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Helps build 
strong bones

Available from API, 
Symbion, Sigma & CH2

Use only as 
directed. Consult 
your healthcare 
professional if 
symptoms persist.

Calcium 
600mg 

120 tablets

FIP seeks robust regulations 
The International Pharmaceutical 

Federation (FIP) has called for 
pharmacies to be defined as 
healthcare facilities and for 
pharmacists to be recognised as 
healthcare providers, in order to 
achieve a fully profession-centred, 
service-oriented practice model.

In a holding statement released 
yesterday, FIP emphasised the 
need for supportive legislative and 
regulatory frameworks to enable 
these changes.

FIP highlighted the importance 
of community pharmacies in 
providing integrated primary 
healthcare, which can ease the 
burden on general practitioners and 
emergency departments.

“Legislation defining how 
community pharmacies operate, 
including workforce, supervision, 
and services, is essential to 
meet healthcare needs,” said 
Brett Simmonds, chair of the FIP 
Regulators Advisory Group.

“It is vital to emphasise the 
need for rigorous enforcement of 
these regulations to ensure high 
standards of practice and effective 
collaboration among pharmacists,” 
added Simmonds.

Sherif Guorgui, President of 
FIP’s Community Pharmacy 

Section, noted that the pharmacy 
practice is evolving to include 
primary healthcare services such 
as prevention, screening and 
management of chronic diseases, 
and vaccination.

 “There is robust evidence that 
these services add significant value 
to health systems and society,” 
Guorgui asserted.

The FIP also stressed the need 
for funding mechanisms to make 
pharmacy services equitable and 
sustainable, urging governments to 
focus on developing a supportive 
environment for pharmacies. 

The holding statement serves 
as an initial position on pending 
issues, with further statements 
expected from FIP as more 
evidence becomes available.

To learn more, CLICK heRe. JG

Raven’s podcast
The latest episode of Raven’s 

Recruitment’s Your Pharmacy 
Career podcast features 
Max Mito, co-founder of 
StrongRoom AI, and Montana 
Grenfell, Chief of Staff and 
seasoned pharmacist. 

Hosted by pharmacist Krysti-
Lee Patterson, the episode 
dives into the future of 
pharmacy and technology.

Mito shares his journey 
from launching his business 
to revolutionising medication 
management with technology. 

With over a decade in 
community pharmacy, Grenfell 
discusses her career shift to 
drive operational excellence 
at StrongRoom AI, highlighting 
the importance of combining 
clinical experience with 
technology innovation.

The episode covers the 
expanding role of technology 
in pharmacy, including AI-
driven solutions, challenges in 
healthcare, such as fragmented 
systems, and non-traditional 
roles for pharmacists.

To learn more, CLICK heRe.

Specialised programs for veteran care
PhaRmaCIsTs often serve 

as the first point of contact for 
veterans, providing essential 
services and support. 

To enhance healthcare access 
for Australia’s 580,000-strong 
veteran community, healthcare 
provider, Provocatus, will 
showcase its latest initiatives 
at the Pharmacy Connect 2024 
trade exhibition.

“We are passionate about 
assisting veterans to access 
supported healthcare in their 
local community and believe 
pharmacies play an important 
role in this,” said Provocatus CEO 
Kasey Mumford (pictured).

The company has developed 
a program offering specialised 
resources and training to help 
pharmacists navigate the unique 
challenges of veteran healthcare.

Central to their presentation 
is the Veteran Access Scheme, 
which facilitates access to critical 
treatments through collaboration 
between veterans, GPs and 
community pharmacists. 

The scheme is supported by 
four essential pillars: medication, 
appliances, clinical wellness, 
and health education, which 
ensure that veterans receive 
comprehensive support.

Lower co-pays
LoweRIng the maximum 

PBS co-payment is the most 
effective way to reduce 
medicine costs and support 
Australians struggling with the 
cost of living, said Pharmacy 
Guild of Australia President 
Prof Trent Twomey.

New data from the 
Commonwealth Government 
shows that cutting the 
maximum co-payment is over 
11 times more effective in 
providing cost-of-living relief 
than other measures. 

Lowering the co-payment 
from $42.50 to $30 (PD 03 
Jan 2023) has saved patients 
$346 million, compared to 
just $30 million from 60-day 
dispensing, he said.

Twomey highlighted that 
the Guild, alongside partners 
like the Australian Patients 
Association, campaigned for 
the historic change - the first in 
the 75-year history of the PBS. 

He noted that despite these 
savings, many Australians  
skip essential medicines due 
to financial pressures, as 
confirmed by the Australian 
Healthcare Index survey. 

Twomey emphasised that 
no Australian should have to 
choose between medicine and 
other living costs.

