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Helps build 
strong bones

Available from API, 
Symbion, Sigma & CH2

Use only as 
directed. Consult 
your healthcare 
professional if 
symptoms persist.

Calcium 
600mg 

120 tablets

An upgraded booking calendar is coming 
to Australian pharmacies. 

Click-here to read more about how MedAdvisor for Pharmacy 
will empower you for success in 2024 and beyond.

An upgraded booking calendar is coming 

Click-here to read more about how MedAdvisor for Pharmacy 

MySL in the 
hands of 
your patients

Grant MySL access today

Ask your pharmacist 
for your MySL code

Free

Pharmacy
Connect

STAND 68

Disease risk tool
A new genetic tool 

developed by the Centenary 
Institute can predict risk of 
liver disease in heavy drinkers.

Known as a polygenic risk 
score, it helps pinpoint people 
most likely to suffer from 
alcohol-associated cirrhosis 
based on their genetic makeup.

Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features three pages of the 
latest news, a cover wrap from 
AdPha plus a full page from 
Dispense Assist.

SHPA enters an ‘Advanced’ new era
The Society of Hospital 

Pharmacists of Australia (SHPA) 
has begun trading as Advanced 
Pharmacy Australia (AdPha), 
reflecting a new era in patient care. 

With Australians taking more 
medicines than ever before, the 
rebrand comes in response to the 
increasing needs of patients, and a 
pharmacy profession outgrowing 
traditional workplace boundaries. 

AdPha President Tom Simpson 
FANZCAP (Lead&Mgmt) said the 
organisation will continue to 
represent the voice of Australian 
pharmacists and technicians, as it 
has done for eight decades, but is 
now more inclusive. 

“Hospital pharmacy is no longer 
contained by the four walls of our 
hospitals,” he said. 

“Our members are on the 
forefront of innovation providing 
acute and urgent pharmacy care 
across care settings. 

“The last decade has seen growth 
in pharmacy expertise in areas such 
as medicines regulation and digital 
health, while pharmacogenomics 

and advanced therapeutics will 
continue to change the way we 
care for our patients. 

“Our membership reflects these 
changes - not all members are 
pharmacists and many do not work 
in hospitals - and from today, our 
name reflects these changes too.” 

The industry body’s visual identity 
has also been refreshed, featuring 
imagery of four intersecting circles 
which represent the core values of 
collaboration and inclusivity. 

“The circles are a metaphor 
for what we pride ourselves on: 
inclusivity, networks, collaboration, 

and patient-centred care...[and] 
also reflect the value we place in 
our many partnerships,” explained 
Simpson, who is pictured with CEO 
Kristin Michaels. 

He said that although the trading 
name of the Society of Hospital 
Pharmacists of Australia has 
changed, its commitment to its 
members and the patients in their 
care is unwavering. 

“As AdPha, we will continue to 
deliver everything our members 
expect from us. 

“At the same time, we will lift the 
ceiling on what is possible for any 
pharmacy practitioner, based on 
their passion, potential and the 
care they can provide, beyond the 
building they work in. 

“We are no longer about where 
we work, but about what we can 
do; this change is about setting 
us up for our next era leading 
pharmacy innovation to empower 
members and the Australians in 
their care,” Simpson concluded. 

For more information, see the 
cover page. JM

Low-cost solution
DisPense Assist is a 

low-cost staffing solution 
with dispensary technicians 
available 24/7 at rates as low 
as $6.37 per hour.

To learn more about the free 
trial, head to page four.
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find out more

Time to rethink your
dispensary set-up?

www.willach.com.au
Tel: (03) 9429 8222
info@willach.com.au

The CONSIS C uses state-of-the-art technology in all
areas of operations, from the user and control software
to the mechanical and electronic components. The
sophisticated design maximises storage capacity, the
dual lane feeder system speeds up loading, whilst
inbuilt sensors and cameras offer peace of mind with
advanced diagnostic support.

The latest in pharmacy robotic automation

Page prescribes for sector’s success 

Melbourne-based pharmacist, 
and winner of the prestigious PSA 
Symbion Pharmacist of the Year 
award for 2024, Dr Amy Page, 
intends to use her win to raise the 
profession’s profile. 

Dr Page (pictured) was recognised 
for her extensive contributions to 
pharmacy practice, research, and 
education (PD 02 Aug).

Expressing her gratitude for the 
award, Dr Page told Pharmacy 
Daily, “I’m extraordinarily lucky to 
receive this recognition, and I hope 
to use this increased profile to 
continue advancing medicine safety 
and support others in our field”.

Wearing many hats, Dr Page is the 
President of PSA’s Victorian branch, 
a leading pharmacy researcher and 
a senior lecturer at the University 
of Western Australia (UWA). 

Her work focuses on improving 
medicine safety and advancing 
pharmacy practice both nationally 
and internationally. 

“I genuinely love what I do,” Dr 
Page said. 

“If it interests you, it’s a lot more 
fun and doesn’t feel like work.”

In 2018, Dr Page played a pivotal 
role in progressing pharmacist 
prescribing in Australia by leading a 
project with the Pharmacy Board of 
Australia and the Australian Health 
Practitioner Regulation Agency. 

The initiative resulted in a 
statement confirming pharmacists’ 
ability to prescribe within existing 
regulations, paving the way for 
pilots in areas like urinary tract 
infections and oral contraception. 

