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Pharmacy Daily today

features three pages of the
latest industry news, plus a full
page from Light by Oexa.

See the Light

LIGHT by Oexa is the only
clinical services platform you
need, covering bookings,
governance, engagement,
scope, and more - see p4.

—
WO

Escipient

Real time control
of your dispensary

®,
'®

Triage

Prioritise

LEARN MORE
medview.com.au/worx

minfos @

Friday 20th Mar 2026

THE Pharmaceutical Society
of Australia has announced
that expressions of interest for
the 2026 PSA Faye McMillan
Conference Grant are now open
for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
Islander applicants.

The grant provides First Nations
pharmacists, interns and pharmacy
students the opportunity to attend
the PSA’s national conference,
PSA26 - the Home of Pharmacists,
which is taking place from Fri 31 Jul
to Sun 02 Aug 2026 at ICC Sydney.

Professor Faye McMillan
(pictured), a Wiradjuri yinaa
(Wiradjuri woman) originally from
Trangie, NSW, is recognised as the
first Indigenous Australian to hold a
Western degree in pharmacy.

“l am deeply honoured to have
my name associated with the 2026
PSA Faye McMillan Conference
Grant,” she said.

“This year carries special
significance for me as | honour my
mum Robyn, whose unwavering
love and belief in my journey
continue to guide me.

“This grant opens doors for
early career pharmacists and
pharmacy students to deepen their
professional networks, strengthen
their confidence, and feel a sense
of belonging within our profession,

Vita-D Mini Tablets

Supports bone health,
muscle strength and

calcium absorption.

Available in 90’s and 250’s
Symbion, Sigma, APl & CH2

something my mum championed in
her own quiet, steadfast way.

“By supporting this grant, we
continue our shared commitment
to diversity, inclusion, and equity
in healthcare.”

PSA national president, Professor
Mark Naunton, is passionate about
supporting the participation of
First Nations Australians in the
pharmacy profession and the
greater healthcare sector.

“The PSA is proud to honour
Professor McMillan in this way,
offering the grant for the fourth
consecutive year,” he said.

“The PSA is dedicated to increasing
the health workforce participation
of First Nations Australians to better
meet the healthcare needs of these
communities,” he added.

To submit an expression of
interest for a grant, see the form
available HERE.

Survey: Medicinal cannabis and driving

RESEARCHERS from the
Sydney Pharmacy School, at
the University of Sydney, are
inviting Australian pharmacists
to participate in a 10-minute
anonymous survey on medicinal
cannabis and driving.

The study aims to better
understand pharmacists’
knowledge, behaviours and

beliefs on the topic, with findings

expected to inform future

Minfos Replenish

Automate the ordering. Focus on your pharmacy.

education and policy discussions.
Complete the survey HERE.

JEV vax expanded

A FREE Japanese encephalitis
virus vaccine is now available to
people aged from two months
who live or work in an expanded
range of LGAs in NSW.

It is also recommended for
people who live in any part
of NSW and are involved with
piggeries, work directly with
mosquitoes, or visit affected
areas for outdoor recreation
(camping, fishing, hiking etc).

Learn more HERE.

NOT
JUST FLU.

THERE'S
WHOOPING
COUGH T00

Ask about a

DOUBLE
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Help prevent whooping
cough as well as the flu'

1. Australian Government. Department of Health,
Disability and Ageing. Australian Immunisation
Handbook. Available at https://immunisationhandbook.
health.gov.au. Accessed March 2026.
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Is double-checking really safer?

FINDINGS from a world-
first simulation trial into one
of healthcare’s most widely
accepted medication-safety
practices - nurse double-
checking - suggest it is not
always superior to single-
checking.

Led by Professor Johanna
Westbrook from the n/
Australian Institute of Health gl
Innovation at Macquarie o
University, the study casts
doubt on whether outcomes
from the often-mandated practice
of having two nurses independently
check medications, rather than just
one, justify the resources required.

“Our findings also raise important
questions for other health
professionals such as pharmacists,
who play a vital role in keeping
patients safe but often rely on
double-checking as a safety
strategy,” Professor Westbrook told
Pharmacy Daily.

The study involved 82 nurses from
two paediatric hospitals.

Across 1,160 dose administrations,
there were 640 embedded errors,
and overall nurses detected 72%
of them.

In the independent double-
checking (IDC) condition, nurses
were 11% more likely to detect
an error relative to the single-
checking condition.

However, they found that the
benefit varied by nurse experience
- experienced nurses showed a
26% improvement with IDC, but
there was no difference for early-
career nurses.

An interesting finding was that
early-career nurses outperformed

their more experienced colleagues
when checking alone (73% vs 63%).

The team also found evidence of
what they called ‘social loafing’,
where the presence of a second
checker resulted in reduced error
detection, particularly for early-
career nurses.

A further concern was that
despite being made aware there
would be potential errors, and
successfully identifying several
during the simulation, nurses
missed over 20% of planted
medication errors.

In terms of resources, the team
found the average time taken to
administer a medication set to one
patient was significantly longer
in the IDC condition (29 minutes)
compared with single-checking
(24 minutes).

Given the inconsistent benefits,
nursing resources required, and
the difficulty of maintaining
‘independence’ in practice on busy
clinical wards, the study team
suggested a more effective, scalable
strategy could be to improve
single-checking skills to enhance
medication safety.

Read the study HERE. KB
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New injector pen recycling initiative

A COLLABORATION between
Novo Nordisk, Pharmacycle and
TerryWhite Chemmart will see
the launch of Australia’s first pilot
recycling initiative for medical
injection pens.

