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2015 
Blackmores 
Institute 
Symposium 

Translating 
research into 

practice
23 - 24 October 2015
Pullman Melbourne Albert Park

Full program available at 
blackmoresinstitute.org

REGISTER NOW

Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today has 

three pages of news, plus a full 
page from Monash University.

HELP YOUR CUSTOMERS BREAK FREE FROM THE SYMPTOMS 
OF MEDICALLY DIAGNOSED IBS

Always read the label. Use only as directed. If symptoms persist consult your healthcare professional.

Ethical Nutrients IBS Support contains the extensively researched and exclusive probiotic strain, 
Lactobacillus plantarum (299v) which may help reduce the symptoms of IBS including:

• Constipation
• Gas

• Pain
• Bloating

• Diarrhoea

healthnotes.com.au

MOBILE App IN STORE!

PSA launches GP connect
THE Pharmaceutical Society of 

Australia has today launched a new 
service which aims to link general 
practices with pharmacists.

PSA ceo Dr Lance Emerson 
said the move was a response 
to the “great support” received 
for the Society’s proposed model 
to integrate pharmacies into GP 
practices (PD Fri).

The proposed PSA-AMA model 
launched last year (PD 22 Jul 2014) 
was last week contrasted with 
a position statement from the 
Guild which proposed integrating 
Pharmacist Prescribers into general 
practices, with the PSA stressing 
that its plan did not involve an 
extension of existing pharmacist 
scopes of activity.

“PSA has been contacted by GP 
practices interested in the concept, 
asking PSA to help them find a 
pharmacist for their practice,” 
Emerson said, with many PSA 
members also expressing interest in 
working in GP practices.

He said the new GP-Pharmacist 
Connect solution would help 
general practices identify their 
needs, match those needs with a 
pharmacist and assist in ongoing 
quality assurance.

The PSA is now in the process of 
seeking expressions of interest to 
participate in the program from 
GP surgeries, Primary Healthcare 
Networks and pharmacists.

“One of the great strengths of 

GP-Pharmacist Connect is that it 
is overseen by Australia’s main 
Practice Pharmacist experts who 
are leading innovation in this area 
both nationally and internationally,” 
Emerson said.

PSA board member, general 
practice pharmacist and 
international expert in the field, Dr 
Chris Freeman, said pharmacists 
interested in taking up this career 
pathway can send their CVs in 
“so we can start to scope their 
connection with general practices 
seeking pharmacist clinical services.

“GP-Pharmacist Connect is an 
important new service which 
reflects PSA’s commitment to 
developing new and innovative 
career pathways and enhanced 
remuneration for PSA members,” 
Freeman said.

Pharmacists or doctors interested 
in finding out more can enquire at 
GPpharmacistconnect@psa.org.au.

FDA Keytruda tick
THE US FDA has granted 

accelerated approval for Keytruda 
(pembrolizumab) to treat patients 
with advanced non-small cell 
lung cancer whose disease has 
progressed after other treatments, 
and with tumours that express a 
protein called PD-L1.

Keytruda has been approved for 
use with a companion diagnostic, 
the PD-L1 IHC 22C3 pharmDx test, 
the first test designed to detect 
PD-L1 expression in non-small cell 
lung tumours.

RGH E-bulletin
THIS week’s edition of the 

Repatriation General Hospital 
Pharmacy E-Bulletin discuses 
recent concerns within medical 
literature about increased off-label 
use of antipsychotics for insomnia 
treatment without associated 
psychiatric disorders - CLICK HERE.

GSK, Pfizer deal
GLAXOSMITHKLINE and Pfizer 

have confirmed the completion 
of a transaction which has seen 
the transfer of GSK’s meningitis 
vaccines Nimenrix and Mencevax 
to Pfizer.

The vaccines were acquired by 
Pfizer Ireland Pharmaceuticals 
effective 01 Oct, with GSK divesting 
the products in order to satisfy 
regulatory clearances as part of 
its three-part transaction with 
Novartis, under which GSK acquired 
Novartis’ global vaccines business 
including Menveo and Bexsero.

Effective immediately Pfizer is 
responsible for the marketing 
and promotion of Nimenrix and 
Mencevax, but for a transition 
period GSK will continue to manage 
all pharmacovigilance activities, 
medical information inquiries and 
product complaints.

