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Ferro-Max C
with Vitamin C to aid absorption.*
Available from Symbion, Sigma, API and CH2.  
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For use when iron deficiency or iron deficiency anaemia has been diagnosed by your 
doctor and a therapeutic iron supplement is recommended. Always read the label and 
follow the directions for use. If symptoms persist, worsen or change 
unexpectedly, talk to your health professional. *Vitamin C has been 
shown to enhance the absorption of iron when taken together.

A plan for every pharmacy
Call 1800 888 828

Viatris is 
rebranding. 
Many bottles 
will now be 
available 
in blister packs

© 2022 Viatris Inc. All Rights Reserved. VIATRIS and the 
Viatris Logo are trademarks Viatris Inc. Alphapharm Pty Ltd 
(trading as Viatris), ABN 93 002 359 739, Viatris Pty Ltd, ABN 
29 601 608 771 Upjohn Australia Pty Ltd, ABN 50 629 389 
91. Level 1, 30–34 Hickson Road, Millers Point NSW 2000. 
Tel: 1800 274 276. www.Viatris.com. NON-2022-7456. SSW.
VIA-002965-00. Date of preparation: May 2022.

Click here  
to learn more.

Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features three pages of news, 
plus full pages from:
• Molnlycke
• Sigma Healthcare
• Gluco Beans

M: 0407 759 736
E: sue.raven@srpbs.com.au
W: srpbs.com.au

Closed weekends 
Not Far drive from the Gold Coast 
Great GP 

 This would be a great pharmacy to add to your existing pharmacy
as an added service. If you already have a compounding pharmacy,
this could be the acquisition you have been looking at acquiring.

This is not an approved pharmacy. It is being sold as a
compounding pharmacy only.

Your Success is our Passion 

SR73246
COMPOUNDING CHEMIST - NORTHERN NSW  

Politicians failing health system: GP
MoveS to expand pharmacists’ 

scope of practice to include 
prescribing roles shows a failure 
by politicians to understand “the 
health ecosystem”,  pharmacist-
turned-GP, Dr Peter Cheng, 
believes.

In a letter to the Sydney Morning 
Herald, responding to former 
Commonwealth Deputy Chief 
Health Officer, Dr Nick Coatsworth’s 
support for pharmacist prescribing 
trials (PD 25 Nov), Cheng urged 
politicians to retain the status quo.  

“As a former pharmacist and now 
a working GP, the oversimplification 
of the health ecosystem by our 
politicians never fails to astound 
me,” he said.

“Their misunderstanding of the 
respective roles of all healthcare 
practitioners to form a well 
functioning, multidisciplinary 
team and their attempt to further 
fragment the already fractured 

medical system is dangerous and 
ethically very concerning.

“What I knew as a pharmacist of 
clinical medicine in a total of five 
years of tertiary education was the 
equivalent of learning a semester of 
clinical medicine in medical school.

“Yes, our roles intersect, but the 
roles are drastically different. 

“The training is completely 
different. 

“The mentality is entirely different. 
“The whole separation of the 

medical and pharmacy system 
was to ensure that the public is 
protected, both from the potential 
errors in diagnosis and prescribing 
without the last line of defence. 

“The entire medical code is based 
upon this fundamental fact.

“We are hearing from politicians, 
with zero clinical experience, taking 
action to blur this boundary. 

“They say access is a problem – 
but creating more ‘noctors’ [not 
doctors, in GP speak] – is not the 
solution.”

Cheng argued that with more 
registered doctors in Australia 
than pharmacists, authorising 
medical professionals to dispense 
medications would be more 
effective in improving access to 
healthcare services. 

“If each doctor had their own 
respective dispensary, and was able 
to provide efficient, adequate and 
safe access to medicines, this would 
efficiently save the taxpayer costs 
on the Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme,” he said.

“And it would not cost the 
Medicare Benefits Schedule any 
more than it currently does. 

“As the Seventh Community 
Pharmacy Agreement is ending in 
2025, perhaps politicians should 
rather focus on improving the 
entire health economy, rather 
than lining the pockets of their 
corporate donors.

“As professional groups, we each 
have vital roles in healthcare. 