Reflecting on this achievement, 

she noted, “it’s about recognising 
that prescribing and deprescribing 
are part of the same continuum, 
ensuring patients receive the best 
care possible”.

As an academic, Dr Page is 
committed to nurturing the next 
generation of pharmacists at UWA. 

“We’re enrolling our first 
students next year in the Graduate 
Certificate in Advanced Medicines 
Management,” she shared. 

“It’s about recognising all the 
work pharmacists do and providing 
them with qualifications that reflect 
their expertise.”

Dr Page continues to practice 
clinically, working in both 
community pharmacy and 
conducting medication reviews. 

She believes in collaboration 
within the profession, explaining, 
“the strongest way forward is 
supporting each other and helping 
grow together”. 

“No one person can advance 
pharmacy alone, but collectively we 
can lift it to new heights.” JG

New TRI leader
AusTrAliA’s Translational 

Research Institute (TRI) has 
appointed Prof Maher Gandhi 
as its next CEO, with his term 
beginning in Feb 2025.

Currently the Executive 
Director of TRI’s Mater 
Research, Gandhi also holds 
a senior role at Princess 
Alexandra Hospital and is a 
Fellow of the Royal Australasian 
College of Physicians.

Outgoing CEO Prof Scott 
Bell, who led TRI through the 
pandemic, did not seek an 
extension of his tenure. 

TRI Board Chair, Emeritus 
Prof David Siddle, praised 
Gandhi’s expertise, highlighting 
his potential to advance TRI’s 
mission to lead efforts in 
biomedical manufacturing.

E X C L U S I V E
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will EEGs be able to read your 
dreams? 

Not quite yet, say scientists as 
they ponder the future of the 
EEG (electroencephalogram), 
which celebrated its 100th 
anniversary recently. 

A survey led by University 
of Leeds academics gathered 
insights from over 500 experts, 
with a combined experience 
of 6,685 years, on where EEGs 
might be headed.

Among the list of possibilities, 
using EEGs to enhance 
cognitive performance and 
detect learning disabilities 
seems within reach. 

Experts suggest we might 
even see EEGs as a common 
lie detector or communication 
tool for those with severe motor 
disabilities in the near future. 

Real-time diagnosis of brain 
abnormalities could be just a 
decade away.

However, when it comes to 
the sci-fi dream of reading the 
content of your dreams, experts 
are split. 

Some say it’s more than 50 
years off, while others dismiss it 
as pure fantasy.

Interestingly, the idea of a 
personal, portable EEG device 
for everyone, like a brainy 
smartphone, might not be as 
far-fetched as it sounds. 

According to co-author 
Dominik Welke, the gadget 
could monitor drivers’ alertness 
and keep them awake during 
long haul journeys. 

So, while reading dreams 
might be a distant fantasy, the 
future of EEGs looks bright and 
maybe just a bit sci-fi after all.
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AMH Children’s Dosing 
Companion - New Release
Australia’s national dosing guide  
for medicine use in children

product spotlight
Hartley’s Gripe Water

Hartley’s Gripe Water is a natural blend of herbal ingredients of Dill Seed 
Oil, Peppermint Oil, Chamomile and Coriander Oil. These herbs have 
been used safely in commercial infant preparations for many years.

It helps reduce the occurrence of excess intestinal wind and gas in 
infants. Helps relieve the symptoms of infant colic. Does not contain 
artificial sweeteners.

Supplier: Available from Symbion, Sigma & API. 
Contact your Clear Sales representative on 1800 640 043  
for special deals.

RRP: $10.51 - 200ml bottle

Website: CLICK HERE for more information.

Suppliers wanting to promote 
products in this feature should email  
newproducts@pharmacydaily.com.au

Mutaflor® The time proven way to treat chronic constipation

Mutaflor® contains the non-pathogenic human 
commensal strain Escherichia coli strain Nissle 1917. 
Mutaflor has been in clinical use for over 100 years based 
upon this highly researched strain.

Mutaflor® has undergone TGA - AUST R evaluation for 
safety, quality and efficacy. Advocate with confidence. 

For the relief and management of chronic constipation. 
Mutaflor® Increases the number of bowel movements per 
day and the number of days on which bowel movements 
occur in patients with chronic constipation.

Supplier: CH2 – PDE 2619456

RRP: $128.95 100 capsule pack 

Website:https://www.mutaflor.com.au/about-mutaflor/
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Curious to see if it's a fit for your pharmacy? 

www.dispenseassist.com.au
Scan qr code

Dispense Assist is a revolutionary way of dispensing prescriptions 
in your pharmacy for a fraction of your normal cost.

Utilising the latest technology, software and security, Dispense Assist technicians 
work on your workstation to dispense prescriptions and perform any other task you 
require.

DAA Compounding Cannabis Private Hospitals Online Sales

We are available 24/7/365 at a moment’s notice whenever 
needed for sessions of 30mins to 24hrs.

Rates as low as $6.37 per hour with the same rates for days, 
nights, weekends and public holidays.

and much more

Sign up for a FREE Trial Now: 

STAFF SHORTAGES?
OVER-WORKED?

WAGES INCREASING?

GIVE YOUR DISPENSARY 
THE HELP IT NEEDS

PERFECT FOR DISPENSING AND OTHER TASKS FOR:
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