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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features three pages of news 
plus full pages from:
• RJS Machinery
• Sigma Healthcare

Mag-Sup

High absorption 
magnesium 

Available 
in 50’s, 

100’s and 
250’s from 

Symbion, 
Sigma, API 

and CH2.

Pharmacy only.

Mag-Sup

Always read the label. 
Follow the directions for use.

50’s
PBS & 
RPBS 
Listed

   

With fully integrated e‑Prescriptions, 
dispensing has never been easier.
Contact us today to find out how to start dispensing with Dispense Works. 
www.posworks.com.au   |   enquiries@posworks.com.au   |   07 3277 9488 

PROTECT WHAT MATTERS 
Carollo Horton has been protecting the Australian  
pharmacy industry and pharmacists for over 30 years.

As leading comprehensive insurance providers, we give  
you the cover to safeguard you and your pharmacy  
against specific risks and potential liabilities, assessing  
which types of insurance will suit your needs and budget.

Don’t risk working without the right insurance cover. 

Call Carollo Horton on 1300 227 655

AFS Licence 503725   
ACN  147 135 859

Dispense eScripts from 
Active Script Lists 

Learn more

COVID guidance useless in the bush 
ADVICE that pharmacies in 

COVID-19-effected areas should 
operate multiple teams to mitigate 
against the impact of positive cases, 
will not work for rural pharmacies, 
Bourke-based pharmacy owner, 
Peter Crothers, believes. 

With rising numbers of COVID-19 
cases in the north-west NSW 
town, Crothers said some of the 
guidelines for pharmacies impacted 
by the pandemic were simply not 
implementable. 

“The recommendation to split 
staff into two teams and roster 
them apart is a good example of 
advice that is simply useless to 
many pharmacies,” he said.

“Many rural pharmacies - even 
quite large ones - simply don’t 
have the depth in their rosters to 
be able to split their team and it 
means they’ve been left without 
an effective staffing response 
in the case of becoming a close 
exposure site.”

In a statement issued by the 
Rural Pharmacy Network Australia 
(RPNA), Crothers said that with 
the escalation in COVID-19 
cases numbers in recent days, 
supporting his staff had become an 
overwhelming concern, rather than 
attempting to roll out new services. 

“It’s wonderful to see other 
parts of the community pharmacy 
network being put to the test and 
rising to the challenge, it really is,” 
he said.  

“But out here we just don’t have 
the means, and no-one is offering 
us any useful resource assistance 
- we need financial workforce 
incentives that reflect the much 
higher costs of recruiting and 
retaining staff in the bush, but they 
simply don’t exist.

“I don’t think anyone would 
describe me as professionally 
unmotivated but, far from 
expanding services, I’ve actually 
had to cut our trading hours as 

a result of COVID-related staff 
stress and, now that we’re under 
lockdown, new services including 
COVID vaccination are just 
impossible to think about.”

With calls from professional bodies 
including the Pharmacy Guild of 
Australia and the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Australia (PSA) for 
pharmacists to be empowered to 
work to their full scope of practice 
growing, an RPNA spokesperson 
warned such moves would fail to 
achieve equity of access for patients 
if supports are not implemented for 
rural pharmacy (PD 23 Aug). 

“The network is only as strong as 
its weakest link,” they said.

COVAX name 
change backed

THE Therapeutic Goods 
Administration (TGA) has 
approved AstraZeneca’s 
submission to change the 
name of its COVID-19 vaccine 
(COVAX) to Vaxzevria.

The name change brings the 
CSL-produced shot in line with 
the branding in the European 
Union and Canada. 

The move is expected 
to alleviate confusion and 
facilitate international 
recognition for Australians 
who have received the AZ 
shot, when travel restrictions 
are eased. 
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Grow your customer base

We deliver 7 days a week

Offer your full OTC at your prices

Pharmacy Delivery
in Under 3 Hours

Pharmacies see COVAX uptake surge
AUSTRALIA’S COVID-19 

vaccination (COVAX) campaign is 
gathering pace with the number 
of doses administered through 
community pharmacies jumping 
245% in the last week. 

Data from the Federal 
Department of Health revealed that 
as of Fri 20 Aug, pharmacies across 
the country had administered 
182,235 doses of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine since 23 Jul, up from 52,678 
on 13 Aug.