“But we need to stick to our own 
lanes to ensure ethical care for 
patients.”
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PHPB LAUNCHES NEW, COMPREHENSIVE
WAREHOUSE SUPPLY CHAIN SOLUTION

Powerhouse Pharmacy Brands Australia is excited to announce the launch of their 
new, comprehensive Warehouse Supply Chain Solution. PHPB now picks, packs 

and dispatches all of their products across the entire portfolio from one centralised 
location in Melbourne which will provide customers with a range of benefits.    

www.powerhousepharmacybrands.com.au

LEARN MORE
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Your invitation  
to attend a

LIVESTREAM 
WEBINAR

COVID-19 VACCINATION – addressing your  
frequently asked questions

Monday 5 December 2022 | 7:30pm-8:30pm AEDT

REGISTER TODAY

|   Omnicell.com.au

Dispensary inventory 
management automation 
at its best. Both chaotic 
and channel enabled.

CHanGeS to the Punjab State 
Pharmacy Council’s process for 
verifying the basic qualifications  
of new pharmacists could see 
thousands of fake practitioners 
become registered, The Tribune 
reports. 

Paramedical and Health 
Employees Front convenor, 
Swaranjeet Singh, reported 
that despite concerns being 
raised over the qualifications of 
5,000 pharmacists, the council 
had done little to remove 
unqualified pharmacists from 
the profession. 

“Rather it has been working 
overtime to save them,” he said. 

“The decision [to change the 
verification process] is against 
the norms... the accountability 
of the state drug controller, 
government analyst and 
registrar of the council must be 
fixed.”

The Tribune reported that up 
to 40% of pharmacists in Punjab 
State had qualifications from 
“dubious and unrecognised 
boards located outside the 
state”. 

Dispensary 
Corner

PSA to discontinue PI insurance plan
THe Pharmaceutical Society of 

Australia (PSA) is winding down 
its professional indemnity (PI) 
insurance offering less than two 
years after launching the product 
(PD 04 Mar 2021).

A PSA spokesperson told 
Pharmacy Daily that the 
organisation is in the process 
of contacting all policy holders, 
stressing they will remain insured 
until the end of their current policy. 

“As a membership organisation, 
PSA is 100% owned by our 
members,” the spokesperson said.

“We have a responsibility to 
deliver products and services that 
serve our members and provide the 
best value for money to support 
their practice. 

“We regularly scope the market 
to ensure that we can offer the best 
available product to support our 
members.”

The decision follows a recent 

announcement that the PSA 
and PI insurer, Pharmaceutical 
Defence Limited (PDL) had formed 
a partnership to explore new 
medicines safety initiatives (PD 24 
Nov), including the establishment 
of a Practice Support Liaison Group 
to provide support for pharmacists 
and scope of practice across all 
areas of pharmacy practice. 

The PSA spokesperson dismissed 
reports that PSA PI policy holders 
would be transitioned to PDL’s cover. 

“PSA’s PI insurance program will 
be not rolled into PDL’s insurance 
offering,” the spokesperson said. 

“PSA’s decision to discontinue 
our Member Professional 
Indemnity Insurance product is 
a result of a change in insurance 
market conditions, and advice 
we received from our insurance 
provider BMS that they have been 
unable to place PSA’s PI insurance 
in the coming term.

“All pharmacists currently 
insured through PSA’s Professional 
Indemnity insurance program with 
BMS will remain covered until their 
current policy expires, however 
PSA has decided not to sign up any 
new policies. 

“PSA is in the process of 
contacting all insurance holders to 
advise them of the changes.”

Profession mourns Calanna’s passing
PHarMaCiSTS in North 

Queensland are mourning the 
passing of industry stalwart, 
Mario Calanna, following a 
lengthy battle with cancer. 

Paying tribute, Pharmacy Guild 
of Australia National President, 
Trent Twomey, noted that 
Calanna had been a member of 
the community pharmacy sector 
for more than half a century. 

“I awarded Mario an Honorary 
Life Membership of the 
Pharmacy Guild in 2021,” he said. 

“His name has been 
synonomous with pharmacy 

in North Queensland for 
generations. 

“I know the thoughts and 
prayers of the whole pharmacy 
community are with his family 
during this time.”

Over the course of his career, 
the 72-year-old had built the 
Calanna Pharmacy Group, which 
included pharmacies in Cairns, 
Townsville, Innisfail, Atherton 
and the Gold Coast.

The Calanna stores 
transitioned to the TerryWhite 
Chemmart network earlier this 
year. 

