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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today has  

three pages of news and a full 
page from Sigma Healthcare.

   

With fully integrated e‑Prescriptions, 
dispensing has never been easier.
Contact us today to find out how to start dispensing with Dispense Works. 
www.posworks.com.au   |   enquiries@posworks.com.au   |   07 3277 9488 

Seamlessly register, obtain consent and start 
dispensing with My Script List today.

Find out more at www.fred.com.au

Dispensing your patient’s current
medications has never been easier! MySL

My Script List

New app makes finding locums easier
A new online platform helping 

pharmacies and locums to 
connect with each other has 
started rolling out in Vic, with 
plans for national expansion over 
the coming months.

The company behind the 
initiative is named Locumate, and 
was co-founded by pharmacist 
Kavita Nadan and IT expert 
Surge Singh, with pharmacies 
able to utilise the system to post 
available vacancies.

Locums can use the Locumate 
app to browse for work 
opportunities, view schedules 
and submit invoices, with 
Nadan saying “Locumate has 
the opportunity to make a 

real difference to the lives of 
pharmacies and locums alike”.

“As a pharmacist, I’ve had first- 
hand experience when it comes 
to looking for meaningful career 
opportunities, learning and 
developing my skills, and honing 
my craft,” she said.

“I’ve also worked as a pharmacy 
manager, desperately wrangling 
last-minute locum shifts through 
agencies I had no control or 
oversight of.

“That’s why we decided to start 
Locumate...we knew there was 
a better solution for locums and 
pharmacies,” she added.

Registrations for Locumate are 
now open at locumate.com.au.

New episode
Michael Minter, a 

paramedic, pharmacist and 
diabetes educator who was 
named TerryWhite Chemmart’s 
2020 Pharmacist of the Year, is 
featured in the latest episode 
of the Raven’s Recruitment 
Your Pharmacy Career Podcast.

To listen CLICK HERE.

Exposure rules eased
Vaccinated pharmacists and 

pharmacy staff wearing masks who 
are exposed to COVID-19 may no 
longer have to quarantine, under 
new guidelines announced by the 
Federal Department of Health.

Individual states and territories 
still have to formally adopt the 
advice, which will simplify incidents 
where patients who attend a 
pharmacy are subsequently 
diagnosed with the infection.

A matrix of conditions lays out 
requirements for low, low-to-
moderate, moderate and high risk 
scenarios, each with new testing 
and isolation requirements.

For example, a pharmacy staff 
member wearing a surgical mask 
who has transient face-to-face 
contact with a confirmed case, or 
non-transient distanced contact in 
an indoor space, can be classed at 
the worst case as “moderate risk” 
which under the new guidelines 
would require them to isolate until 
a day two PCR test.

If that test is negative they can 
then return to work, but must have 
another test on day five and on day 
13 and be alert for symptoms.

A high risk scenario involving non-
transient face-to-face contact with 
a confirmed case still requires staff 
to leave the workplace immediately 
and isolate as a primary close 
contact, but with the potential to 
return to work early if a day five 
PCR test result is negative.

The Department of Health said 
“the framework recognises that 
workers in healthcare settings who 
are vaccinated for COVID-19 are 
less likely to acquire infection and, 
if infected, are less likely to transmit 
COVID-19 to others”.

“Previous requirements to 
furlough workers in healthcare 
settings following exposure to 
COVID-19 could result in significant 
impacts on health system capacity 
and place a significant strain on the 
delivery of health services.”

The new rules are at health.gov.au.

APP travel deals
The organisers of next 

year’s Australian Pharmacy 
Professional (APP) conference 
have highlighted cheap flights 
on offer for travel to the Gold 
Coast in Mar 2022, including 
Jetstar fares from Sydney 
starting at $39 one way.

Special accommodation rates 
have also been negotiated 
with a range of Broadbeach 
hotels and apartments, with 
delegates invited to extend 
their stay and “turn APP into a 
mini holiday” - DETAILS HERE. 

https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=193&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=mailto:info@pharmacydaily.com.au
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=97&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=http://www.pharmacydaily.com.au
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=170&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=http://pharmacydaily.com.au/
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=208&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=https://www.posworks.com.au/
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=9&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=https://www.fred.com.au/what-we-do/eprescriptions/?utm_medium=banner&utm_source=pharmdaily&utm_campaign=eprescribing&utm_content=mysleasy#managing
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=20&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=https://www.benmedical.com.au/
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=92&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=https://locumate.com.au
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=223&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=https://www.ravensrecruitment.com.au/your-pharmacy-career-podcast
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=80&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=https://www.health.gov.au/news/updated-advice-on-requirements-for-workers-in-health-care-settings-who-are-exposed-to-covid-19
https://bpgclick.com/pd?c=59&utm_source=pharmacydaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=PD131021&u=https://pulseevent.com.au/app2022/


Pharmacy Daily            e info@pharmacydaily.com.au           t 1300 799 220	     w www.pharmacydaily.com.au	 page 2

Wed 13th Oct 2021

Crampeze and Pharmacy Daily are this 
week giving away a $50 woolworths gift 
card each day.
Crampeze is an effective multi-combination 
solution vs. magnesium alone for cramp 
relief. For chronic cramp sufferers, ideal for 
long term use.
Contains Viburnum Opulus (Cramp Bark), 
an antispasmodic traditionally used in west-
ern herbal medicine to help relieve muscle 
cramps, mild muscle spasms & twitches.
To learn more, CLICK HERE.

