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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features two pages of news, 
plus full pages from:
• Pointrs
• Guild Insurance

Stop the itch with 
Dermal Therapy’s 
Anti-itch soothing 
range!

Clinically tested to relieve itchy skin in minutes*

Suitable for sensitive skin

Free from SLS, Parabens, and Petrochemicals
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D Find out more about Demal Therapy’s Itchy skin range CLICK HERE data on file*

Helps build 
strong bones

Available from API, 
Symbion, Sigma & CH2

Use only as 
directed. Consult 
your healthcare 
professional if 
symptoms persist.

Calcium 
600mg 

120 tablets

Cationorm’s advanced 
positively-charged 
formula is suitable for 
all types of dry eye*1Available  

on the PBS

#From June 2024. *Evaporative, aqueous deficient and mixed. Reference: 1. Lyseng-Williamson KA. Drugs Ther Perspect 2016;32:317-22. 
Seqirus (Australia) Pty Ltd Melbourne, Victoria. Ph: 1800 642 865. Seqirus is a trademark of Seqirus UK Limited or its affiliates. 
Cationorm® is a registered trademark of Santen S.A.S. and distributed by Seqirus (Australia) Pty Ltd under license from Santen 
Pharmaceutical Asia Pte Ltd. Bion Tears™ is a trademark of Alcon Laboratories Pty Ltd. Date of Preparation: May 2024. AU-Cati-24-0046. 

Scan to 
order 

samples

BION TEARS™ IS BEING DISCONTINUED#... THINK POSITIVE

New build to start
EGO Pharmaceuticals’ 

construction of a new 
warehouse to meet growing 
demand for its products is set 
to begin in Jul.

Supported by a government 
investment of $35 million, Ego 
aims to increase its production 
by 50% and create 90 new jobs 
for Australians.

The project will add new 
cream and filling lines to Ego’s 
Braeside manufacturing facility 
and extend its distribution 
centre in Dandenong South, 
increasing capability and 
capacity to support local and 
fast-growing export markets.

“Keeping our high-
technology manufacturing in 
Australia has and always will 
be important to us,” said Ego 
Pharmaceuticals’ Managing 
Director, Alan Oppenheim.

“This new grant will support 
us as we continue to grow.” 

Sigma targets pay, awaits ACCC findings
SIGma has identified $60 million 

in potential cost synergies if the 
proposed merger with Chemist 
Warehouse (PD 07 Dec 2023) is 
executed, CEO Vikesh Ramsunder 
(pictured) said yesterday in a 
statement posted to the ASX.

Despite the rosy picture, 47.7% of 
proxy voting shareholders knocked 
back a remuneration proposal in 
the company’s Annual General 
Meeting Report proposing to pay 
$1 million to Ramsunder.

The report also recommended a 
further $500,000 bonus to be paid 
next year if the merger goes ahead, 
a payment which would double to 
$1 million if it fails.

Ramsunder said proxy voters were 
not persuaded by the incentives 
put in place by the board to secure 
his retention.

“Considering the share price is 
up 100%, we secured the supply 
contract with Chemist Warehouse 
and there was the merger - there 
was a lot that happened for 
Sigma, but proxy advisers did not 
appreciate the retention put in 
place given the merger,” he told 
media after the AGM.

The company report also 
explained that the ACCC has 
undertaken market enquiries 

regarding the proposed merger, 
and has identified 13 Jun this 
year as the provisional date for 
the announcement of its findings, 
which may be a final decision or a 
statement of issues. 

“Whilst timing remains unclear, 
we are hopeful of a positive 
decision in the second half of this 
year, which will then be followed by 
a shareholder approval process that 
is expected to take around three 
months,” Ramsunder said.

He mentioned that if the merger 
is completed, “it has the potential 
to accelerate our strategic 
direction by bringing together two 
complementary businesses with 
complementary core strengths”.

 Sigma will also be launching 
over 250 private and exclusive 
label products this year, with 
approximately 80% of these 
expected to be introduced in the 
second half of the year.

In the medium term, the company 
plans to grow the Amcal network 
to 300 stores and Discount Drug 
Stores to 150 (PD 20 Sep 2023).

In Mar, Sigma announced its 
financial results and a summary 

showed net sales were $3.3 billion 
and excluding the merger proposal 
costs, earnings before interest 
and tax (EBIT) were $31.4 million 
and net profit after tax (NPAT) was 
$12.7 million (PD 22 Mar). 

Including merger proposal costs, 
EBIT was $23.2 million and NPAT 
was $4.5 million, an increase of 
150% on the prior year. 

The improvement was supported 
by a 11% reduction in total 
operating costs, stated Sigma. JG

Savings on travel
POIntrS is offering 

pharmacists ways to save 
money on travel by using cash, 
credit card and loyalty points, 
with over 3,000-plus hotel 
stays and flights to explore.

