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Today's issue of PD

Pharmacy Daily today
features four pages of news,

plus full pages from:
¢ Glucojel

¢ The Platform Alliance Group
¢ Meitheal Services

Cash back offer

PHARMXCHANGE will
be exhibiting its full suite
of products at the annual
Australian Pharmacy
Professional Conference &
Trade Exhibition (APP2024).
Visit stand 17 to hear
more about PharmXchange’s
dynamic, multi-cart
marketplace and how it is
changing pharmacy trade.
To commemorate APP,
PharmXchange is offering 5%
cash back up to $1,000, when
people register for APP2024.
CEO Tom Culver said, “we
have introduced several
upgrades to the platform to
share the info at APP”.
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OTC products for today and tomorrow

Contact us today!
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'é‘ - H artley’s Gripe Water
*i@. ¥ helps reduce colic and

wind in infants.

Available from Symbion, Sigma, API & CH

College launches PAs scope course

THE Australasian College of
Pharmacy has just launched
a short training course for
pharmacy assistants to support the
Queensland Community Pharmacy
Scope of Practice Pilot.

Developed in partnership with
the Queensland branch of The
Pharmacy Guild of Australia, the
new course covers information
about the pilot and its services,
patient eligibility and consent
and how assistants can support
community pharmacists.

“The College understands that
for community pharmacy to
become the primary healthcare
destination for patients, expansion
in scope of practice is needed for
both pharmacists and pharmacy
assistants,” commented Melanie
Hunt, CEO at the Australasian
College of Pharmacy.

“For Queensland community
pharmacists to be able to provide
expanded healthcare services to
their patients, pharmacy assistants
need to be able to do more to

support their pharmacist colleagues
to deliver the primary healthcare
services provided within the
Queensland pilot.”

The College is the only
Australasian pharmacy education
provider offering the course for
assistants in the state, Hunt added.

“The College recognised the need
to upskill pharmacy assistants to
ensure the Queensland Pilot’s
success for patients,” said Hunt.

assistants will understand the
importance of maintaining patient
privacy and confidentiality and
the process of obtaining the three
different patient consents.

Further, assistants should be able
to summarise the fee structure for
a patient consultation and describe
the role of a pharmacy assistant in
the delivery of the services.

The mandatory course is
accredited for QCPP refresher
training and costs $99 per
pharmacy assistant to complete.

It is available online via the
College’s CPD Library.

Community pharmacies in
Queensland with more than three
assistants interested in signing up
for the course may be eligible for a
group enrolment offer and should
directly contact the College.

According to a statement from
the College, the course may extend
to other states and territories in the
future, as the pharmacy scope of
practice continues to expand.

On completion of the course,

Leverage Neo Health (OTC)'s expertise
in pharmaceutical product portfolio

management. With a robust pipeline of

250 products, partner with us to navigate

the future of healthcare, ensuring your
product range is well-positioned for
future market demands.
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tailoring strategies to maximise potential
of your pharmaceutical product portfolio

Comprehensive range analysis to
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Management of product life cycles,
from conception to market maturity
and beyond
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Independent, evidence-based and
concise drug information for
informed decision-making.
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SA drug study

SIX out of 10 aged
care residents are taking
antidepressants, uncovered
new research by the Registry of
Senior Australians.

It’s the first national study
investigating the use of these
medicines from de-identified
data of 779,659 residents
from 3,371 aged care homes,
between 2006 and 2019.

“We found antidepressants
were used by 46.1% of
residents in 2006 and this
increased to 58.5% of residents
in 2019,” said study lead
Georgina Hughes from the
University of South Australia.

The study, published in the
Journal of American Medical
Directors Association, showed
that while antidepressants can
have positive effects, they can
also cause side effects which
can lead to falls and fractures.

“It’s important they are only
used for the right reasons,”
added Hughes.

TGA's injectables update

THE Therapeutic Goods
Administration (TGA) has now
amended its guidelines on
advertising of cosmetic injectables.

In its latest update, the TGA no
longer permits direct or indirect
references to prescription medicine
in advertising related to cosmetic
health services.

The regulatory authority stated
that the previous references were
only allowed in the context of
promoting the service and when
using generic non-product specific
terms such as ‘wrinkle reducing
injections’.

Express references to products
or ingredients themselves, such as
‘Botox’ or ‘botulinum toxin’, were
anyway not permitted.

The TGA commented that it
considered this a pragmatic
approach, which would allow
cosmetic clinics who offered these
services to differentiate themselves
from those that did not.

