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with Vitamin C to aid absorption.*
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For use when iron deficiency or iron deficiency anaemia has been diagnosed by your 
doctor and a therapeutic iron supplement is recommended. Always read the label and 
follow the directions for use. If symptoms persist, worsen or change 
unexpectedly, talk to your health professional. *Vitamin C has been 
shown to enhance the absorption of iron when taken together.

Renew online now or call 1300 854 838

Supporting over 31,000 members 
nationally from across the profession, 
including community, hospital, clinical 
and research pharmacists.
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Professional Indemnity cover 
for Australian pharmacists 
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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features three pages of news, 
plus full pages from:
• WholeLife Pharmacy
• Willach
• Glucojel

Butler confirms but offers to reinvest
TODay, Federal Health Minister 

Mark Butler confirmed that the 
60-days’ dispensing measure will 
commence on 01 Sep, with savings 
for general patients up to $180 a 
year, and concession card holders 
up to $43.80 a year per medicine.

Butler said at least six million 
Australians will halve their 
medicine costs and need fewer 
visits to the GP and pharmacist 
to get the medicine they use the 
most, saving patients more than 
$1.6b over the next four years.

“While eligible Australians will be 
able to buy double the medicine on 
a single script, overall demand for 
medicines will remain unchanged. 

“This reform won’t affect 
medicine availability and it won’t 
add to shortages,” Butler asserted.

“This reform delivers important 
cost of living relief to Australians, 
and every dollar saved by the 
Government will be reinvested 
straight back into community 
pharmacies to secure the ongoing 
strength of the sector and ensure 

our trusted pharmacists play an 
even larger role in the healthcare of 
Aussies,” he reassured pharmacists.

 Further, the Govt is investing 
$350m in community pharmacy 
outreach into aged care facilities.

Butler also said the government 
would continue to push back 
against the medical lobby 
groups and support expanding 
pharmacists’ scope of practice.

“Australian pharmacies already 
do much more than just dispense 
medicine and the government is 
supporting our trusted pharmacists 
to play an even bigger role in the 
healthcare of Australians,” he said. 

Once fully implemented, the 
60-day prescribing policy will 

provide doctors with the option to 
prescribe a two-month supply of 
more than 320 medicines on the 
PBS to people with stable, ongoing 
conditions such as heart disease, 
cholesterol, Crohn’s disease and 
hypertension.

The new policy will be staged 
with government departments 
monitoring its progress.

Royal Australian College of 
General Practitioners (RACGP) 
President Dr Nicole Higgins told 
ABC today that pharmacists were 
being “alarmist” about the policy 
though “today’s announcement is 
just the beginning”.

 “The RACGP also supports 
further investigation of the benefits 
to patients in changing the $1 
discount rule.

“We also want an overhaul 
of Australia’s anti-competitive 
pharmacy ownership and location 
laws, which inflate costs for 
patients, and appear focused on 
protecting pharmacy owners,” 
Higgins concluded.

Scope to grow 
WHOLELIFE Pharmacy & 

Healthfoods is offering five 
key differences between it and 
other traditional pharmacy-
only models, all backed by a 
highly-experienced team.

See more on page four.

Explore solutions
Willach is a trusted partner 

in pharmacy having delivered 
over 1,000 dispensary 
solutions to improve 
medication management and 
reduce errors.

See more on page five.   
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Affordable, quality healthcare supporting Australian families
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When it comes to Pain relief
DRAW THE LINE... 

To find out more go  
to www.amh.net.au

AMH AGED  
CARE COMPANION  

IN BOOK OR ONLINE. 
ORDER NOW.

Rail stations’ offer 
The UK’s WH Smith will 

roll out a “one-stop-shop 
format” to eight branches in 
“major” rail locations following 
the success of the format 
introduced in its London 
Euston branch last year, as 
well as in London Gatwick and 
London Heathrow airports, 
C+D has reported.

Well Pharmacy announced in 
Dec 2021 that it had partnered 
with the retailer to offer 
pharmacy products alongside 
news, books and convenience 
products at the London train 
station.

A WH Smith spokesperson 
said that extending the ranges 
it stocks into categories such as 
“pharmacy products”, health 
and beauty, tech and food to-go 
will enable it to “provide time-
pressed customers with all their 
travel essentials under one 
roof with a fast and convenient 
shopping experience”.

The move will also deliver 
“good returns with improved 
margins and attractive 
economics” for its landlords, 
it added.

The spokesperson told C+D 
that the branches will be at 
London main line stations 
such as Victoria, Waterloo and 
Liverpool Street.

Andrew Harrison, WH Smith 
Travel Managing Director, said 
these new stores will offer like 
at the Euston store “the best 
in convenience retail with a 
one-stop shop solution for 
passengers on their journey 
through the station”.

$50m for PASC
The Federal Govt will provide 

a further $50m from the 
Medical Research Future Fund 
(MRFF) for research into post-
acute sequelae of COVID-19 
(PASC) - commonly known as 
Long COVID.