FIP appointment
THE International Pharmaceutical 

Federation has announced the 
appointment of Giovanni M. 
Pauletti as its new Scientific 
Secretary.

Pauletti is associate professor 
of biopharmaceutics and 
pharmacokinetics at the University 
of Cincinatti in Ohio, USA.
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http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.ethicalnutrients.com.au/Products/Product?groupkey=IBS
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.eris-pharma.com.au/en/products/7-monoderm%C3%A0
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.healthnotes.com.au/
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?mailto:GPpharmacistconnect%40psa.org.au?subject=Enquiry%20re%20GP%20Pharmacist%20Connect
http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://www.auspharmlist.net.au/ebulletin/vol60/eb60-5.pdf


Tuesday 06 Oct 2015 PHARMACYDAILY.COM.AU

Pharmacy Daily Tuesday 6th October 2015 t 1300 799 220 w www.pharmacydaily.com.au page 2

Pharmacy training? 
We have you covered.

pharmacistclub.com.aupharmacyclub.com.au

•	 Leading	online	and	print	B2B	publications
•	 Influential	role
•	 Competitive	salary

The	Travel	Daily	Group	is	looking	for	the	services	of	two	proactive	
journalists	to	join	the	team	and	write	across	our	expanding	
portfolio	of	online	and	print	titles.	

You	have	the	overarching	responsibility	to	prepare,	write	and	edit	
copy	for	the	daily	publication	of	news	in	addition	to	ensuring	
deadlines	and	quality	standards	are	achieved.	You	will	manage	
coverage,	suggest	angles	and	leads,	conduct	interviews	and	
participate	in	events	in	the	pursuit	of	unique	content	generation.

If	you	have	up	to	three	years	experience	in	journalism,	are	a	
talented	self-starter,	have	sound	understanding	of	desktop	
publishing	and	social	media	then	this	could	be	your	next	
long	term	role.	

To	apply	email	your	confidential	CV	with	Cover	Letter	to		
jobs@traveldaily.com.au before	15/10/15.

Journalists x 2 || Epping, NSW

CHF joins codeine chorus
THE Consumer Health Forum 

has added its voice to those 
opposing the rescheduling of 
codeine-containing cough and cold 
remedies (PD Fri), saying making 
the products prescription-only is a 
“very blunt instrument to address 
what is a complex issue”.

CHF acting ceo Jo Root said 
consumers want medicines to be 
affordable, and they “want to be 
able to get them when they need 
them to manage their own lives”.

Root said the significant 
proportion of Australians living with 
chronic pain are looking for safe 
and appropriate access to effective 
medicines, and OTC codeine 
products meet that need.

“We believe the majority of 
users, particularly those using it 
for ongoing or chronic pain, are 
using responsibly, and they would 
be unnecessarily penalised by this 
move,” she said.

“We also know that just making 
codeine products prescription only 
will not stop misuse, as people will 

still be able to doctor shop and 
access codeine products that way.”

The CHF has joined with other 
groups incl the Guild in suggesting 
a more sophisticated approach 
involving real-time recording and 
reporting of purchases to help 
identify at-risk consumers.

Other measures suggested 
include changes to packaging 
and labelling to emphasise the 
risk of addiction, and a “properly 
resourced community education 
program involving consumers, 
clinicians and pharmacists about 
using codeine and other opioids to 
effectively manage pain”.

Root said while the risk of misuse 
and abuse can’t be eliminated, 
“nor can we punish consumers 
who urgently need medication to 
manage their pain”.

A Fairfax report last week 
estimated the additional cost to 
Medicare for doctor’s visits to 
obtain prescriptions for codeine-
containing products would be in 
excess of $170 million annually.

Regulators in UK, 
India to cooperate

BRITAIN’S Medicines and 
Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency (MHRA) has signed a new 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with its Indian counterpart, the 
Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation.

The pact aims to increase 
collaboration between the two 
countries in the areas of medicines 
and medical devices, with the 
purpose of improving public safety.

The central understandings of 
the deal include promotion of each 
other’s regulatory frameworks, 
requirements and processes.

Outcomes will include the 
facilitation and exchange of 
information and “opportunities for 
technical cooperation of mutual 
benefit, helping to ensure the 
regulators are better equipped 
to protect the health of their 
respective publics”.

