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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features two pages of news, 
plus full pages from:
• Chemsave
• Metagenics

Helps build 
strong bones

Available from API, 
Symbion, Sigma & CH2

Use only as 
directed. Consult 
your healthcare 
professional if 
symptoms persist.

Calcium 
600mg 

120 tablets

3G to close soon
Telstra and Optus will shut 

down their 3G networks at 
the end of Aug, affecting some 
medical devices and personal 
alarms for customers. 

Devices using 3G will no 
longer be able to send texts, 
make calls, or contact triple-
zero in emergencies. 

Manufacturers and suppliers 
of 3G-dependent medical 
devices are urged to notify 
customers about the change, 
particularly those in rural areas 
or with language barriers. 

Some 4G devices that rely on 
3G for emergency calls will also 
be impacted by this change.

Chemsave savings
For a limited time only, 

Chemsave is offering a low 
monthly membership fee to 
pharmacy owners.

There are discounts 
on medicines, and with 
wholesalers - see page three.

ACCC pushes review date
The Australian Competition and 

Consumer Commission (ACCC) has 
pushed back the date it will reveal 
its findings on the proposed merger 
between Sigma Healthcare and 
Chemist Warehouse to 24 Oct (PD 
11 Dec 2023). 

The competition watchdog has 
expressed strong concerns that the 
merger could reduce competition in 
pharmacy retailing.

“This is a significant structural 
change for the pharmacy sector, 
with the largest pharmacy 
chain by revenue merging with 
a key wholesaler to thousands 
of independent pharmacies 
that compete against Chemist 
Warehouse (CW),” said ACCC 
Commissioner Stephen Ridgeway 
last month.

In its Statement of Issues (PD 
13 Jun), the ACCC noted that, 
upon completion of the proposed 
acquisition, Chemist Warehouse 
shareholders would hold 85.75% 
of the ASX-listed merged entity, 
while Sigma shareholders would 

hold 14.25%.
Australia has over 6,000 

pharmacies, with the ACCC 
estimating that the five largest 
banner groups account for about 
40-45% of stores. 

Small-to-medium pharmacies, 
including Chempro Chemist, 
Blooms The Chemist, Direct 
Chemist Outlet, Pharmacy 777, 
and Ramsay Pharmacy, represent 
around 15-20% of stores, with the 
remaining 40% being independents.

Chemist Warehouse, with 
approximately 550 pharmacies, 
accounts for 9% of retail pharmacy 
stores and has the second-largest 
number of bannered pharmacies in 
Australia, behind only EBOS.

The ACCC suggests that assessing 
market share by revenue, rather 
than store count, may provide a 
more accurate picture, particularly 
when including online sales. JG

Always read the label and follow the directions for use.
1. Prospan is clinically proven to relieve a chesty cough in 7 days vs 14 days untreated. Schaefer A, et al., Pharmazie 
2016;71(9):504-509. *Lang C, et al., Planta Med 2015;81:968-974. Supported by Engelhard Arzneimittel GmbH & Co. KG.
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Vaccination survey 
The National Centre for 

Immunisation Research and 
Surveillance and the University 
of Canberra are investigating 
the drivers of, and barriers 
to, pharmacist-administered 
vaccination services around 
the country. 

As part of the research, 
pharmacists are asked to 
participate in a survey that has 
the goal of informing future 
policy that will affect pharmacy 
vaccination in Australia. 

Privacy and confidentiality 
will be assured at all times for 
responses, said the study team.

To complete the short survey, 
CLICK HERE.
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JUST GOT A WHOLE LOT EASIER 
ORDERING

Driving High B2C Profits for Your Retail Store

Easy & Convenient Order Process

Hundreds of Products with Reputable Brands

REGISTER FOR AN ACCOUNT TODAY!
POWERHOUSERETAILBRANDS.COM.AU

Updated 
Standard for  
pharmacies

THE Pharmacy Guild of 
Australia has been busy over 
the last two years facilitating 
a collaborative process to 
update the AS 85000:2024 
Australian Community 
Pharmacy Standard. 

It was developed in 
consultation with 20 
stakeholder organisations on 
the Standards Development 
Committee and Standards 
Reference Group.  

Simon Blacker, Chair of the 
Guild’s Clinical Governance 
Committee, highlighted the 
collaborative effort, saying, 
“the new Standard was 
designed by the profession, 
for the profession, ensuring it 
is fit for purpose now and into 
the future”.

“Standards are the 
foundation of quality 
accreditation and play a 
fundamental role in clinical 
governance and lead to 
improved clinical outcomes, 
delivered more consistently, 
for all Australians,” said Blacker.

The updated Standard 
aligns with the National 
Safety and Quality Primary 
and Community Healthcare 
Standards, introduced by the 
Australian Commission on 
Safety and Quality in Health 
Care in 2021,ensuring that 
community pharmacies 
adhere to best practices and 
deliver safe, high-quality care.

Guild 
Update

Expand your scope
Metagenics six-module 

accredited learning course 
is available for integrative 
pharmacists to expand their 
scope of practice.

Learn how you can gain up 
to 17 CPD points, and open a 
product account on page four.

New PBS listings for cancer patients
Adults with hereditary 

transthyretin-mediated 
amyloidosis and certain cancers 
will now have access to more 
affordable drugs under the PBS. 

Several new treatments have 
been listed, including Koselugo 
(selumetinib) for children with 
neurofibromatosis type 1 (NF1), 
a rare genetic disorder affecting 
around 1 in 3,000 Australians. 

