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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features two pages of news, 
plus full pages from:
•	 Dispense Assist
•	 Glucojel
•	 Wizard Pharmacy

Don’t suffer
the pain of
toothache.
Available from Symbion, 
Sigma, API & CH2

For the temporary relief of pain from toothache.

Always read the label and follow the directions for use.

R221124aS3v1.0 Ask your pharmacist about this product. Always read the label and 
follow the directions for use. For details on health warnings please see: https://nova-
pharm.com.au/disclaimer-detail/restin-melatonin-2mg-tablet-blister-pack/ 

Melatonin 2mg

CONTACT NOVA on 1300 904 541 TODAY 

Special Pharmacy Deal Available Now

LIMITED 
OFFER!

Dispensary help
DISPENSE Assist is a 

low-cost staffing solution 
with dispensary technicians 
available 24/7, at rates from 
as low as $6.37 per hour, 
for services that include 
compounding, DAAs and any 
other required tasks.

See details on page three.

Glucojel Glucojoy
GLUCOJEL is running a 

major campaign for a $10,000 
giveaway, so stock your shelves 
with the popular product to 
attract more customers in-
store - more details page four.

Work for Wizard
WIZARD Pharmacy is on the 

lookout for the best pharmacy 
leaders and emerging talent 
to build their careers within its 
network in Darwin.

Competitive salary packages 
are on offer to the right 
candidates - more on page 5.

Arriving Monday!

Check your inbox for the 
PD Year in Review, featuring 
exclusive interviews with 
pharmacy leaders, a wrap of 
2024’s biggest news, and more!

Heart health collaboration
TERRYWHITE Chemmart 

has joined forces with Advara 
HeartCare and Novartis Australia to 
form the Heart Health Collective.

Cardiovascular disease (CVD) is 
the leading cause of death and 
disease in Australia, affecting 
more than 4.2 million people and 
accounting for more than 27% of 
deaths each year.

The collaboration aims to 
tackle CVD by bringing together 
the expertise, innovation and 
community reach of the partners 
to provide support and resources 
to those at risk of CVD, ultimately 
working toward better heart health 
outcomes for Australian people.

With its extensive community 
pharmacy network, TerryWhite 
Chemmart brings to the initiative 
accessible, pharmacist-led 
healthcare services that play an 
important role in prevention, 
education and ongoing care.

Advara HeartCare has an 
extensive network of cardiologists 
and world-class cardiovascular 

services, while Novartis leads 
in experience and knowledge in 
developing heart health solutions.

“Our partnership in the Heart 
Health Collective underscores 
TerryWhite Chemmart’s dedication 
to enhancing community health,” 
said Nick Munroe, Executive GM of 
TerryWhite Chemmart.

“By uniting with Advara HeartCare 
and Novartis, our network of 
over 600 pharmacies and their 
teams are taking a proactive step 
toward supporting those at risk of 
cardiovascular disease.” KB
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Locum Pharmacist
Wide Bay-Burnett, QLD. (Job #47120)

�Monday to Friday with optional Saturdays.
� Hospital pharmacy exp not essential.
�Open to multiple Locums - Min 2 wks rqrd.

This charming coastal city is renowned for its
rich agricultural heritage and natural beauty,
offering a relaxed lifestyle and plenty of
outdoor adventures.

DTC medical test concern
Direct-to-consumer 

(DTC) health and medical tests 
are risking people’s health and 
wellbeing, argued a team of 
Australian and international 
experts in a paper published 
yesterday in the BMJ.

Better information and 
regulation are essential to 
protect consumers from potential 
harms of these tests, the authors of 
the paper said.

The tests, including hormone 
tests and food sensitivity tests, 
may cause harm from unnecessary 
worry, providing a false sense 
of security or leading people to 
use supplements and treatments 
they don’t need and that may 
themselves cause harm. 

Tests that claim to detect over 50 
cancers before symptoms appear 
are currently being marketed in the 
US, but are more likely to detect 
cancers at an advanced stage, 
thereby limiting their benefits.

In Australia, more than 40% of 
DTC tests marketed online were 
sold as “health checks”, and while 
these tests may tell people if their 
one-off reading is not within the 
“normal” range, they don’t tell you 
if this means anything clinically. 

One example the paper 
highlighted was testosterone tests, 
which are often targeted at male 
bodybuilders for “optimising” 
testosterone levels and can 
be misused to justify unsafe 
supplementation. 

Hormone tests for women that 
claim to indicate menopause 
or chance of conceiving have 
poor accuracy and may provide 
incorrect or misleading information 
to women about fertility or 
symptoms, they pointed out, 
adding that the accuracy of HIV 
self-testing is also problematic.

