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Today’s issue of PD
Pharmacy Daily today 

features two pages of news, 
plus full pages from:
• Chemsave
• Novapharm

Don’t miss out 
Chemsave is highlighting 

the significant savings available 
with its limited-time offer for 
pharmacy owners.  

Learn more about the low 
monthly membership fee on 
page three.

Don’t suffer
the pain of
toothache.
Available from Symbion, 
Sigma, API & CH2

For the temporary relief of pain from toothache.

Always read the label and follow the directions for use.

Prac payments campaign
In A push to ensure equitable 

access to financial support, the 
National Australian Pharmacy 
Students’ Association (NAPSA) is 
spearheading a new campaign to 
expand the government’s proposed 
student placement payment 
program beyond nursing and 
medical degrees.

NAPSA President Sebastian 
Harper told Pharmacy Daily he 
spoke to the Senate committee 
examining the Universities Accord 
(Student Support and Other 
Measures) Bill 2024, advocating 
for the inclusion of a range of 
allied health degrees, including 
physiotherapy, occupational 
therapy, and speech pathology. 

“We’re really proud to be 
championing the cause of other 
allied health groups,” said Harper. 

“There’s no other national health 
student body like NAPSA for all 
these other degrees, so we’re 
stepping up to make sure their 
voices are heard.” 

NAPSA’s campaign aims to secure 
the inclusion of all health degrees 
before Jul next year, when the 
proposed bill comes into effect. 

The Senate committee’s report 
acknowledged the need for broader 
inclusion, specifically mentioning 
the Pharmaceutical Society of 
Australia’s submission.

However, the government’s 
current plan is to initially limit the 
payments to nursing, social work, 
and midwifery students, with a 
potential review after 12 months. 

Harper expressed concerns about 
the government’s timeline, noting 
that a year would not provide 
sufficient data to evaluate the 

program’s effectiveness. 
“It’s just not going to show much 

as you need five years or so to 
see how the program has affected 
students and degrees,” he said. 

An interesting insight from Harper 
is the potential long-term impact 
of NAPSA’s involvement in the 
legislative process which has led 
the student body into “conducting 
proper advocacy”. 

Harper highlighted the similarities 
in placement requirements and 
that there are a high proportion 
of women in pharmacy and allied 
fields as key reasons for inclusion. 

These are the same reasons 
that the government stated when 
introducing prac payments for 
nurses, midwives, and social 
workers earlier this year. 

“Most of them have similar 
requirements, and are doing 
hundreds or even thousands of 
hours of unpaid placement.”

“So, a lot of these other degrees 
also hit that criteria,” he explained. 

With growing momentum 
and support from allied health 
groups, NAPSA remains cautiously 
optimistic about its success. 

Harper noted that the 
government has not yet shown a 
willingness to expand the program, 
but he believes that persistent 
advocacy can lead to positive 
change, as it has in the past. 

“It might be an uphill battle, but 
it’s always an uphill battle to get 
change in Australia. 

“It does happen, and it’s 
happened before. 

“Good campaigns and advocacy 
from groups like NAPSA can actually 
get change,” he concluded. JG

Assistants Day
Today, the Pharmaceutical 

Society of Australia (PSA) 
is celebrating Pharmacy 
Technicians and Assistants 
Day, recognising dedicated 
pharmacy support staff around 
the country. 

PSA National President, 
Associate Professor Fei Sim 
emphasised the vital role 
played by pharmacy assistants 
and technicians.

“The clinical support that 
technicians and assistants 
provide allows pharmacists 
to extend their focus to 
undertaking clinical roles and 
practising to their full and top 
of scope,” Sim said.

“Their contribution to the 
overall team capacity and 
efficiency is invaluable.”

Sim also encouraged all 
pharmacists to take the time 
today to acknowledge the 
dedication and hard work of 
their technicians and assistants.

Novella-1 is here
Nova Pharmaceuticals’ new 

emergency contraception, 
Novella-1, is available now. 

Find out more by visiting the 
back page of Pharmacy Daily.
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Criminals have come up 
with a myriad of ways to try to 
hide drugs, but one drug dealer 
in Portland, Oregon, took the 
“hidden in plain sight” approach. 

After stopping a driver and 
passenger inside an allegedly 
stolen vehicle, police discovered 
a stash of drugs alongside cash 
and a loaded firearm in a bag 
ironically labelled ‘definitely not 
a bag full of drugs’. 

Despite the claim on the vanity 
case, more than 10g of fentanyl 
and meth was reportedly found 
inside, leading to the arrest of a 
man and a woman. 

The pair now face charges of 
drug possession and possession 
of a stolen vehicle.

The Portland Police Bureau 
East Precinct shared an image 
of the confiscated haul on X 
(formerly Twitter). 

Dispensary 
Corner

Save and register 
now for APP2025 

conference
Don’t miss your chance 

to secure the best deal 
on full registration for the 
2025 Australian Pharmacy 
Professional Conference and 
Trade Exhibition (APP2025).

With early registration 
numbers spiking, time is 
running out to be among 
the first 200 delegates to 
save even more on the full 
conference registration.

By booking early, you can save 
up to $120 on your registration. 

Plus, the first 200 registrants 
can enjoy an extra 10% off the 
earlybird price by entering the 
code FIRST200 at checkout. 

This is your final opportunity 
to take advantage of these 
incredible savings.