What is the official name of the Cramp Bark ingredient 
used in Crampeze?

To win, be the first person to send the correct answer to 
comp@pharmacydaily.com.au

Win with Crampeze

A revolutionary way of dispensing 
prescriptions in your pharmacy for a 
fraction of your normal cost.
 • Save up to 91% on award rates
 • Save up to $100,000pa on a single employee
 • Rates as low as $4.62/hr

To find out more visit www.dispenseassist.com.au

wizardpharmacy.com.au/careers

This badge is    
 worth $130K

elise.wheadon@wizardphy.com.au

*Dependant on suitability of candidate & successful performance in the role. For full package details please refer to job listing at wizardpharmacy.com.au/careers

Looking for a change of pace? 
Create better work-life balance 
for you and your family by 
working in Kalgoorlie WA.
Wizard Pharmacy is currently 
seeking skilled Pharmacist 
Managers and Pharmacists.
Build your career by working 
with the team awarded the 
Pharmacy Guild of Australia’s 
2020 Winner of Excellence in 
Professional Innovation.

We’re offering the right 
candidate:

• An attractive pharmacy     
 industry package and   
 benefits   
• Relocation allowance   
 with accommodation 
 in Kalgoorlie

• Up to $3000 in support  
 for COVID-19 quarantine

If you’re suitably 
qualified please email:

Cannabis scripts at an all time high
More than 13,600 Australian 

patients accessed medical 
cannabis in the last month, with 
data from the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration (TGA) confirming 
medicinal cannabis prescriptions 
are at an all time high.

Over the 12 month period to 30 
Sep 2021 the TGA has approved 
more than 104,000 Special 
Access Scheme (SAS) Category 
B applications for unapproved 
medicinal cannabis products - in 
addition to scripts for Sativex 
(nabiximols) and Epidyolex 
(cannabidiol) which are listed 
in the Australian Register of 
Therapeutic Goods (ARTG).

SAS applications have 
been approved for a range 
of conditions including 
chemotherapy-induced nausea 

and vomiting, cancer pain, 
neuropathic pain, palliative 
care conditions, refractory 
paediatric epilepsy, spasticity 
from neurological conditions, and 
anorexia and wasting associated 
with chronic illness.

The vast majority of medical 
cannabis prescriptions were for 
chronic pain, with the largest age 
cohort being people aged 18-44.

Oil was the most common 
dosage form, followed by 
solution and then oral liquid, and 
the majority of prescribers were 
located in Queensland (90,000) 
followed by NSW (37,000), Vic 
(33,000), WA (11,000), SA (1,500) 
and the ACT (785).

SAS B applications allow health 
practitioners to access items not 
included on the ARTG.

Pandemic claims on hold
The second business interruption 

case regarding insurance claims 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic 
has been completed, but 
pharmacies which have made a 
claim will need to wait until yet 
another appeal hearing to know if 
they are covered.

The latest Federal Court ruling 
which was handed down last 
Fri found in favour of insurers 
including Guild Insurance, Allianz, 
Chubb, IAG, QBE and Swiss Re.

Guiseppe Carollo, CEO of 
pharmacy insurance specialist 
Carollo Horton, said the ruling 
meant “many insurance policies 
are unlikely to provide cover for 
business interruption as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic”.

The test case involved nine small 
businesses operating in various 
sectors and locations, with Justice 
Jayne Jagot saying other than 
in one case (relating to IAG and 
a travel agency called Meridian 
Travel) “I have concluded that the 
insuring clauses do not apply in the 
circumstances of each case”.

Carollo said frustration at the lack 
of certainty around the delayed 
decisions was understandable.

“Once insurers have the final 
rulings, they will be consistently 
applied when assessing a claim for 
business interruption related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and claims will 
be made a priority,” he said.

“Due to pharmacies being able 
to trade throughout most of the 
pandemic with some restrictions, 
the claim will need to be assessed 
not only against the policy but also 
around certain circumstances and 
how the pharmacy traded during 
the period,” Carollo added.

“Your insurance broker should 
guide you through this process.

“Pharmacies play an important 
role in the communities they serve, 
and especially now during the 
pandemic....some pharmacies have 
been more affected than others, so 
each claim for business interruption 
needs to be transparent and 
consistent,” he said.