Sigma refinances
PHarMaCeuTiCal 

wholesaler, Sigma Healthcare, 
has announced the extension 
of its $250 million Receivables 
Purchase Agreement with 
Westpac Banking Corporation. 

The amended and extended 
agreement will provide 
increased flexibility with the 
removal of previous covenants.

Sigma’s Chief Financial 
Officer, Nigel Simonsz, said 
the agreement will enable 
the company to pursue its 
“transformation and growth 
strategy”.
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Pharmacies 
praised in 

Canberra at 
Guild dinner 

HealTH Minister, Mark Butler 
and Opposition Leader Peter 
Dutton have praised community 
pharmacies at the Pharmacy 
Guild’s annual dinner inside 
Parliament House on Tuesday 
night. 

Addressing the dinner, Mr 
Butler highlighted the ‘Affordable 
Medicines’ campaign, thanking 
the Guild for taking the lead on 
the issue at a time when many 
Australians are doing it tough.

“Low- and middle-income 
Australians are going to enjoy 
the first time the PBS has 
actually seen the prices of 
medicines reduced,” he told 
guests at the dinner. In his 
speech, Mr Dutton noted the 
campaign drew a bi-partisan 
response from politicians.

“On reducing the payment 
and on gaining affordability 
and accessibility, that was a no 
brainer for both sides of politics,” 
he said.

The Guild also brought the 
concept of community pharmacy 
to Parliament House with 
several stands showcasing the 
services and advice pharmacists 
offer. Guild National President, 
Professor Trent Twomey said it 
was a great way to acknowledge 
the hard work of pharmacists this 
past year.

“It was also an opportunity to 
show federal MPs and Senators 
what we do and what more we 
can do into the future,” Professor 
Twomey said.

Guild 
Update
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WE’RE HIRING 
Journalist | Macquarie Park, NSW
Do you dream of writing long, dreamy stories about travel? If so 
then this job is NOT for you.

Although our publications include Australia’s leading B2B travel 
newsletters and websites, our focus is on keeping our readers 
updated with the latest news in the travel and pharmacy sectors.

We are looking for a keen journalist to join our team to help deliver 
these must-read daily newsletters in the travel and pharmacy 
industries, working within a fun team to produce our suite of 
publications. Business Publishing Group is the leader in B2B 
publishing in travel and pharmacy, with our titles spanning multiple 
digital platforms including Travel Daily, Cruise Weekly, Pharmacy 
Daily, travelBulletin and Travel & Cruise Weekly.

You will need to be able to work in a fast-paced environment 
producing content to meet daily deadlines. Experience in B2B 
publishing would be an advantage. Full training in our production and 
IT systems will be provided, and a generous salary commensurate 
with experience is on offer.

The role is based in Macquarie Park, Sydney with WFH on Fridays.

Qualifications:
•	 Excellent verbal and written communication skills

Send your resume and covering letter to jobs@traveldaily.com.au

Cannabis firm fine for security failures
Queensland-based medicinal 

cannabis licence holder, Tikun 
Oceania Pty Ltd, has been fined 
$13,320, over alleged security and 
record-keeping failures. 

Issuing the infringement 
notice, the Office of Drug Control 
reported that the business had not 
maintained an accurate record of 
the number of cannabis plants in its 
possession. 

“Tikun Oceania also allegedly 
failed to maintain a system of 
security that prevents the illegal 
and unauthorised removal of 
cannabis plants from their site of 
operations,” the Commonwealth 
agency reported. 

“The Office of Drug Control 
is responsible for ensuring the 
effective compliance of licence and 

permit holders in meeting their 
obligations under the Narcotic 
Drugs Act 1967.

“Non-compliance may be 
detected through monitoring 
activities such as site inspections. 

“This infringement notice services 
as a warning to other medicinal 
cannabis licence holders to take 
their compliance seriously.”

The Office of Drug Control 
called on individuals who suspect 
non-compliance in relation to 
medicinal cannabis cultivation or 
manufacture to report potential 
illegal or questionable practices to 
the agency by email. 

JSHealth recall
JSHealTH Vitamins is 

recalling 10 batches of its 
Detox+Debloat tablets over 
missing warning statements. 

The label on the affected 
batches failed to include 
warnings that use in children 
under 12 years is not 
recommended, and that it 
should not be consumed by 
women who are pregnant, 
“likely to become pregnant”  
or breastfeeding. 