Recently, the TGA has observed
that health services in related
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industry areas are advertising
the availability of prescription
medicines, usually by referring to a
class of goods for example ‘weight
loss injections’,
or ‘nicotine vaping products’.
The TGA has interpreted that
promoting a health service in
this way is also considered an
advertisement for a therapeutic
good that refers to prescription
medicines, which is unlawful.
To learn more CLICK HERE. JG

‘medicinal cannabis’

ON LOCATI

@ APP 2024

Today’s issue of PD is coming
from the Gold Coast, reporting
on APP this week.

WITH just hours to go,
Pharmacy Daily is flying to
the Gold Coast to join over
7,000 pharmacists and industry
professionals for APP2024, the
largest professional conference
in the Southern Hemisphere.

Everyone is waiting
excitedly for the all-important
announcement of the signing of
the 8CPA, as well as the winners
of the prestigious Guild awards,
and lots more.

We are on our way to join
other experienced attendees,
who are heading to the venue
to grab pre-entry tickets, as
organisers have predicted wait
times tomorrow could lead to
lengthy queues snaking outside.

healthS#VE

pharmacy

healthSAVE’ is a national brand that is Local at Heart™.

pharmacy
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Future Health Expo

FROM virtual robots assisting

with kids” mental health to
innovative cancer treatments,
the University of NSW’s Future

Health Expo will have more
than 70 fascinating research
projects and initiatives on
display tomorrow.

The event will feature projects
across therapeutic innovations,
healthcare technology, next-
gen medicine and various
health systems.

“This will be the first in a
series of events showcasing
UNSW capabilities aligned
to the Federal Government’s
National Reconstruction
Fund priority areas, giving
government and industry an
opportunity to learn more and
to work with us,” said UNSW’s
Pro Vice-Chancellor Industry
and Innovation Professor
Stephen Rodda.

The free event will take place
at UNSW'’s Kensington campus
from 3.30-6.30pm on 14 Mar.

Wed 13th Mar 2024

FDA approves Wegovy for the heart

NOVO Nordisk’s weight-loss
drug Wegovy (semaglutide) was

approved by the US Food and Drug

Administration (FDA) on Fri for
new implications of lowering the
risk of stroke and heart attack in
overweight or obese adults who
do not have diabetes, Reuters has
reported.

Novo’s semaglutide belongs to a

class of drugs called GLP-1 agonists

and is taken by millions of people
already, but the FDA’s stamp of
approval for the heart benefits

is likely to open its use to more
patients worldwide.

The new drug approval comes
after a large clinical trial was
published by the Danish drug
maker in Nov.

The study found that the obesity
drug reduced the risk of non-fatal
heart attack by 28%, non-fatal
stroke by 7% and heart-related
death by 15%, compared with a
placebo, in patients with pre-
existing heart conditions.

In the 17,604-patient trial with

Pharm )X

REVOLUTIONISING pharmacy trade

Your ‘go-to’ online marketplace.
Discover exclusive trade deals
and a wide range of products, all
in one place.

Efficient

Cost-effective

Simple

And the best part? Registration is free!

pharmxchange.com.au

a mean duration of 33 months,
the difference in heart-protective
benefits was seen almost
immediately after commencing
treatment in those who received
Wegovy, researchers said,
suggesting the positive impact was
due to more than weight loss.

The FDA's approval of the new
cardiovascular indications will
provide employers and insurers
more reason to cover the drug
despite its high cost.

First approved by the FDA to treat
obesity in Jun 2021, Wegovy'’s list
price is US$1,349 (A$2,039) for

a month’s worth of injections for
patients and is in high demand as it
has demonstrated that people lose
an average of 15% of their weight
after 68 weeks of treatment.

Further, several US obesity
specialists have stated they expect
Eli Lilly’s rival weight-loss drug
Zepbound could produce the same
or similar heart benefits as Wegovy
because both belong to the same
class of medicine.

Lilly expects to publish data from
its late-stage clinical trial testing
Zepbound as treatment for heart
failure later this year. JG
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4 Corner
AN
A STRONGMAN from Ukraine
has broken three Guinness World
Records using his beard, neck
and teeth for the tests.

Dmytro Hrunskyi broke his

first world record pulling the
heaviest vehicle by his beard,
a feat he had tried in 2019, but
failed when his beard hairs got
yanked out of his chin from the
huge strain.

For his second try, the
strongman experimented with
different braiding techniques
hoping to increase the strength
of his facial hair.

Hrunskyi was successful in
getting his chin whiskers to pull a
5,687-pound (2,579 kg) minibus,
breaking the previous record of
4,303 pounds (1,951 kg).

He was confident he could
grab the second title of pulling
the heaviest vehicle by the neck

Wed 13th Mar 2024
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ED trends’ reports show care issues

TWO new reports by the Bureau
of Health Information (BHI) have
confirmed what peak pharmacy
bodies have been saying for a
while - that people are turning up
at NSW emergency departments
(EDs) in record numbers needing
the most urgent care, as they can’t
get to treatment from a GP in a
reasonable amount of time.