On the other hand, there are 

tests such as the self-test kit for 
chlamydia and gonorrhoea recently 
approved by the TGA (PD 21 
Nov) that can potentially lead to 
better outcomes by increasing the 
likelihood of earlier detection. 

The researchers said that 
information provided with the 
product or in marketing material is 
sometimes incomplete, misleading 
or false, giving consumers a false 
basis for health decisions.

“Clearly, current regulatory 
frameworks are inadequate in 
responding to the new ways in 
which DTC tests are being sold and 
used,” noted the authors.

The report called for more 
accountability on the part of 
suppliers, and for regulators 
to broaden concepts of harm 
to include financial burden, 
psychological and physical harm, 
overdiagnosis and ineffective 
diagnosis associated with DTC tests.

Read the paper HERE. KB

$40m boost for 
diabetes research 
Diabetes Australia has 

announced it will invest $40 
million in diabetes research 
over the next 10 years.

The organisation plans to 
engage with the research 
community and people living 
with diabetes early next year 
to design an approach that 
maximises funding impact.

“This significant commitment 
will provide greater certainty 
for our diabetes research 
community and grow its life-
changing impact in discovering 
better treatments, and 
ultimately a cure for all types 
of diabetes,” said Group CEO 
Justine Cain.

Diabetes Australia has 
also announced that the 
new Diabetes Community 
Priority Grants will open 
for applications next week, 
providing a minimum of four 
grants of up to $100,000 each.

The program will fund 
projects that address the 
research priorities and 
unmet needs of the diabetes 
community, with an emphasis 
on ensuring those with lived 
experience are involved. 

Making a change from the 
chocolates, bikkies and booze 
that grace the typical Christmas 
hamper, the Pharmacy Guild of 
Australia has outdone itself this 
festive season. 

It sent a handful of 
stakeholders - alas, not 
including our good selves - a 
hamper including jellybeans and 
a doll bearing a likeness to Guild 
president Trent Twomey in a 
Guild dispensing coat. 

Bewdy!
Oh, and some pins... which go 

with the doll.
Yes, it’s a voodoo doll for 

people to enact their pent-up 
festive cheer upon.

The last couple of years 
have been interesting for Prof 
Twomey, with the 60-day 
prescribing policy that was 
feared would see pharmacists 
go bankrupt.

Some adept politicking saw 
community pharmacies benefit 
from compensatory funding 
in the Eighth Community 
Pharmacy Agreement, but it 
seems Prof Twomey may have 
picked up some enemies along 
the way.

But seriously, kudos for the 
sense of humour.

Dispensary 
Corner
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Curious to see if it's a fit for your pharmacy? 

www.dispenseassist.com.au
Scan qr code

Dispense Assist is a revolutionary way of dispensing prescriptions 
in your pharmacy for a fraction of your normal cost.

Utilising the latest technology, software and security, Dispense Assist technicians 
work on your workstation to dispense prescriptions and perform any other task you 
require.

DAA Compounding Cannabis Private Hospitals Online Sales

We are available 24/7/365 at a moment’s notice whenever 
needed for sessions of 30mins to 24hrs.

Rates as low as $6.37 per hour with the same rates for days, 
nights, weekends and public holidays.

and much more

Sign up for a FREE Trial Now: 

STAFF SHORTAGES?
OVER-WORKED?

WAGES INCREASING?

GIVE YOUR DISPENSARY 
THE HELP IT NEEDS

PERFECT FOR DISPENSING AND OTHER TASKS FOR:
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WIN
$10K*

*Terms and conditions apply

We’re giving your customers a chance to 
WIN $10K* when they purchase Glucojel. 
Make sure your shelves are fully stocked! 

OUR PROFIT IS YOUR PROFIT.
Go to goldx.com.au/glucojel for more information.
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Are you our new
Pharmacist Manager?

Wizard Pharmacy is looking for passionate, 
motivated, and experienced pharmacy leaders 
to join our team in Darwin.

Are you looking to advance your career?
Do you have a flair for all things pharmacy?
Do you have a leadership vision to inspire 
others and a passion for offering patients 
complete solutions? If you answered YES, 
then we want to hear from you.

What we can offer you
• Salary package of up to $165,000p.a. 

offered to the successful candidate.
• Rental subsidy of $300 per week for 

a 12-month contract
• Relocation costs covered for a  

12-month contract.
• Ongoing professional development 

opportunities and on the ground support. 

Incredible opportunities now available
within the Wizard network in Darwin. 

Learn more     humanresources@wizardps.com.au

We’re
Hiring
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