This is in addition to funding 
that has already been provided 
for research related to Long 
COVID, including more than 
$13m from the MRFF, $1.6m 
from the National Health and 
Medical Research Council, 
and $5m from the Australian 
Partnership for Preparedness 
Research on Infectious Disease 
Emergencies.

The Dept of Health 
spokesperson said this new 
funding will help improve 
knowledge of Long COVID in 
the Australian context and 
generate evidence to inform 
policy and clinical guidance, 
improve health outcomes, 
and increase awareness of the 
condition in the community. 

The first grant opportunity is 
expected to open in Aug.

The funding comes as the 
final report from the House 
Standing Committee on 
Health, Aged Care and Sport’s 
Inquiry into Long COVID and 
Repeated COVID Infections 
was tabled in the Australian 
Parliament this week.

 The committee, chaired by 
Dr Mike Freelander, made a 
number of recommendations 
in its final report, which was 
informed by more than 560 
submissions and testimonies 
from a wide range of sources.

Blue to make wishes true 
The entire team of Blooms The 

Chemist will ‘Wear It Blue To Make 
Wishes Come True’ from today, to 
raise funds and awareness for the 
Make-A-Wish Australia kids’ charity 
in the days leading up to World 
Wish Day on 29 Apr. 

As it closes in on $1.7m raised in 
donations, the group will also today 
be a ‘Matched Giving Partner’ 
where it will match every dollar 
raised by Make-A-Wish Australia up 
to a total of $15,000.

In addition, stores will be hosting 
‘Wear It Blue To Make Wishes 
Come True’ morning teas across 
its national network, selling baked 
goods and encouraging customers 
to join in their donation efforts.

CEO Emmanuel Vavoulas said, 
“since our partnership began 
in 2016, we’ve taken every 
opportunity to support the charity 
and encourage not only our 
staff but our partners, suppliers 
and customers to join us in our 
fundraising efforts.

“Our pharmacies offer exceptional 
healthcare services and expert care 
in their local communities, but they 
also connect with our customers 
and collectively come together 

to support important charitable 
causes like this.”

The money raised through 
activities like ‘Matched-Giving’ is 
fundamental to helping grant the 
wishes of the over 900 critically ill 
children currently on their Wish 
Journey, including the wish of six-
year-old Manny (pictured) who was 
diagnosed with Wilms’ tumour. 

 Manny’s wish is to visit a Magical 
Lane where the butterflies and 
fairies live for a big fairy adventure. 

Marie, Manny’s mum, said, “the 
wish lets Manny know that she is so 
special, and for everything that she 
went through, this is what she gets 
at the end,” Marie said.

Dismiss J&J bankruptcy filing urged
Cancer victims this week 

urged a US judge to dismiss a 
Johnson & Johnson subsidiary’s 
second bankruptcy filing, saying 
the company is abusing the 
bankruptcy system in its renewed 
attempt to resolve tens of 
thousands of lawsuits alleging 
that J&J’s baby powder and other 

talc products caused cancer, 
which the company has denied.

Plaintiffs have filed more than 
38,000 lawsuits that have been 
consolidated in federal court in 
New Jersey alleging that J&J talc 
products sometimes contained 
asbestos and caused ovarian 
cancer or mesothelioma. 
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Off-label misuse is leading to deaths
The off-label misuse of a 

prescribed antispasmodic baclofen 
has claimed the lives of more than 
30 patients in the past decade, the 
Victorian Coroner Audrey Jamieson 
reported in AusDoctor today.

Jamieson was investigating the 
death of a 64-year-old this month 
from overdosing when she ordered 
the Coroners Prevention Unit to 
review baclofen overdose data.

AusDoc said the data uncovered 
34 deaths in Victoria from 2012 
to 2021, including 17 deaths of 
patients with a history of alcohol 
use disorder, with the “vast 
majority” of all deaths a result of 
intentional self-harm.

The source of baclofen, when it 
was identifiable, was most often 
scripts to manage alcohol cravings, 
Jamieson said.

“The PI [product information], 

however, contains a warning that 
baclofen taken in combination 
with alcohol increases the risk 
of respiratory depression and 
sedation, and therefore, it 
should be used with caution 
where patients have a history of 
alcoholism.”

The woman was found dead at 
her home in Apr 2020.

Police found glasses of red wine 
with a “cloudy colour/layer” and 
two bowls: one with tablets and 
the other with powder residue.

Toxicological analysis revealed 
baclofen levels of about 5.5mg/L.

Jamieson said the patient had 
received two scripts for 100 tablets 
of baclofen 10mg in Jan 2019 from 
a general physician at a private 
hospital.

The patient filled both scripts at 
once in Aug 2019, suggesting a plan 

to stockpile the drug, but Jamieson 
said there was no way of telling 
whether the tablets in the overdose 
were from the two scripts.

The Coroner said guidelines 
warned baclofen was not a first-line 
treatment for alcohol disorders 
and “should be prescribed with 
caution” yet “may be considered in 
specialist settings”.