The latest results of the
Emergency Department Patient
Survey reflect the experiences of
more than 21,000 people who
attended one of 77 large EDs in
NSW from Jul 2022 to Jun 2023.

Of the 77 large EDs included in
the survey, 41 were in rural areas
and the report included special
insights into the experiences of

patients who visited those hospitals

between Jan and Mar 2023.
Around one-third (34%) thought,

at the time of their visit to a large
rural ED, that their condition could
‘definitely’ (15%) or ‘to some
extent’ (19%) have been treated by
a GP or other health professional.

Of those 34% of respondents,
the most common reasons given
for not seeing a GP or other health
professionals were that those
services were closed; or they
couldn’t get an appointment within
a reasonable amount of time.

The majority of patients who
did show up at EDs across NSW
reported positively about the care
they received in 2022-23, said BHI’s
Chief Executive Dr Diane Watson.

“Despite EDs being busy, patients’
ratings for most survey questions
were similar to the previous year,”
said Watson.

Almost nine in 10 patients (87%)
said, overall, their care was ‘very

good’ (60%) or ‘good’ (27%).

“However, there was significant
variation in results for individual
hospitals,” she added.

Also released today, the
Healthcare Quarterly report
confirmed that during the Oct to
Dec 2023 quarter, demand for ED
services in NSW remained high.

“Hospitals are treating more
patients with the most urgent
clinical conditions, with a
record number of triage 1 and 2
presentations to NSW EDs in Oct to
Dec 2023,” said Watson.

Despite this, the report showed
that there has been continued
improvement in wait time for
patients, following record long
waits in mid-2022.

However, many patients reported
long wait times with just 58.1%
leaving within four hours. JG

Suppliers wanting to promote
products in this feature should email
newproducts@pharmacydaily.com.au

as he had previously set the
record for hauling the heaviest
train pulled by the neck.

Hrunskyi also became the first
person to pull a 17,207-pound
(7,759 kg) truck for the required
distance of 16.4 feet (4.8m).

The final record Hrunskyi set
was for the most cars pulled
with the teeth.

With a driver inside each car to
ensure they moved in a straight
line, the cars were placed in
neutral with the engine off.

The bodybuilder completed the
astonishing feat of pulling 19,365
pounds (8,783 kg) of weight in
cars and their drivers, for the
required distance.

"l dedicate these three records
to my country and our soldiers,”
Hrunskyi told Guinness World
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So recommend Pyridox to your customers today!
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Contact your Clear Sales representative on 1800 640 043 for special deals.
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Website: CLICK HERE for more information.
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PROFIT ON A PLATTER.

Glucojel has been a national icon for more than 80 years.
As Australia’s favourite jelly bean and the top-selling confectionery
in pharmacy, it’s like being served profit on a platter!

Discover the power of Australia’s favourite jelly bean today.

GG IUCOJEL

The Original Pharmacy Jelly Bean
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The

# N\ Platform

Inspiring success

We’re changing to give your pharmacy more...
Bigger health and marketing innovation
Better support and technology
Stronger care for your community
Together we’re changing for the better

Learn more at APP2024
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MEITHEAL Chat to us at APP2024
S E Rv | C E S Limited places left! BOOK NOW

& 0447 008 968

Why Choose Us:

Nationwide Flexibility

Ready to collaborate from any
location, we're here to support
\/ pharmacies of all

sizes and models, tailored to
your unique circumstances.

Operational Excellence

We ensure your operations
are streamlined and aligned
v with QCPP standards for

. i consistent, quality service
Tailoring Pharmacy Success delivery.

At Meitheal Services, we understand the

challenges of today's pharmacies. We will
increase revenue, increase efficiencies in the ex
expanded scope of practice and improve
engagement, ensuring consistent services deli Customised Solutions
of your customers. We offer unparalleled flex
expertise, ensuring that no matter where yo
what model of pharmacy you have, we can p
support and solutions you need.

Forget one-size-fits-all
approaches. We listen and
\/ adapt to your specific needs,

aiming for the outcomes you
desire every time.

Elevate Your Pharmacy With
Meitheal Services Strategic Advisory

With bespoke planning, we
YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR MISSION help you navigate the
\/ complexities of the pharmacy
sector, leveraging your
existing data without any
hidden agendas.

Learning & Development

Our bespoke learning
approach is designed to

KRYSTI-LEE PATTERSON SUMATI PRASAD engage and upskill your
Managing Director Head of v team, addressing the
Learning & Development specific needs of your

frontline workforce.

Ask us how we can transform your pharmacy.

¢, 0447 008 968 ~ info@meithealservices.com.au
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