The new appeal is expected in 
early Nov, and pharmacies which 
have made a claim will need to wait 
until the final appeal to know if 
they are fully covered.
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Travel inspiration for 
your  next holiday

keep dreaming...  

Cannabis may be legal in 
some parts of the USA, but 
officials in Florida are still 
definitely saying no to drugs.

A sheriff has placed a tongue-
in-cheek post on social media 
advertising about 300kg of 
marijuana in hopes of “finding 
its rightful owner”.

The stash was seized from a 
self-storage facility in the town 
of Viera, part of Brevard County.

Posting an image of the 
“missing” weed (below), Sheriff 
Wayne Ivey wrote “I mean, 
trying to identify the rightful 
owner of the property is the 
very least we can do, especially 
since it has a street value of 
roughly two million dollars!!”

Once identified, we can “also 
make sure that both you and 
your property are kept in a 
secure area so that no one can 
try to rip you off,” he said.

Ivey, who has a reputation as 
“the most politically incorrect 
sheriff in the country” also 
offered what he described as a 
“staycation” (presumably in the 
local penitentiary) to allow the 
owner to “think about exactly 
how much your lost property 
means to you”.

The Brevard County Sheriff 
also has a YouTube channel 
where he runs a regular “Wheel 
of Fugitive” segment to 
highlight the “fugitive of the 
week”.

Dispensary 
Corner

Health & Beauty
HONEY & OATS - MULTI PURPOSE MOISTURISING WONDER BALM 20g
A dynamic duo blended with natural goodness to soothe and moisturise your lips and other dry bits. 
Known for its antibacterial and skin-soothing properties Honey is formulated with Actiphyte ™ oatmeal to 
help protect and moisturise sensitive skin.
99.8% all natural ingredients - Contains NO Petrochemicals 
Only full of skin friendly goodness!
Available in 3 Varieties
• Original – unscented and unflavoured
• Coconut
• Vanilla
Supplier: Available from Key Sun Laboratories via 1800 791 381 or 
customerservice@keysun.com.au or order directly through Purveyance 
https://retailer.purveyance.biz/Account/Login
RRP: $9.99

Website: www.keysun.com.au

Suppliers wanting to promote 
products in this feature should email  
newproducts@pharmacydaily.com.au

New eNRMC resources
The Australian Commission on 

Safety and Quality in Health Care 
has released two new documents 
providing key guidance for the 
implementation of electronic 
National Residential Medication 
Charts (eNRMCs).

The Commission was engaged 
by the Department of Health to 
develop the resources, which 
include a guide for residential care 
facilities which wish to transition 
from a paper-based or hybrid 
electronic medication management 
system to an eNRMC system.

“In addition to supporting 
electronic prescribing of medicines 
for consumers in residential care 
facilities, eNRMC systems have 
a number of other potential 
advantages and opportunities 
for streamlining medication 
management,” the Commission said.

Also available is a new guide 
to support software vendors to 
optimise the safety and quality 
features of their eNRMC systems.

eNRMC platforms support 
electronic prescribing for supply 
of both PBS/RPBS and non-PBS 
medicines, as well as ordering 
the items, for the purpose of 
administering medicines to 
consumers living in residential 
care facilities, with PBS regulations 
changing in 2019 to support the 
use of electronic prescriptions in 
these settings.

Providers of eNRMC systems 
must contain all functionality to 
support users to comply with state 
and territory legislation, as well as 
national laws and PBS requirements.

The new documents are 
available for free download at 
safetyandquality.gov.au.

UK COVID bonus
ABout 6,000 UK-based 

pharmacy staff working at 
the Well Pharmacy group will 
receive a one-off COVID-19 
“recognition payment”, with 
the bonus aiming to celebrate 
their work and persistence 
through the pandemic.

Pharmacists and pharmacy 
team leaders will each 
get £150, while other UK 
frontline staff and warehouse 
employees will be awarded 
£100, with trade paper 
Chemist+Druggist noting it 
was the second time bonuses 
had been awarded by Well 
Pharmacy Group since the 
onset of COVID-19.

Well Pharmacy is the UK’s 
third largest pharmacy chain, 
with over 750 branches across 
the country.
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Discuss your plans with your local state manager:  
Peter Lane   |   0413 050 635  
Peter.Lane@sigmahealthcare.com.au

We’re here for you everyday

A destination for expert advice  
and superior service

Grace 
Endeavour Hills, VIC

“I chose to partner with Sigma 
and Amcal because I wanted  
a nationally recognised local 
community pharmacy brand.

The biggest benefits we’ve  
had are the genuine people 
we’ve met along the way. 

Our partners at Sigma  
and Amcal help us with  
everything we need for  
our pharmacy, every day.”
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