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Ferro-Max C
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with Vitamin C to aid absorption.*
Available from Symbion, Sigma, API and CH2.
For use when iron deficiency or iron deficiency anaemia has been diagnosed by your
doctor and a therapeutic iron supplement is recommended. Always read the label.
Follow the directions for use. If symptoms persist, worsen or change
unexpectedly, talk to your health professional. *Vitamin C has been
shown to enhance the absorption of iron when taken together.
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CtG changes could limit meds access
LESS than two weeks out from
the implementation of changes
to the Closing the Gap (CtG)
Co-payment Relief program,
pharmacists are warning it could
create fresh problems to patients
seeking to access prescription
medicines.
Under the updated program,
existing CtG patients will have
their details transferred to the
centralised database managed by
Services Australia from 01 Jul, while
new patients will have to be added
by a registered Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme (PBS) prescriber
or a Medicare-registered Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander health
practitioner, to access the Federal
Government funded program.
The new database will allow
hospital PBS prescriptions to be
dispensed under the CtG program
through community and private
hospital pharmacies.
However, a number of
pharmacists haved raised concerns
that patients could see their access

to medicines limited under the
new approach to the program, if
their prescriber “hasn’t done the
paperwork” to register them.
Commenting on a Pharmacy
Guild of Australia alert about
the changes to the CtG program,
one pharmacist said, “this is
going to create a whole world of
nightmares, let alone the effect on
healthcare or further marginalising
certain people”.
Captial Chemist Group Business
Manager, Andrew Topp, told
Pharmacy Daily that the initial
registration process may not
be active in prescriber software
programs when the change comes
into affect next month.
He said that while the change
would theoretically “widen the
prescription pool” getting patients
registered could prove challenging,
leaving some eligible patients
without access to PBS medicines.
Topp added that the key to the
success of the CtG Co-payment
Relief program was delivering an

increased uptake of prescriptions
by creating savings for eligible
patients who might not otherwise
have the means to access critical
medications.
He warned that if patients were
unable to access the program due
to their prescriber failing to register
them appropriately, it could also
impact their relationship with the
pharmacy.
“This is being implemented in 14
days time, and this [Guild alert] is
the first document I’ve seen,” Topp
said.
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BLOOMS The Chemist CEO,
Phil Smith, is set to step down
from the role on 31 Dec,
with the 110-store network’s
current Head of Retail,
Emmanuel Vavoulas, to take
the reins from 01 Jan 2022.
Smith described Vavoulas,
who has close to 25 years’
experience in community
pharmacy as “a standout
candidate for the role”.
Vavoulas has committed
to continue implementing
Blooms’ national growth
strategy, to futureproof the
brand and ensure it is at the
forefront of innovation.
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No need for OTC pill push: RACGP
ARGUMENTS supporting calls for
the oral contraceptive pill (OCP) to
be down-scheduled to Pharmacy
Only (Appendix M) no longer
stand, the Royal Australian College
of General Practitioners (RACGP)
believes.
In a submission to the Therapeutic
Goods Administration (TGA) the
RACGP said the development of
telehealth services and the rollout
of electronic prescriptions had
negated “any argument that access
to general practice is a barrier” for
patients seeking the pill.
The RACGP’s submission said
proposed moves to make the pill
available over-the-counter (OTC)
would restrict GPs’ abilities to
offer “important preventative
interventions such as cervical
screening and make sure there
have been no relevant changes to

lifestyle factors such as smoking
status or sexual activity”.
The College noted that “at a
time when the community has an
enhanced awareness of the risk of
thrombosis, and the Prime Minister
has publicly stated that women
are at greater risk of this lifethreatening condition from taking
the OCP (particularly proposal A’s
cyproterone) than after receiving
the COVID-19 AstraZeneca vaccine,
reducing clinical oversight of OCP
prescribing is not prudent”.
The RACGP also warned that the
move to down-schedule the pill
posed a number of questions about
where legal responsibility would lie
for any patient harm arising from
reduced clinical oversight.
“The RACGP receives numerous
examples each year from our
members where adverse outcomes

appear to have occurred due to
pharmacist advice,” the RACGP said.
“One such example is a patient
who sought emergency supply
of the OCP and was dispensed a
discontinued prescription for the
mini pill they had once purchased
at that pharmacy.
“Their GP had since prescribed
a different type of OCP, which
they had been purchasing from a
different pharmacy.
“The mistake resulted in an
unwanted pregnancy.”
Should the TGA approve the
move to down-schedule the pill,
the RACGP said, “pharmacies that
participate in dispensing Appendix
M drugs should be required to
declare all commercial (financial
and non-financial) arrangements
with drug companies which supply
the drugs in question”.

