“This should signal a possible
canary in the coal mine phenomena
that the TGA should be urgently
looking into,” he said.
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Walgreens cops
workforce fines

US PHARMACY giant,
Walgreens, has been hit with
fines of close to $100,000 by
the Maine Board of Pharmacy.

The fines related to
15 incidents where the
corporation’s stores either
failed to have a pharmacist in
charge on duty, or reducing
stores’ opening hours without
notifying the Board.

The fines ranged from
$730 to $26,000, with the
the company’s pharmacy in
Auburn landing the largest
fine, after it reportedly
failed to meet the State’s
requirement for pharmacies to
open for 40 hours a week for
18 weeks between Oct 2021
and Apr 2022.

The store was found to have
opened for just 16 hours
during one week in mid-Dec
2021.

Walgreens reported that
workforce shortages were
the primary factor behind the
issues, noting that its efforts
to move pharmacists between
stores were insufficient.

CVS was also fined $19,800
by the Board for four similar
breaches.

COVID-19 VACCINATION - addressing your
frequently asked questions

Monday b December 2022 | 7:30pm-8:30pm AEDT

REGISTER TODAY

This meeting is for Healthcare Professionals only

Moderna Australia Pty Ltd. Level 6, 60 Martin Place, Sydney, NSW 2000. © Copyright 2022. Prepared: November 2022. AU-C0V-2200083. MOD0148
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#1 for Vaccination Excellence
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Industry leading vaccination program to
increase customer footfall into your pharmacy

® 20% market share in administering COVID-19 vaccinations*

* Expanded Corporate Health Program for 2023

* Winner of Inside Retail’s Customer Experience of the Year award for vaccinations in 2022
¢ Over 2 million vaccinations delivered in the last 2 years

* #2 media investor in community pharmacy, keeping our brand top of mind for consumers

* Vaccination news, education, support tools and booking engine to ensure your team
can focus on what's important

*AIR pharmacy data for COVID-19 vaccinations

Want to grow your business? Call today:

Richard Jensch  (QLD) - 0401 560 712 TerryWhite
Gary Flynn (SA/NT) — 0488 223 155
Fiona McKenzie  (NSW) — 0437 599 920 Chemmart.
(
(

Peter O'Brien  (VIC/TAS) - 0427 352 902 , .
Rebecca Wall WA) — 0477 538 865 that’s real chemistry
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If you want more margin in
your jelly bean sales, then
Gluco Beans are for you!

gWITH LUCOS
(N | VATURAL  CpLAST

ITH 33
colours vgfggo"s’.g SYRUP

ORDER NOW!

SKU - CARTON BUY* CARTON QTY CH2 PDE RRP PER UNIT

Gluco Beans 1 kg (Assorted) “ 2573460 $15.99
Gluco Beans 70 g (Assorted) | 24units | 2573478 $1.99

Please Note: Orders are by carton only. BRAND
_ _ ~>~. SOLUTIONS
If you would like to find out more about Gluco Beans contact your AUSTRALIA
Brand Solutions Australia representative or email admin@bsaus.com.au _—
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