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artley’s Gripe Water
helps reduce colic and 
wind in infants.

Australian made.  Pharmacy only.  Always read the label and follow the directions for use.

Mag-Sup®

High absorption 
magnesium.

Available in 
50’s, 100’s and 250’s.

Available from Symbion, Sigma, API & CH2.  Pharmacy only.

Always read the label and follow the directions for use.
50’s PBS and RPBS listed.

FIP AMR initiative
The International 

Pharmaceutical Federation 
(FIP) has released six regional 
roadmaps aimed at combating 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR), 
outlining key actions for 
pharmacists from 2024 to 2028.

Developed in collaboration 
with FIP’s regional 
pharmaceutical forums 
and European member 
organisations, the roadmaps 
define priorities for each World 
Health Organization region.

In Africa, the roadmap 
identifies eight priority actions, 
including promoting point-
of-care diagnostic tools to 
differentiate bacterial from 
viral infections and guide 
appropriate antimicrobial use. 

For the Americas, six key 
actions are outlined, such 
as educating healthcare 
providers about AMR and 
encouraging interprofessional 
collaboration in antimicrobial 
stewardship programs.

Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features three pages of news, 
plus full pages from:
• Chemsave
• Glucojel

Consider savings
whether it’s catalogue 

pre-order rebates, dispensary 
assistance subscriptions or 
bonus stock, aligning with 
Chemsave delivers bottom-line 
benefits - learn more about a 
special offer on page four.

$10k giveaway 
Pharmacy customers 

have a chance to win $10,000 
when they purchase Glucojel 
jellybeans, so make sure your 
shelves are fully stocked.

Check out page five for more 
information, as well as learn 
how the jellybeans can help 
increase your profit.

New Doctor of Pharmacy title
The Federal Health Minister, 

Mark Butler, announced the 
establishment of a new Masters of 
Pharmacy (Extended) qualification 
at last night’s Pharmacy Guild of 
Australia Annual Parliamentary 
Dinner in Canberra.

The change means graduates of 
the new Level 9 Extended Masters 
of Pharmacy degree will earn the 
title of Doctor of Pharmacy. 

It elevates the profession in line 
with the recognition bestowed on 
other health professionals such 
as physiotherapists, podiatrists, 
optometrists and dentists.

“This recognition significantly 
enhances the professional 
credibility of pharmacists and 
reinforces their critical role in 
community health within Australia 
and globally,” Pharmacy Guild 
National President Professor Trent 
Twomey said. 

“It provides recognition for the 
extended scope of clinical practice 
being undertaken by pharmacists 
and will be better for pharmacists, 

patients and primary healthcare. 
The five-year program will include 

advanced training in areas like 
prescribing and chronic disease 
management, and graduates will be 
able to participate in the full scope 
of practice upon their registration. 

“The Albanese government 
is delivering on a commitment 
to pharmacists who can now 
join other health professionals 
recognised with the title ‘Doctor’ 
when they finish an Extended 
Masters,” Minister Butler said. 

“Opportunities to extend 
the education and scope of a 
pharmacist’s work will help attract 
and retain pharmacists in our 
workforce which means more 
pharmacists, happier pharmacists.

“Working in more places, 
providing more services and 
cheaper medicines to more 
Australians,” he added.

“This can only be a good thing.”
The Extended Masters degree was 

first mooted in September (PD 11 
Sep). KB
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Ask your pharmacist about this product. Always read the label and follow the directions for use. 
If symptoms persist talk to your health professional. Novella-1 contains levonorgestrel 1.5mg per 
tablet. For emergency contraception within 72 hours of unprotected intercourse. Do not take this 
medicine: • if you are allergic to levonorgestrel • if you are already pregnant • if you previously 
had unprotected intercourse more than 72 hours earlier in the same menstrual cycle, as you may 
already be pregnant • if you have unexplained vaginal bleeding • if you have breast cancer. Tell 
your pharmacist or doctor before use if you: • are taking other medications • have any medical 
conditions. Read the pack insert before use. Contains lactose as monohydrate. Also contains 
pregelatinized starch, maize starch, povidone, magnesium stearate, and colloidal anhydrous 
silica. N260924aS31.0

CONTACT NOVA on 
1300 904 541 TODAY NOVELLA -1

“YOUR CHOICE” FOR 
  EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION

14.11.24
mast head
97.5mm W x 38mm H

Connecting pharma, 
pharmacy, GPs and 
patients to empower the 
pharmacy of the future

Reduces asthma
Metformin, a common 

diabetes medication, is 
associated with a 30% reduction 
in asthma attacks, according 
to a JAMA Internal Medicine 
study of 12,702 patients with 
asthma and diabetes. 