See more on page three.
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WhO knew pomegranates 
might just be the superheroes of 
health we never saw coming? 

Researchers at Edith Cowan 
University (ECU) are diving into 
the juicy details of how ellagic 
acid, an antioxidant in certain 
fruits and veggies, could help 
tackle non-alcoholic fatty liver 
disease (NAFLD).

The disease is basically your 
liver’s way of saying, “hey, too 
many cheeseburgers”. 

Its prevalence has 
skyrocketed, going from 25.24% 
in 2015 to 29.38% in 2021, now 
causing nearly half of chronic 
liver disease-related deaths 
worldwide, researchers added. 

Enter ellagic acid, the 
antioxidant avenger found in 
raspberries, pomegranates, 
blackberries, and pecan nuts.

Who knew saving your liver 
could be so delicious?

Dr Lois Balmer and PhD 
student  Tharani Senavirathna 
at ECU are on a mission to see 
if this magic molecule can not 
only halt but also reverse the 
liver damage caused by NAFLD. 

Ellagic acid is not just an 
antioxidant; it’s got anti-
inflammatory, anti-fibrotic, and 
even anti-cancer powers.

“Ellagic acid is like the Swiss 
Army knife of polyphenolic 
compounds,” said Dr Balmer.

“It has a whole arsenal of 
pharmacological properties 
that might just save the day for 
NAFLD patients.”

Now, a larger study is in the 
works to figure out exactly 
when to unleash this fruity force 
before it’s too late to reverse 
the damage.
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NSW votes for change

thIS week, sweeping changes 
saw the Pharmacy Guild of 
Australia state elections vote in 
five CAPS candidates in NSW, 
sending a clear message that 
voters want a new style of 
leadership (PD 30 May).

“I have taken it as a message from 
the pharmacists of NSW that they 
want change and they want active 
people who won’t fall asleep at 
the helm,” CAPS member Christine 
Kelly told Pharmacy Daily.

Kelly was voted in with 40 votes, 
nine more than the defeated 
incumbent NSW Guild Vice 
President Adele Tahan.

Also voted out was NSW Guild 
President David Heffernan, who lost 
by three votes (32 to 35) to CAPS 
member Emil Demyane. 

With NSW having over one third 
of the national Guild membership, 
Kelly questioned why the state is 
not at the forefront of innovation 
for expanding to full scope.

“Why should we be lacking in any 
opportunities?” she questioned.

Kelly will advocate for 
community pharmacy and address 
remuneration for pharmacists.

“We know why we exist, and we 
know what we can provide for the 
community, now we [need to] make 

sure that everyone else knows,” 
Kelly asserted.

“First and foremost, it’s a period 
of rebuilding and repairing and 
showing our strength together with 
other allied health professionals, 
starting with the GPs.”

Other CAPS members and clear 
winners include Sunit Ruparelia and  
Silva Destro.

Uncontested CAPS winner Peppe 
Raso told Pharmacy Daily that 
the ownership issues and Opioid 
Treatment Program (OTP) payments 
all need to be addressed.

“It’s a historic win where CAPS 
members have gotten themselves 
into the Guild,” he added.

“We got the government to 
the table (PD 18 Aug 2023) as  
pharmacists needed to be heard, 
and now we are looking for stability 
and a united front for NSW.” JG

Pictured (L-R): Silva Destro, Emil 
Demyane, Christine Kelly, Sunit 
Ruparelia and Peppe Raso.

Rules ‘outdated’ 
thE Australian Medical 

Association (AMA) is 
advocating for the elimination 
of “outdated” pharmacy 
ownership and location 
regulations to enhance 
medication access and 
affordability for consumers. 

In its submission to the 
National Competition Policy 
Analysis, the AMA asserts that 
these “archaic” rules constrain 
patients’ access to affordable 
medicines and other services.

AMA President Prof Steve 
Robson emphasises the 
urgency of addressing these 
regulations amid a cost-of-
living crisis. 

He argues that the 
existing restrictions impede 
competition and compromise 
patient access to essential 
medications and services.

Citing industry reports 
spanning over two decades, 
the submission underscores 
the need to abolish these 
regulations, which AMA has 
identified as anti-competitive. 

Robson highlights the 
potential for pharmacies to 
provide substantial discounts 
on PBS medicines, advocating 
for increased competition and 
flexibility in pricing.

Furthermore, the submission 
highlights concerns regarding 
the inequitable access faced 
by Indigenous communities 
and rural communities, 
outlining measures for 
immediate implementation to 
alleviate financial burdens on 
Australian households.

It also criticises the 
Community Pharmacy 
Agreements for prioritising 
pharmacy owners over patients 
and lacking transparency.

Insures scope
FOr 60 years, Guild Insurance 

has protected all its members’ 
real-life needs, and will continue 
to support them as various 
scope of practice pilots increase.