CliCk Here for a full list of 
the affected batch numbers. 
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ALWAYS READ THE LABEL AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE.  
IF SYMPTOMS PERSIST CONTACT YOUR HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL. 
THE MEPILEX RANGE OF DRESSINGS SHOULD BE USED UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF A HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL 

1. White R. A Mutinational survey of the assessment of pain when removing dressings. Wounds UK, 2008. Find out more at www.molnlycke.com.au Mölnlycke Health Care Pty Ltd, 
Level 4, 12 Narabang Way, Belrose, NSW 2085. Ph: 1800 005 231 Mölnlycke Health Care AB. Mölnlycke, 12 Narabang Way, Level 4, Belrose, NSW, 2085. Phone 1800 005 231. New 
Zealand Orders & Enquiries 0800 005 231. www.molnlycke.co.nz. The Mölnlycke, Mepilex and Safetac trademarks, names and logos are registered globally to one or more of the 
Mölnlycke Health Care Group of Companies. ©2022 Mölnlycke Health Care. All rights reserved.  AUWC_000339

What is  

Gentle Dressings  
for Fragile Skin
Choose Mepilex® Border 
Flex Lite or Mepilex® 
Border Flex dressings 
with Safetac® Technology 
for less pain and trauma 
during dressing changes.1

SKU Name API SIGMA SYMBION CH2 RRP

Mepilex Border Flex Lite 4x5cm pack of 10 71405 10013562 918326 2543640 $25.95

Mepilex Border Flex Lite 5x12.5cm pack of 5 71406 918202 2543658 $27.95

Mepilex Border Flex Lite 7.5x7.5cm pack of 5 71407 918288 2543666 $25.95

Mepilex Border Flex 7.5x7.5cm pack of 10 61755 918385 2338486 $55.95

Mepilex Border Flex 10x10cm pack of 10 61756 918369 2418152 $79.95

Choose Mepilex Border Flex Lite for minor cuts and grazes.

Mepilex Border Flex Lite and Mepilex Border 
Flex dressings are available in a variety of sizes, 
depending on your wound requirements. 
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Just as passionate about the healthcare of your local community as us?

Thank you, Lili Cosic, for sharing your experience on the journey so far. Corrimal Court’s 
community values, combined with Amcal’s brand heritage and professional services,  
will be unparalleled. 

Congratulations to Lili Cosic and  
the Corrimal Court Amcal team. 

As the first Guardian pharmacy to join Amcal, this marks the beginning  
of a stronger future for our franchise network.

Lili Cosic shares her experience on converting from Guardian  
to an Amcal pharmacy.

Learn more today

“The support from Sigma has been 
seamless from the moment we decided 
to convert to Amcal, with signage ready 
to review, a step-by-step process and 
practical timelines for delivery – it has 
been business-as-usual for my team 
and I without any extra workload as 
the Sigma team have prepared the 
pharmacy for its new look.

“
“I have always believed, and particularly since the pandemic, that there 
is strength in numbers, so I’m very excited to join forces with Amcal to 
build a bigger and better future for my team with even more like-minded 
pharmacies and pharmacists in our network.”

Lili Cosic, Corrimal Court Amcal
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ORDER NOW
BE A PART OF AUSTRALIA’S FASTEST GROWING JELLY BEAN BRAND

BE A PART OF AUSTRALIA’S

FASTEST GROWING JELLY BEAN BRAND

SKU - CARTON BUY* CARTON QTY CH2 PDE RRP PER UNIT

Gluco Beans 1 kg (Assorted) 8 units 2573460 $10.99

Gluco Beans 70 g (Assorted) 24 units 2573478 $1.29

Gluco Beans 150 g (Assorted) 18 units 2573486 $1.99

Gluco Beans 150 g (Raspberry) 18 units 2573451 $1.99

Gluco Beans 150 g (Aniseed) 18 units 2573494 $1.99

     STOP PAYING TOO MUC H !!

If you would like to find out more about Gluco Beans contact your  
Brand Solutions Australia representative or email admin@bsaus.com.au 

*Please Note: Orders are by carton only.

If you want more margin in  
your jelly bean sales, then  
Gluco Beans are for you!

GLUCOSE 
BLASTGLUCOSE 
BLASTMADE WITH

coloursNATURAL

ORDER NOW!