The research, which 
analysed data from the UK 
Clinical Practice Research 
Datalink, also found that 
adding glucagon-like peptide-1 
receptor agonists (GLP-1RA) 
reduced the risk of asthma 
attacks by an additional 40%.

The study used two 
approaches: a self-controlled 
case series and a population-
based cohort analysis. 

Both confirmed similar 
results, with metformin and 
GLP-1RA showing significant 
protective effects regardless of 
glycaemic control, weight or 
asthma phenotype. 

Negative control analyses 
ruled out significant bias, 
strengthening the findings.

The primary outcome 
was asthma exacerbations 
requiring oral steroids, hospital 
visits, or related deaths. 

Researchers highlighted that 
the benefits of metformin 
and GLP-1RA likely extend 
beyond blood sugar control or 
weight loss, suggesting these 
medications may directly 
affect airway inflammation and 
asthma mechanisms.

This study underscores 
the potential of diabetes 
treatments in managing 
asthma for patients with 
overlapping conditions.

Proposed mandate 
to keep cash going

The Federal Government is 
moving to ensure Australians 
can continue to use cash for 
essential items, including 
groceries, fuel and medicines.

Under the proposed 
mandate, pharmacies are 
among the businesses that 
must accept cash when selling 
essential goods, as are petrol 
stations and supermarkets.

Up to 94% of businesses are 
currently continuing to accept 
cash, while around 1.5 million 
Australians use currency for 
more than 80% of their in-
person purchases.

Cash provides an important 
back up in emergency 
situations, such as natural 
disasters, and is used by many 
older Australians and people 
who live in regional areas.

A joint statement from 
Treasurer Jim Chalmers 
and Assistant Treasurer 
Stephen Jones announced 
that Treasury will commence 
consultation before the end of 
2024 to determine the types 
of businesses to be covered by 
the mandate.

“People are increasingly 
using digital payment 
methods, but there is an 
ongoing place for cash in our 
society…[a mandate] means 
those who rely on cash will 
not be left behind,” they said.

Also on the table is a phase-
out of cheques commencing 
in 2028, with them no longer 
being accepted from late 2029, 
stated the Treasury.

$1b biosimilar savings

Economic modelling suggests 
that more than $1 billion in savings 
could be released by the arrival of 
biosimilar medicines over the next 
five years, potentially benefitting 
the one in five Australians with 
lifelong chronic disease. 

The Generic and Biosimilar 
Medicines Association (GBMA), 
the peak body for more affordable 
medicines, outlined the financial 
windfall that lies in the pending 
pipeline of biosimilars into the 
Australian market. 

The Independent Chair of the 
GBMA, Prof Jane Halton, says 
economic modelling shows that 
each biosimilar molecule to be 
listed on the PBS could return up to 
$100 million to the health budget. 

However, the organisation has 
called out the need for effective 
policy and uptake drivers in place 
to realise these savings, or Australia 
risks missing the opportunity. 

“This pending wave of biosimilars 
will deliver unprecedented levels of 
new savings that can, and should, 
be channelled to help ease the 

health and hip-pocket burden 
on Australia’s most vulnerable 
patients,” Halton said. 

“Further, GBMA continues 
to advocate for policies, that if 
adopted, will provide Australians 
with earlier and more affordable 
access to the vital therapies and 
health services they desperately 
need,” she added. 

The Chief Executive Officer of 
the GBMA, Marnie Peterson, 
highlighted the role of biosimilars 
in reducing the costs of long-term 
treatment of chronic conditions 
that are treated with high-cost 
biologic medicines such as cancers, 
rheumatoid arthritis, Crohn’s 
disease and multiple sclerosis. 

“Even with the anticipated arrival 
of so many biosimilars over the 
next five years, we still need to 
implement policies that will amplify 
their uptake among patients and 
their specialists,” Peterson said. 