See more on the back page.
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FPA 1 Chemsave

SAVE BIG using cash and airline & credit card 
loyalty points, including American Express.

Browse 

Pointrs
and see for yourself.

 

3000+

Earn More. Spend Less. Travel Better. www.pointrs.com

Fly Australia To USA 

$2,299

Business Return

From
Only

with Qantas, United Airlines, American 
Airlines, Fiji Airways or Cathay Pacific

Don’t pay up to $10,000
Save up to $7,701!

Based on exchange rates published. 
Pay also any taxes, fees and surcharges.

SAVE
UP TO

77%

Fly Australia To New Zealand 

22,000

Economy Return

For
Only

with Qantas, Virgin Australia or 
Latam Airlines

Don’t pay up to 40,000 points
Save up to 18,000 points!

Airline Points

Pay also any taxes, fees and surcharges.

SAVE
UP TO

45%

Fly Australia To Doha

$1,899

Business Return

From
Only

with Qatar Airways

Don’t pay up to $12,000
Save up to $10,101!

Based on exchange rates published. 
Pay also any taxes, fees and surcharges.

SAVE
UP TO

84%

Fly Australia To Thailand

$1,499

Business Return

From
Only

with Thai Airways or Singapore Airlines

Don’t pay up to $6,000
Save up to $4,501!

Based on exchange rates published. 
Pay also any taxes, fees and surcharges.

SAVE
UP TO

75%

Fly Australia To Japan

75,000

Business Return

From
Only

with Qantas, ANA or Japan Airlines

Don’t pay up to 208,000 points
Save up to 133,000 points!

Pay also any taxes, fees and surcharges.

SAVE
UP TO

63%

Airline Points

Fly Australia To Bali

26,000 

Economy Return

For
Only

with Qantas or Virgin Australia

Don’t pay up to 68,000 points
Save up to 42,000 points!

Pay also any taxes, fees and surcharges.

SAVE
UP TO

61%

Airline Points

Fly Australia To Europe

170,000

Business Return

For
Only

with Qantas, Qatar Airways, Cathay 
Pacific or Japan Airlines

Don’t pay up to 318,000 points
Save up to 148,000 points!

Pay also any taxes, fees and surcharges.

SAVE
UP TO

46%

Airline Points

Fly Australia To Fiji

44,000 

Business Return

From
Only

with Qantas or Fiji Airways

Don’t pay up to 114,000 points
Save up to 70,000 points!

Pay also any taxes, fees and surcharges.

SAVE
UP TO

61%

Airline Points

https://bpgclick.com/pd/2?Yz05MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249UEQzMTA1MjQmdT1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnBvaW50cnMuY29tLw==


FPA 2 Guild Insurance

Insurance issued by Guild Insurance Ltd. ABN 55 004 538 863. AFSL 233791 and subject to terms and conditions and exclusions. This information is of a general nature only. Please refer to 
the Policy Disclosure Statement (PDS) and Target Market Determination (TMD) available at guildinsurance.com.au/doc to see if this product is right for you. For more information contact 
Guild Insurance on 1800 810 213. PHA385650 Pharmacy Pilot Scope Ad 05/2024

1800 810 213
guildinsurance.com.au

For over 60 years, Guild Insurance 
has supported Australia’s pharmacy 
profession through everything you do. 
Together with the PGA and PDL, we’ve 
worked hard to ensure our policies 
protect and reflect pharmacists’ real-
life needs.

Now that the PGA-driven scope 
of practice changes are live, we 
understand that, yet again, the 
real-life needs of pharmacists have 
changed, but our support hasn’t. 
All Guild customers who participate 
in an approved scope of practice 
pilot can do so with confidence, 
knowing their insurance policy will 
still protect them.

What’s a scope of practice pilot?

Scope of practice pilots will continue 
to evolve as state and federal 
governments and their agencies 
continue to work with our profession. 
In Queensland right now, community 
pharmacists who have undertaken 
12 months of additional training can 
offer additional services to patients 
for a number of conditions, including 
school sores, shingles, mild psoriasis, 
wound management, swimmer’s 
ear, weight loss management and 
hypertension, among others. It is 
these types of programs that Guild 
has committed to support through the 
addition of an additional benefit.

An additional benefit for 
Guild customers.

To provide cover certainty, the 
policy wording we apply to all Guild 
Pharmacy Business policies includes 
an additional benefit for ‘Scope of 
Practice Pilots’. If you’re already 
insured with Guild, this benefit is 
automatically applied. If you are not 
with Guild, you should ask your insurer 
if they can say the same.

If you’d like to find out more about 
Guild’s exclusive support of 
pharmacy’s scope of practice pilots, 
visit guildinsurance.com.au/pilot 
or if you’d like to be protected by a 
policy that is tailor made for Australian 
pharmacists, call a Guild insurance 
specialist on 1800 810 213.

Don’t go it alone

Cover that 
grows as 
fast as your 
scope.
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