Pharmacies in NSW lead the way 
in terms of number of doses given 
(115,656), followed by Queensland 
(31,737) and Victoria (19,208). 

Vaccination uptake through ACT 
pharmacies has surged from 68 on 
13 Aug to more than 5,000 last Fri. 

Last week also saw the start 
of the pharmacy COVAX rollout 
in Tasmania, with 528 shots 
administered to 20 Aug. 

Of the 974,440 doses distributed 
to pharmacies across the country, 
18.7% have been administered, up 
from 6.13% of the 859,800 that had 

been made available to the sector 
at 13 Aug. 

The data revealed that 
pharmacies in the Northern 
Territory had administered the 
highest proportion of the doses 
allocated to the sector (57.4% of 
1,200 doses), followed by the ACT, 
where 31.8% of the 15,800 shots 
have been administered as of 20 
Aug, with NSW ranked third for 

use of allocation (25.4% of 455,500 
doses). 

MEANWHILE, UNICEF is running 
its Give the World a Shot campaign, 
to boost COVAX accessiblity in 
developing countries. 

“We’ll only begin to recover when 
people in lower-income countries 
have access to vaccines, tests and 
treatments,” UNICEF said. 

CLICK HERE to donate. 

Driving change
INDEPENDENT pharmacy 

group, Pharmacy Alliance, 
is implementing a strategic 
partnership with Medmate 
Australia, to drive digital 
transformation in the sector. 

The deal will see Pharmacy 
Alliance offer electronic 
prescription enabled 
e-commerce websites to 
its 700-plus pharmacies to 
deliver online capability for 
prescription and over-the-
counter medications. 

Pharmacy Alliance members 
will also have the option to 
list their pharmacy on the 
Medmate App to boost their 
digital presence and reach 
more customers. 
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DESPITE strong scientific 
evidence showing the benefits 
of COVID-19 vaccines, the 
willfully ignorant are stubbornly 
refusing to accept the glaringly 
obvious. 

Instead of fading into a fringe 
nuisance, the anti-vaccine 
movement is disturbingly 
becoming increasingly vocal 
and confrontational. 

With Australian conspiracy 
theorists taking to the streets 
of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane 
and Tweed Heads over the 
weekend to protest against 
public health orders, British 
anti-vaxxers have taken it up a 
notch, descending on the head 
offices of media organisations. 

Protesters occupied the 
headquarters of ITV News and 
Channel 4 News in London 
yesterday chanting scientifically 
unproven claims about 
COVID-19 vaccines and accusing 
the organisations of pushing 
vaccine passports, which they 
said were “incompatible with 
British values”.

However, true-to-form the 
misguided and clearly ill-
informed mob thought it had 
stormed the offices of the Daily 
Mail.

Dispensary 
Corner

Increased Vaccine 
Supply

WITH community 
pharmacies rapidly joining the 
COVID-19 vaccines rollout, 
Australia is now passing new 
milestones. 

More than 16 million 
COVID-19 vaccine doses 
have now been administered 
(15,892,260 as of 18 Aug). 

Supply constraints are being 
tackled; an extra one million 
Pfizer doses have been sourced 
from Poland, and Moderna 
vaccines are expected soon. 

Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison says “The Australian 
Government has already 
secured 25 million Moderna 
doses, with the first million 
expected to arrive in Sep”. 

“Planning is underway for 
these vaccines to roll out 
through approved pharmacies 
and other providers,” he said. 

The Pharmacy Guild of 
Australia is continuing to 
work with the Australian 
Government to maximise 
supplies through community 
pharmacies. 

It’s encouraging that 
while queues for COVID-19 
testing can be long and delay 
people for hours, COVID-19 
vaccination is readily and 
quickly available through 
accessible community 
pharmacists. 

Across Australia, pharmacists 
are accelerating the vaccine 
rollout, helping return society 
faster to more normal social 
and economic activity.

Guild 
Update

DO WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT DETAILS?
As a health professional, did you receive 
today’s special edition? Click here to change 
your subscription details via email.

Health professional  YES NO

Pharmily mourns Gilbert
PHARMACISTS from across 

Australia are mourning the passing 
of one of the profession’s most 
influential leaders, Emeritus 
Professor Andrew Gilbert AM. 