“A strong biosimilar market in 
Australia will, in turn, help ensure 
that Australians continue to access 
world-class healthcare.” KB 
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The future of lazy walking 
is here, with the Technical 
University of Munich (TUM) 
unveiling a game-changer 
for anyone who ever wished 
walking required less effort: 
robotic trousers called WalkON. 

Think of them as the electric 
bike of walking, but way more 
stylish, stated the researchers.

“These trousers make people 
want to move more and 
would help the less mobile 
and elderly,” said TUM Prof 
Lorenzo Masia. 

“You can walk slowly, or even 
jog, without looking like you’re 
in an 80s workout video.”

The trousers don’t just boost 
your swagger; they reduce the 
energy needed to walk by up 
to 18%. 

For older users, walking 400 
metres in the trousers feels 
like losing several kilos without 
having to give up dessert.

Powered by thin artificial 
tendons that lift your legs as 
you walk, the trousers adapt to 
your pace. 

Whether you’re an elderly 
stroller or a teenager late for 
class, these smart pants know 
how much support to give. 

They are plug-and-play and  
scored high on user satisfaction, 
with participants feeling in control. 

“Safety is key,” Masia said. 
“We don’t want grandma 

moonwalking unintentionally.”
The goal is to keep older 

adults mobile, independent and 
maybe even out dancing with 
the younger crowd. 

Who knew the future of fitness 
would be wearing a pair of sassy 
robotic shorts?

Dispensary 
Corner product spotlight

Bion Tears® Lubricant Eye Drops discontinued from the PBS

Bion Tears® is no longer available via PBS subsidy (Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme) in Australia.

To help make the transition easier for those patients and 
practitioners currently using or prescribing Bion Tears®, practitioners 
could recommend the PBS-listed lubricant Systane® UD Lubricant 
Eye Drops. This has the benefit of being available in a similar 
delivery format, preservative-free unit dose vials, and addresses the 
mucoaqueous layer of the tear film with HP Guar technology.

Stocklist: For details on orders, please contact Alcon Customer 
Service on 1800 224 153.  

RRP: $17.45 

Website: www.myalcon.com/au/professional/ocular-health/dry-eye/systane/ud/ 

Suppliers wanting to promote 
products in this feature should email  
newproducts@pharmacydaily.com.au

Australia’s longest lasting DEET-free insect repellent

Fend® offers 14 hours clinically-proven protection against mosquitoes in a 
DEET-free, hypoallergenic lotion. Suitable for everyone including babies from 
two months, it goes on like a moisturiser with virtually no smell. 

Fend® uses a gentle amino acid derivative that works by confusing insects’ 
sensory receptors, disrupting their ability to find and bite their host. 

Available in lotion 50ml, 120ml and roll-on 50ml from RRP 19.95. 

Available via Symbion, API and CH2.  

For exclusive opening deals, email hello@balmoralhealthco.com.au 

For more information click HERE
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Do The Math(s)!

ASK US ABOUT 
OUR LIMITED-TIME 

SPECIAL OFFER.

YOU DON’T WANT TO 
MISS OUT ON THIS!

Low Chemsave Monthly Membership Fee

SUBTOTAL =  Save $ 1,695 per month

GRAND TOTAL =  BIG SAVINGS!

( $ 20,340 per year )

Catalogue pre-order rebates
Dispense Assist subscription
Pointrs subscription
Bonus stock

Top discounts on 7000+ OTC products
Top discounts on 1000+ Rx products
Top discounts at wholesalers
Free point-of-sale support
Free merchandising
Free pricing servicing
Free digital marketing
Free Nostradata

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

$ 340
$ 795
$ 10
$ 550

VIC, SA, WA, TAS & NT NSW, QLD & ACT
Michael Story   
0425 820 160 
michaelstory@chemsave.com.au

Simon Metcalfe  
0499 208 182 
simonmetcalfe@chemsave.com.au

YOUR

SAVINGS
CHEMIST

BIG
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WIN
$10K*

*Terms and conditions apply

We’re giving your customers a chance to 
WIN $10K* when they purchase Glucojel. 
Make sure your shelves are fully stocked! 

OUR PROFIT IS YOUR PROFIT.
Go to goldx.com.au/glucojel for more information.

https://bpgclick.com/pd/2?Yz0xMDImdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVBEMjAxMTI0JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9ndWlsZG5lLndzLzNZMDNLcEQ=