The agreement is similar to MoUs 
previously signed by the MHRA and 
bodies in China and the USA.

New TWG director
TERRY White Group Limited 

has announced the appointment 
of Jane McKellar as a new 
independent non-executive director.

McKellar has wide experience, 
with over 30 years in senior 
management roles in retail, digital, 
marketing and merchandising.

TWG chairman Terry White said 
she has a strong track record of 
“supporting retailers through 
periods of change and harnessing 
digital and customer focused 
strategies to drive growth.

“Recent regulatory changes in 
our industry make it critical for 
pharmacies to have diversified 
income - and a strong front of 
shop retail revenue stream - to 
balance decreases to dispensing 
payments,” he said, with McKellar’s 
keen understanding of retail and 
consumer businesses “invaluable to 
supporting the Terry White Group 
in its next growth phase”.

McKellar is currently also a 
director of ASX-listed McPhersons 
Limited and travel company 
Helloworld Limited.

http://pharmacydaily.com.au/click?http://pharmacyclub.com.au/
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Codeine re-
scheduling not 

the solution
LAST week’s interim decision on 

re-scheduling of codeine products 
is not the best way to go for 
Australian health care consumers.

The interim decision of the 
Advisory Committee on Medicines 
Scheduling (ACMS) released 
on Friday would see all codeine 
products, including many well 
known cough and cold relief 
products, available on prescription 
only from June 2016.

 The Guild acknowledges that 
codeine dependence is a real and 
growing concern and that side 
effects from taking excessive 
amounts of codeine containing 
analgesics can be very serious. 

However, we believe the 
proposed re-scheduling is 
unlikely to address the issue of 
dependency and may instead 
create further problems, such as:

• For the large majority of people 
who use these products safely 
and effectively, re-scheduling will 
make pain relief medicines more 
expensive and more difficult to 
obtain. 

•  There will be an increase in the 
workload of doctors. 

•  There will be increased 
Medicare and PBS costs 
(particularly if doctors elect to 
prescribe consumers higher 
strength codeine products or 
other opioids listed on the PBS). 

The alternative to re-scheduling 
should include:

• A real-time recording and 
reporting system to identify 
consumers potentially at risk, to 
prevent medication misadventure. 
A prototype of such a system has 
already been developed, with 
cross industry and consumer 
support.

Guild Update
DISPENSARY
CORNER

Do you have the 
Pharmacy Daily app?

www.pharmacydaily.com.au

www.pharmacydaily.com.au

This week Pharmacy Daily and Designer Brands are giving away each 
day a pack of all five shades of Longwear Matte Lip Gloss.
The newly launched and extremely popular 
Longwear Matte Lip Gloss provides 24 hour, 
highly pigmented lip colour. The innovative 
formula contains Aloe Vera Extract, Peptide 
Complex, Green Tea Extract and Vitamins A, 
C and E to keep your lips looking and feeling 
flawless. It’s available in five shades. Visit  
www.dbcosmetics.com.au 
To win, be the first from NSW or ACT to send 
the correct answer to comp@pharmacydaily.com.au

Check here tomorrow for today’s winner.

How many shades of the Longwear Matte Lip Gloss are there?

A VERTICALLY challenged Saudi 
Arabian man has been divorced 
by his wife of seven months 
because she thinks he’s too short.

According to legal documents 
from the Saudi city of Al Qatif 
reported by Gulf News, the 
woman claimed she had had 
enough of being ridiculed because 
she towered over him.

She said the height disparity had 
made her feel “painfully uneasy” 
and “distressingly uncomfortable”.

HERE’S a way to get your vitamins.
A food truck at the University of 

Connecticut in the US is offering 
students roasted crickets, in 
snack-packs costing 99c.

Said to be high in protein and 
low in fat, the bugs are sold whole 
in small plastic containers, and are 
apparently ideal as a taco topping.

The university’s dining service is 
advertising the insects as organic 
and earth-friendly, obtaining 
them from a farm which kills 
them with carbon dioxide before 
roasting them.

AN AMERICAN football team 
has brought a special supply of 
toilet paper to the UK where they 
are playing a match, because the 
British version is too thin.