ATAGI to change AZ COVAX advice

Vic COVID alert

THE Australian Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunisations (ATAGI) is set
to update its advice regarding
the AstraZeneca (AZ) COVID-19
vaccine (COVAX) today.
The experts are expected to tell
the Federal Government that the
vaccine should be recommended
for people aged 60 years and
older, ABC News reports.
Currently the AZ vaccine is
recommended for patients aged

CHEMIST Warehouse
Barkly Square, Brunswick,
in Melbourne has been
added to the Victorian State
Government’s COVID-19
watchlist.
The pharmacy has been
categorised as a Tier 2 exposure
site, with shoppers who visited
the store on 13 Jun between
1.20pm and 2pm being advised
to get tested and isolate until
they receive a negative result.
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50 years and older.
The proposed change in advice
comes after the Therapeutic
Goods Administration (TGA)
confirmed a 52-year-old women
became the second Australian to
die as a result of thrombosis with
thrombocytopenia syndrome,
linked to the vaccine.
To date the AZ vaccine is
the only COVAX approved for
administration in community
pharmacies.
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Dispensary
Corner
THE mastermind behind a
string of armed robberies of
independent pharmacies in
Southern California is facing life
behind bars after being found
guilty of eight felony charges.
US authorities claimed
that between May 2018 and
Jul 2019, Tyrome ‘Boobie’
Lewis, 26, orchestrated 15
robberies, assigning roles to
gang members and then served
as a lookout while his “crew”
stole oxycodone and other
prescription painkillers, NBC
Los Angeles reported.
Dubbed the “Oxy Bandits” by
police, Lewis’s gang targetted
smaller pharmacies, armed
with a black semi-automatic
handgun to threaten and
intimidate staff.
The investigation stemmed
from a partnership between the
FBI and the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department that has
seen 21 people charged for
their roles in the heists.
A total of 19 people, including
Lewis, have been convicted for
their involvement in pharmacy
robberies, with the remaining
two defendants awaiting trial.
Lewis has been held in
Federal custody since his
arrest in Jul 2019, and will be
sentenced at a hearing in Sep.
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A solution for every dispensary
We understand your patients always come first. We feel that’s the same
level of care you deserve. We’re not just a supplier, we’re a trusted partner,
so we’ll always work hard to ensure your needs are met.
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DAA Pack

A solution
for every
dispensary
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There is a reason why over the past 15 years
Willach has delivered over 1,000 dispensary
solutions. We create spaces and systems that
save time, optimise efficiency, reduce errors and
improve medicine management, which maximises

find out more

www.willach.com.au
Tel: (03) 9429 8222
info@willach.com.au
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returns and relieves some of the stress
and pressure on owners and staff.
No matter the size of your pharmacy,
contact us for a confidential discussion
to explore the range of options available.

Join WholeLife, part of the
Sigma Healthcare family
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AN EVOLUTION OF PHARMACY RETAILING
Wholelife Pharmacy &
Healthfoods is Australia’s first
and leading pharmacy retailer
to provide a true, holistic
approach to health, wellness
and well-being.

Wholelife Pharmacy & Healthfoods
is a disrupter, offering a unique
and new approach that combines
the full traditional pharmacy with
holistic, whole health products
and services in a modern and
shopper engaging environment.

Do you want a brand that will
establish your pharmacy at the
forefront of changing health
and well-being trends, whilst
driving more customers into
store with greater frequency
and higher spends?

Join us today.
Visit sigmahealthcare.com.au/wholelife

Discuss your plans with your local state manager:
Peter Lane | 0413 050 635
Peter.Lane@sigmahealthcare.com.au