She called for the TGA to extend 
baclofen’s indication to include 
alcohol use disorder so doctors had 
guidance on how it should be used.

“In my view, the weight of the 
available evidence indicates that a 
TGA-approved model could reduce 
the risk of a misguided subjective 
assessment by an individual 
clinician of his patient in prescribing 
baclofen,” she said, adding there 
may be other more appropriate and 
effective measures as well.

Nobody likes getting into a 
hot car, and a doctor in India has 
come up with a unique solution 
which he says makes summer 
life much more comfortable.

Dr Sushil Sagar, who is 
apparently a homeopathic 
physician based at Khurai Civil 
Hospital in Madhya Pradesh, 
has posted images of his vehicle 
(pictured) plastered in cow 
dung, explaining his approach 
to local news agency ANI.

“It often happens in summer 
that the sheet on top of the car 
draws heat and increases the 
temperature inside the car,” the 
ingenious inventor noted.

“By applying cow dung 
coating, the inside temperature 
of the car does not rise...the 
heat that is felt while sitting 
inside the car during summer is 
avoided with this,” he said.

The genius idea also means 
vehicle air conditioning works 
better and faster, Sagar added, 
claiming that the cow dung 
coating can last as long as two 
months if it doesn’t rain.

It’s unclear whether cow dung 
could be similarly applied as 
a human sunscreen, but PD 
earnestly hopes he’s doing some 
clinical trials at the moment to 
test out the idea.

Dispensary 
Corner

Suppliers wanting to promote 
products in this feature should email  
newproducts@pharmacydaily.com.au

Optix for fast relief from dry eyes. Now PBS listed. 
Optix lubricating eye drops provide soothing relief against burning, irritation 
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Moisturises, comforts and refreshes dry, tired and strained eyes.

Optix lubricating eye drops contains Polyethylene Glycol 400 0.4% and 
Propylene Glycol 0.3% with the safer preservative Stabilized Oxychloro 
Complex. Available in 15mL pack size.

Optix eye drops (RegTM Petrus) are equivalent to Systane eye drops (RegTM 
Alcon). 

Supplier: Available from Symbion, Sigma & API. 

RRP: $4.04

Website: CLICK HERE for more information.
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MORE CARE, MORE VISITS
WholeLife pharmacists and staff 
put a strong emphasis on customer 
service – addressing the ‘whole 
person’, getting to know their needs 
and offering trusted advice – which 
increases customer loyalty.

For the pharmacy owner considering different brand approaches,  
there are five key differences between WholeLife and  

traditional pharmacy-only models.

or email joinus@wholelife.com.au   |   www.wholelife.com.au/join-us

FOR A CONFIDENTIAL DISCUSSION ABOUT THE WHOLELIFE 
OPPORTUNITY, CONTACT OUR HEAD OF NETWORK DEVELOPMENT, 

Mike Mckenna
0497 407 001

1 2
EXPANDED RANGE, 
FULLER BASKETS
Because WholeLife offers a 
complete range of prescription 
services, alternative and natural 
health products, a wide range of 
affordable health foods and  
local products, customers  
spend more per visit.

3
ONE-STOP  
HEALTH DESTINATION
Customers can be confident they will 
get balanced advice on new natural 
health regimes and preventative 
treatments – backed by knowledge, 
research and a professional 
understanding of contra-indications 
and combinations to avoid.

A SENSE OF COMMUNITY
Stocking local products and 
foodstuffs, providing learning 
events and linking with allied 
health professionals brings people 
together – making your pharmacy  
a community wellness destination. 

4 5
SCOPE FOR GROWTH
As your WholeLife pharmacy 
establishes its reputation, there is 
scope to add new revenue from 
products and services where your 
customers and community expect to 
find them – from wellness books and 
mindfulness hobbies to tasting events 
and advice on sustainable living.

WholeLife supports your business  
with monthly catalogues and loyalty  
programs for your customers. In 
addition, WholeLife is supported 
by a highly experienced support 
team based in Brisbane – including 
business development, finance, 
design, shop fit, implementation, 
leasing, professional services, health 
services, category management, 
buying, marketing & retail systems.

WHAT MAKES WHOLELIFE UNIQUE?
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A solution for every dispensary

We understand your patients always come first. We feel that’s the same 
level of care you deserve. We’re not just a supplier, we’re a trusted partner, 
so we’ll always work hard to ensure your needs are met.

There is a reason why over the past 15 years 

Willach has delivered over 1,000 dispensary 

solutions. We create spaces and systems that 

save time, optimise efficiency, reduce errors and 

improve medicine management, which maximises 

A solution 
for every 

dispensary
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returns and relieves some of the stress  
and pressure on owners and staff.  

No matter the size of your pharmacy, 
contact us for a confidential discussion  
to explore the range of options available. 

find out more
www.willach.com.au

Tel: (03) 9429 8222

info@willach.com.au
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STILL
AUSTRALIA’S
FAVOURITE

JELLY BEAN.

Only available at Australia’s favourite pharmacies.
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