Opioid safety kit
a new Opioid Safety Toolkit was 

launched today to help prevent 
overdose deaths, coinciding with 
International Pain Awareness 
Month in Sep. 

The toolkit, developed by Monash 
University, Painaustralia, and the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Australia, 
aims to empower consumers with 
the knowledge and resources for 
safer opioid use. 

Despite naloxone’s ability to 
reverse opioid overdoses, only 2% 
of people prescribed opioids have 
the medication at home. 

With 13.3 million opioid 
prescriptions dispensed in 2021-
2022, the toolkit addresses the 
growing issue of opioid-related 
deaths, which have nearly tripled 
since 2006.

Pointrs free trial
wITh over 5,000+ hotels 

and flights to explore, Pointrs 
is offering pharmacists ways 
to save on travel and 3.5 times 
more loyalty points than other 
providers - see page three for 
the free trial offer.

NVP stock tool 
Team FTF is providing 

everything community 
pharmacies need to guide 
patients, and maintain stock 
of a medicinal nicotine vape 
product (NVP).

See more on the back page.
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LoVe sleeping in on weekends? 
There is good news as your 

lazy Saturday mornings might 
be saving your ticker, according 
to UPI. 

Weekend “catch-up” sleep 
could slash your risk of 
cardiovascular disease, revealed 
new research presented at 
the European Society of 
Cardiology’s annual meeting in 
London last week.

“Sufficient compensatory 
sleep is linked to a lower risk 
of heart disease,” said Yanjun 
Song, a cardiology expert from 
Fuwai Hospital in Beijing.

“The effect is even stronger for 
those who regularly skimp on 
sleep during the week.”

The study analysed data from 
nearly 91,000 participants in the 
UK Biobank research project. 

Participants wore sleep 
monitors and had their heart 
health tracked. 

Around 22% were sleep-
deprived, snoozing less than 
seven hours a night - basically 
all of us on a Netflix binge.

After 14 years of follow-up, the 
people who snoozed through 
Sun brunch were 19% less likely 
to develop heart disease than 
those who powered through the 
weekend on little sleep.

So, if you miss a certain 
weekend conference, tell 
everyone you’re doing it for 
your heart.
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product spotlight
Fresh feet all day with Dermal Therapy’s solution for foot 
odour

Dermal Therapy Foot Odour Control Powder Spray is clinically tested to 
combat odour and moisture. Its triple-action formula eliminates odour, 
absorbs moisture, and cools and soothes feet, while providing up to 24 hours 
of protection. This talc-free spray offers reliable, long-lasting relief, helping 
maintain healthy feet hygiene and comfort.  

RRP: $12.60 

Stockist Number: Contact 1300 555 597 

Website: Click Here

Suppliers wanting to promote 
products in this feature should email  
newproducts@pharmacydaily.com.au

Mutaflor® The time proven way to treat chronic constipation

Mutaflor® contains the non-pathogenic human 
commensal strain Escherichia coli strain Nissle 1917. 
Mutaflor has been in clinical use for over 100 years based 
upon this highly researched strain.

Mutaflor® has undergone TGA - AUST R evaluation for 
safety, quality and efficacy. Advocate with confidence. 

For the relief and management of chronic constipation. 
Mutaflor® increases the number of bowel movements 
per day and the number of days during which bowel 
movements occur in patients with chronic constipation.

Supplier: CH2 - PDE 2619456

RRP: $128.95 100 capsule pack 

Website: https://www.mutaflor.com.au/about-mutaflor/
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Earn up to 3.5x more airline
and credit card loyalty points.

Earn More. Spend Less. Travel Better.
www.pointrs.com

This Pointr will show you how you can earn 
125% more American Express Membership 
Rewards Points, which you can convert to 
125% more airline and hotel loyalty program 
points and miles, without spending any more 
at your wholesaler. Fly and stay more than 
twice as often as before or upgrade to luxury.

Earn 125% More Airline And Hotel Loyalty Program
Points/Miles When Paying Pharmacy Wholesalers

Do you own a pharmacy and use a wholesaler-branded 
American Express card to pay your wholesaler bill? 

Browse 

Pointrs
and see for yourself.

5000+
Now with

FREE
30-day

Trial!
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TOTAL NVP CATEGORY
TOOL

Empowering Pharmacists to Lead in
Medical Nicotine Vaping

www.teamftf.au 

Consultation guide patients to the right
vape product with confidence.

Everything you need to Consult & Stock a
Medical Nicotine Vape.

Direct ordering of stock, and link to S4 Tele
Health provider.

Resource & Guidelines in one place.

Save time with streamlined processes for prescriptions,
dispensing, and ordering.

1300 926 540 medical@teamftf.com

Download
Introduction Video

Disclaimer: This information is for Health Professionals only
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