The listing will benefit about 
170 children annually, reducing 
treatment cost from $146,000 to 
the PBS price.

Onpattro (patisiran), now listed 
to treat hereditary transthyretin-
mediated amyloidosis, will benefit 
around 55 patients each year. 

Without the PBS support, 
treatment would cost around 
$647,500 annually. 

Tecentriq SC (atezolizumab) has 
also been introduced in a new 
subcutaneous form for lung and 
liver cancer patients, allowing 
over 2,700 Australians to receive 
a quick injection instead of a 
lengthy intravenous infusion. 

Without a PBS listing, the drug 
would cost $120,000 per year.

Vitrakvi (larotrectinib) has 
been expanded to treat adults 
with specific gene fusion-related 
cancers, aiding around 10 
patients per year, who otherwise 
would have had to pay $300,000 
per course of treatment.

Cut the red tape for scope
As THE state faces a shortage 

of GPs, the Pharmacy Guild of 
Australia is calling on the New 
South Wales Government to further 
extend pharmacists’ ability to offer 
primary healthcare.

The call from the peak pharmacy 
body comes after the state’s 
Minister for Health, Ryan Park, told 
media last week that NSW would 
face a shortfall of 1,000 GPs by 
2028 (PD 08 Aug). 

Speaking to Pharmacy Daily, 
the Guild’s NSW branch President 
David Heffernan said, “we heard 
for years now that waiting times for 
appointments are getting longer 
and hospital wait times aren’t 
acceptable”. 

“The GP shortage in the future, 
just adds more load on the system. 

“We are saying that simple 
measures, not just for pharmacists, 
but for all other health professions, 
will enable us to practice to the full 
scope that we are trained to do.”

He commented, “it all has to 
do with the legislation, where 
government should look at the 

proposals, determine the safety 
aspect, change legislation on the 
regulations, and then get out of the 
way, and let us pursue our work”.

The Guild is urging the NSW govt 
to authorise pharmacists to treat 
more health conditions, as seen in 
North Queensland. 

“This would enable trained 
pharmacists to manage acute issues 
like nausea and chronic conditions 
like asthma and cardiovascular 
risk,” Heffernan explained.

Research suggests these changes 
could save the NSW economy 
$1.7bn and free up over 1.7m GP 
consultations per year. JG

IF THE International Olympic 
Committee is considering new 
sports in the future, they should  
pay a visit to Jenny Milner-
Marsha Watson Pharmacy in 
rural Victoria.

In the spirit of the recent 
Games in Paris, the team hosted 
its own mini-Olympic Games, 
in its spare time, to conduct a 
series of fun events every few 
days and dressed up in sporting 
gear (pictured).

Cheered on by customers, the 
team held events in makeshift 
spaces in-store, including mini-
golf and cricket.

Other events included plastic 
cup stacking, with participants 
required to build a pyramid and 
then neatly re-stack the cups.

Occasionally, events took 
place in the carpark, including a 
three-legged race and throwing 
plastic balls into buckets.

Undoubtedly the most 
creative “sport” involved a race 
to thread a slinky through the 
hole in the middle of a CD, with 
teams of two only allowed to 
use one hand to spin the disc 
along the stretched out slinky.

“We’ve done a lot of 
breakdancing in store over the 
last couple of days too,” the 
pharmacy’s Retail Manager, 
Paula Hales, told PD.

Dispensary 
Corner
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Do The Math(s)!

ASK US ABOUT 
OUR LIMITED-TIME 

SPECIAL OFFER.

YOU DON’T WANT TO 
MISS OUT ON THIS!

Low Chemsave Monthly Membership Fee

SUBTOTAL =  Save $ 1,695 per month

GRAND TOTAL =  BIG SAVINGS!

( $ 20,340 per year )

Catalogue pre-order rebates
Dispense Assist subscription
Pointrs subscription
Bonus stock

Top discounts on 7000+ OTC products
Top discounts on 1000+ Rx products
Top discounts at wholesalers
Free point-of-sale support
Free merchandising
Free pricing servicing
Free digital marketing
Free Nostradata

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

$ 340
$ 795
$ 10
$ 550

VIC, SA, WA, TAS & NT NSW, QLD & ACT
Michael Story   
0425 820 160 
michaelstory@chemsave.com.au

Simon Metcalfe  
0499 208 182 
simonmetcalfe@chemsave.com.au

YOUR

SAVINGS
CHEMIST

BIG
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Completion of the 6 module course will provide you with the following:
 

• Up to 17 CPD points towards your continued professional development requirements

• Certificate of completion for each module

• Ability to open an account and offer Metagenics products within your pharmacy clinic setting for consumer purchase

Course Modules: Empowering Pharmacists for Enhanced Patient Care

The Integrative 
Pharmacist: 

Women’s Health
Adjunctive Therapy Options for Women’s Common Health Concerns

3
CPD Points

Pain and Inflammation
Adjunctive treatment options for pain and inflammation control

3
CPD Points

Immune Health
Strengthen your patient’s defences for better immune resilience

3
CPD Points

Cardio Metabolic Health
Bridge the gap: enhance cardio-metabolic health

3
CPD Points

Skin Health
Evidence-based adjunctive therapies for skin conditions

2
CPD Points

Digestive Health
Strategies to support digestive health complaints

3
CPD Points

ENROL NOW

For more information on setting up a pharmacy clinic account with Metagenics contact us on 1800 777 648
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Expanding your Scope of Practice 
with Metagenics Accredited Learning
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