APP2025, taking place on the 
Gold Coast from 20-22 Mar 
2025, is set to be a highlight. 

The pharmacy conference 
features a comprehensive 
three-day education 
program, pre-conference 
workshops, 450+ trade stands, 
and social events. 

The conference 
theme, ‘Unlocking Your 
Opportunities’, promises to 
inspire delegates to make the 
most of the new landscape 
in pharmacy following the 
significant changes of 2024. 

Register today to unlock 
your opportunities at APP2025 
- visit the conference website 
appconference.com.

Guild 
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AMH Online
Independent, evidence-based 
and concise drug information for 
informed decision-making.

Be up to date with the

Spontan’s study success 
LTR Pharma Limited has 

announced the successful 
completion of its pivotal clinical 
study for Spontan, an intranasal 
formulation of vardenafil for 
erectile dysfunction (ED). 

The study demonstrated 
Spontan’s rapid onset of action and 
enhanced bioavailability compared 
to traditional oral ED medications, 
positioning it as a potential 
disruptor in the global ED market.

Key findings include a 470% faster 
absorption rate, with Spontan 
reaching peak plasma concentration 
in 12 minutes, compared to 56 
minutes for oral tablets. 

Despite using half the dose, 
Spontan showed 111.8% dose-
normalised bioavailability and a 
155.6% higher peak concentration, 
suggesting comparable efficacy 
with a lower dose. 

The formulation was well-
tolerated, with no serious adverse 
events reported.

Chief Medical Officer Prof 
Geoffrey Strange noted the 
potential of Spontan to address 
unmet needs in ED treatment, 
highlighting its speed of absorption 
and favourable safety profile. 

“These results offer patients a 
more spontaneous and convenient 
therapeutic option,” he said.

The study, involving 18 healthy 
adult males, compared Spontan 
to oral tablets over 24 hours, 
confirming its faster onset and 
comparable bioavailability.

Chairman Lee Rodne added, 
“these results position LTR Pharma 
to advance commercialisation 
efforts, regulatory discussions, and 
strategic partnerships, reinforcing 
our commitment to delivering 
innovative solutions for patients”. JG

Seizure safety highlighted this month
For Seizure Safety Month this 

Oct, Epilepsy WA is urging people 
to take seizure risk reduction 
seriously, highlighting the 300+ 
Australians who die each year 
from epilepsy-related causes. 

More than half of those deaths 
are due to Sudden Unexpected 
Death in Epilepsy (SUDEP), where 
a person living with epilepsy dies 
without warning and the post-
mortem fails to establish another 
cause of death.

The community can take action 
by learning seizure first aid, while 

people with epilepsy should 
take medications as prescribed, 
avoid known seizure triggers, and 
ensure they get adequate sleep.

“One in 25 people will be 
diagnosed with epilepsy, and the 
number who lose their lives to 
this chronic condition is totally 
unacceptable,” said Epilepsy WA 
CEO, Emma Buitendag.

Additionally, for SUDEP Action 
Day tomorrow, Perth Railway 
station will shine purple in 
honour of those who have lost 
their lives to the condition. 

CW QR payments
Chemist Warehouse has 

introduced the option to pay 
by QR code, in a bid to cut 
transaction fees charged by 
Visa and Mastercard.

Thanks to the pharmacy retail 
chain’s new partnership with 
fintech firm Waave, shoppers 
can pay directly from their 
banks at checkout by scanning 
a code and entering their 
account details.
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Do The Math(s)!

ASK US ABOUT 
OUR LIMITED-TIME 

SPECIAL OFFER.

YOU DON’T WANT TO 
MISS OUT ON THIS!

Low Chemsave Monthly Membership Fee

SUBTOTAL =  Save $ 1,695 per month

GRAND TOTAL =  BIG SAVINGS!

( $ 20,340 per year )

Catalogue pre-order rebates
Dispense Assist subscription
Pointrs subscription
Bonus stock

Top discounts on 7000+ OTC products
Top discounts on 1000+ Rx products
Top discounts at wholesalers
Free point-of-sale support
Free merchandising
Free pricing servicing
Free digital marketing
Free Nostradata

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

$ 340
$ 795
$ 10
$ 550

VIC, SA, WA, TAS & NT NSW, QLD & ACT
Michael Story   
0425 820 160 
michaelstory@chemsave.com.au

Simon Metcalfe  
0499 208 182 
simonmetcalfe@chemsave.com.au

YOUR

SAVINGS
CHEMIST

BIG
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Ask your pharmacist about this product. Always read the label and follow the directions for use. If symptoms persist 
talk to your health professional. Novella-1 contains levonorgestrel 1.5mg per tablet. For emergency contraception 
within 72 hours of unprotected intercourse. Do not take this medicine: • if you are allergic to levonorgestrel • if 
you are already pregnant • if you previously had unprotected intercourse more than 72 hours earlier in the same 
menstrual cycle, as you may already be pregnant • if you have unexplained vaginal bleeding • if you have breast 
cancer. Tell your pharmacist or doctor before use if you: • are taking other medications • have any medical 
conditions. Read the pack insert before use. Contains lactose as monohydrate. Also contains pregelatinized starch, 
maize starch, povidone, magnesium stearate, and colloidal anhydrous silica. N260924aS31.0

CONTACT NOVA on 
1300 904 541 TODAY 

NOVELLA -1 AVAILABLE NOW

“YOUR CHOICE” FOR EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION
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