The New York Jets will play an 
exhibition match at London’s 
Wembley Stadium against the 
Miami Dolphins - and nothing has 
been left to chance, according to 
the UK Telegraph newspaper.

It’s not clear what impact 
it’s expected to have on their 
performance, but the 350 rolls 
of home-grown toilet paper are 
just one of the measures taken to 
ensure everything goes to plan.

In preparation for the visit, the 
Jets also flew the chef from their 
London hotel to New York for 
some preparatory training so the 
players get their favourite foods 
and the right nutrition in the UK.

Genetic pharmacies?
COMMUNITY pharmacies could 

be offering pharmacogenetics 
testing, therapeutic support and 
advice within the next five years, 
according to a report presented 
at last week’s FIP World Congress 
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences in Germany.

A new plan to explore and 
implement pharmacogenomics 
in primary care was outlined by 
the Royal Dutch Pharmacists 
Association and the Dutch Hospital 
Pharmacists Association.

“Pharmacogenomics is one of the 
first clinical applications of the post-
genomic era, allowing precision 
medicine rather than a one-size-
fits-all approach to prescribing,” 
said Ka-Chun Cheung from the 
Royal Dutch Pharmacists Assn.

The Association has so far 
developed recommendations 
for 80 gene-drug combinations 
which are now integrated into 
the Netherlands’ national drug 
database incorporated into all 
electronic systems for prescribing 
and dispensing.

“With these guidelines, 
pharmacists can customise 
the dosing of medicines to the 
individual’s needs,” Cheung said.

The plan is now in “exploration 
phase,” with market analysis and 
education programs beginning 
this month and reimbursement 
schemes under development.

Ambulance roles for 
pharmacists 

AMBULANCE services across 
Australia are increasingly employing 
pharmacists to improve medicines 
use and patient safety, according 
to an article published in the latest 
issue of the Journal of Pharmacy 
Practice and Research.

The article relates the experience 
of South Australian ambulance 
pharmacist Dr Peter Hayball, who 
said the SA Ambulance Service 
had recognised the “real need for 
pharmacists’ clinical skills in this 
environment,” with paramedics 
giving medicines to patients in 
about 50% of all cases.

“Initially I was providing 
governance and patient safety 
around handling Schedule 4 and 
Schedule 8 medicines, but the 
role has blossomed considerably,” 
Hayball said.

The ambulance pharmacist 
reviews and updates the formulary 
for paramedics and prepares 
protocols for their use using limited 
information in the area.

“The pharmacist therefore needs 
to use all their training in retrieving 
and interpreting medicines 
information,” Hayball said.

Other roles include analysing the 
effect on medicines of the hostile 
high temperature conditions in 
parked ambulances.

To view the full article CLICK HERE.
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As healthcare in Australia changes to meet the challenges of an ageing population, the 
expertise and responsibilities of the pharmacist will continue to evolve. With new opportunities 
emerging for practitioners to undertake extended and advanced roles, a master’s degree is 
becoming the international benchmark for pharmacists moving into these roles. 

Our courses
■	 Graduate Certificate in Pharmacy Practice

■	  Graduate Certificate in Pharmacy Practice 
(Internship)

■	 Master of Pharmacy Practice

■	 Graduate Diploma in Clinical Pharmacy

■	 Master of Clinical Pharmacy

Study with the best
As Australia’s leading faculty of pharmacy and 
pharmaceutical sciences, we are at the forefront  
of both research and education in our field. 

Study online
Because our postgraduate pharmacy units are offered 
online, you get to study at one of Australia’s leading 
universities without the need for campus attendance 
(with the exception of our Intern Training Program). 

Flexibility
Study is flexible, you can take a single unit or complete 
a graduate certificate, graduate diploma or master’s 
degree. Our courses also offer articulation pathways 
which may enable you to credit eligible prior study 
towards a higher qualification.

Professional recognition
Our programs are professionally recognised and may 
entitle you to a higher salary. As a member of The 
National Alliance for Pharmacy Education, approved 
Monash masters programs are recognised by the 
Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Australia as a 
pathway to Medication Management Review (MMR) 
accreditation.
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STUDY  
AT MONASH

Advance your  
practice in 2016.
Join Australia’s leading 
pharmacy school.

Applications close 30 November 
Find out more
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