A Pharmceutical Society of 
Australia (PSA) Fellow and former 
Director of The Quality Use of 
Medicines and Pharmacy Research 
Centre, Gilbert passed away on Fri 
20 Aug, surrounded by his family.

 The South Australian pharmacist 
was internationally renowned 
for his research and consultancy 
work in areas of medicines policy 
and health practice change, PSA 
National President, Associate 
Professor Chris Freeman said. 

“The loss of Professor Gilbert, 
Andy, affects me deeply,” Freeman 
said.

“He had such a big influence on 
my career. 

“Andy was a mentor who took 
me under his wing, provided me 
with many opportunities, and 
offered a voice of reason when I felt 
uncertain. 

“I know he played a similar 

role for many in the pharmacy 
profession. 

“I am lucky to have called him a 
friend.

“Andy was instrumental in 
securing federal funding of Home 
Medication Reviews for at-risk 
people in the community, and 
further research on medication 
management issues in the veteran 
community.

“PSA extends its condolences to 
Andy’s wife Marg, his daughters 
Kate and Alice, and the rest of 
his family. His legacy and impact 
on pharmacy practice will not be 
forgotten.”

In a tweet posted yesterday, 
University of Sydney Dean of 
Pharmacy, Professor Andrew 
McLachlan, said Gilbert’s 
“transformational research... 
continued to improve the lives of 
communities”.

“Andy inspired, mentored and 
developed many in the #pharmily 
who continue to reap the benefits 
of his generous guidance and good 
grace,” McLachlan said.

Mill named PSA ECP Board Director
ADELAIDE-BASED pharmacist, 

Deanna Mill, has been appointed 
as the Pharmaceutical Society 
of Australia’s (PSA’s) new Early 
Career Pharmacists (ECP) Board 
Director. 

The announcement follows the 
conclusion of Western Australian, 
Lauren Burton’s term (PD 15 Jun) 
as a National Board Member. 

With experience across hospital, 
community, rural, metropolitan, 
teaching and research settings, 
PSA National President, Associate 
Professor Chris Freeman, 
welcomed Mill’s appointment. 

“Deanna’s achievements to 
date are very impressive, and we 
warmly welcome her to the PSA 
National Board,” he said.

“She is passionate about 
elevating ECP voices around 
the country and inspiring the 
broader profession to see beyond 
the current state of pharmacy 
practice, enabling innovation.”

Freeman also thanked Burton 
for her contribution to the PSA 
over her three-year term. 

“Lauren brought far more to 
the PSA Board in addition to her 
advocacy for ECPs,” he said.
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PPE TECH
P2 Face Masks

100% Australian Owned & Made

Certified P2 to Australian Standards 
AS1716:2012

Equiv. N95 / KN95 / FFP2

Individually wrapped for sharing 
and convenience

ARTG 352290

SKU

P225

Description

PPE Tech P2 
Respirator 
25pk

Items 
per unit

25 masks

Units per 
carton

24 boxes 
(600 masks)

Regular 
Retail Price 

(inc GST)

$69.95

Regular 
Promo Price 

(inc GST)

$49.95

Cost Price 
(ex GST)

$25 per unit

$600 per 
carton

Order 
Quantity

Min. 1 
Carton

1B Widemere Road,

Wetherill Park

NSW 2164

18 Morrison Close

Mansfield

QLD 4122

1800 773 832

info@ppetech.com.au

ppetech.com.au

Customer Service

Store Name:

Address:

Contact Name:

Email: Phone:

Email orders to info@ppetech.com.au

TV

Supported by an extensive campaign

RADIO OUTDOOR DIGITAL
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Powered by  
Sigma Healthcare

*Amcal Guardian LEAPP 2017 Cohort vs Amcal Guardian Non-LEAPP pharmacies

• Coaching, tools and resources to 
improve leadership, communication, 
accountability and dispensary workflow

• Enabling increased frequency and quality 
of pharmacist-patient engagements

• Achieve successful execution of Health  
Services programs and increased          
team satisfaction

• Exclusive to Amcal and Guardian

A pharmacy that has  
successfully completed LEAPP 
Foundations grows prescription 
volumes 3 times faster than  
non-LEAPP pharmacies*

TO FIND OUT MORE CONTACT  
dispensary.services@sigmahealthcare.com.au

Implementing an unrivalled pharmacist-led, advice-driven 
service model which supports better patient health  
outcomes and improved business performance.
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