The pilot is part of ReMed,
Novo Nordisk’s global take-back
and recycling initiative, and
will explore practical, scalable
pathways to help keep valuable
materials out of landfill through
a coordinated collection and
recycling approach across the
healthcare system.

The pilot is envisaged to kick off
later this year, allowing patients
who use Novo Nordisk medicines
delivered via disposable, pre-filled
injection pens - such as Ozempic
and Wegovy - to return used
pens at participating TerryWhite
Chemmart pharmacy locations in
Sydney for appropriate collection
and processing.

Also taking part in the program
are Royal North Shore Hospital
and St Vincent’s Hospital Sydney,
where inpatients and outpatients

will be able to return used pens.
The pilot will assess patient
return and safe collection at
participating sites, transport and
handling, sorting and recovery
pathways, and operational
learnings to determine scalability.
“Pharmacies are often the most
accessible healthcare touchpoint
for patients managing chronic
conditions like diabetes and
obesity,” said Michael Beaumont,
GM TerryWhite Chemmart.
“Supporting this pilot allows
us to play a role in testing how
used injection pens can be safely
returned and responsibly handled,
while learning alongside our
partners what a scalable solution
might look like for the future.”

1800 429 829

info@ravensrecruitment.com.au
www.ravensrecruitment.com.au

Locum Pharmacist
Chinchilla, QLD. (Job #49193)

¢ $75/hr + super + travel + accommodation.
* Vaccination exp essential.
| * Qld Locums only. 300km NW Brisbane.

A rural town in the Western Downs, famous
for its melons and a renowned spot for
fishing, bushwalking and camping.

PSA’s Fei Sim reflects on the highlights of 2025 for the
industry - and what she’s looking forward to this year.

3 CLICK HERE TO READ

w Dm@/

info@pharmacydaily.com.au

1300 799 220

www.pharmacydaily.com.au

page 2


https://bpgclick.com/pd/2?Yz0xOTMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVBEMjAwMzI2JnU9bWFpbHRvOmluZm9AcGhhcm1hY3lkYWlseS5jb20uYXU=
https://bpgclick.com/pd/2?Yz05NyZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249UEQyMDAzMjYmdT1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnBoYXJtYWN5ZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1
https://bpgclick.com/pd/2?Yz0xNjAmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVBEMjAwMzI2JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9pc3N1ZXMucGhhcm1hY3lkYWlseS5jb20uYXUvMjAyNS9EZWMyNS9wZF9waGFybWFjeWRhaWx5d2VsY29tZXRvb3VyeWVhcmlucmV2aWV3XzE3MTIyNV9zODUzLnBkZg==
https://bpgclick.com/pd/2?Yz04OCZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249UEQyMDAzMjYmdT1odHRwczovL3BoYXJtYWN5ZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1L3N1YnNjcmliZQ==
https://bpgclick.com/pd/2?Yz0xMTcmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVBEMjAwMzI2JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9xdWFsaXR5c2FmZXR5LmJtai5jb20vY29udGVudC9lYXJseS8yMDI2LzAzLzEzL2JtanFzLTIwMjUtMDE5NzQz
https://bpgclick.com/pd/2?Yz0yMjMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVBEMjAwMzI2JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmF2ZW5zcmVjcnVpdG1lbnQuY29tLmF1Lz91dG1fc291cmNlPXBoYXJtYWN5ZGFpbHkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1sb2dvJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWJzaXRl
https://bpgclick.com/pd/2?Yz0yMjMmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVBEMjAwMzI2JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmF2ZW5zcmVjcnVpdG1lbnQuY29tLmF1L2pvYi9sb2N1bS1waGFybWFjaXN0LWJiYmg0OTE5My0xNzczMTkyNDIwP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGhhcm1hY3lkYWlseSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWpvYmFkJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13ZWJzaXRl

’harmacy

e

a:&:g Dispensary

C.;) Corner

AN AUSSIE city has ranked
as the number one holiday
destination globally where
sunburn risk is highest in Mar,
according to a new study from
Ibiza Summer Villas.

While most Australians already
understand the importance
of slip, slop, slap, those in WA
should be extra vigilant with sun
protection this month.

According to the research,
Perth records an average of
nine hours of sunshine per day
during Mar, alongside 12 hours
of daylight and a high average
UV level of nine.

With 77% clear skies and
limited rainfall across the
month, visitors spending time
outdoors at beaches, pools
or exploring the city are likely
to experience long periods of
uninterrupted sunshine.

“When travelling to high-risk
destinations with strong UV
levels, the most important thing
is to understand that sunburn
risk isn't driven by temperature
alone,” said Elizabeth Japal,
co-founder and aesthetic
practitioner director at The
Derma Lab.

“Clear skies, long daylight
hours and high UV index levels
mean skin can burn quickly,
even when it doesn't feel
excessively hot.

“Travellers should think in
terms of layered protection:
sunscreen, clothing, shade, and
timing of outdoor activities.”

Follow Pharmacy Daily
on LinkedIn to stay connected

with all the latest news.
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Suppliers wanting to promote
products in this feature should email
advertising@pharmacydaily.com.au

Discover SunSeal - where innovation meets sun protection. Powered
by Microskin™ technology, SunSeal forms a thin, flexible film that
adheres to the skin, helping suspend UV filters in place for durable,
high-performance protection.

Designed to improve real-world wear and comfort, SunSeal is
a clinician-led, TGA-listed sunscreen redefining how patients
experience SPF.

It is innovative, reliable and made for the Australian sun.
RRP: $40.00

Stockist: for details and order information,email: 0449—“ "’0(&
sales@powerhouseretaildistribution.com.au a CG) ©

Website: CLICK HERE for more information.

Revive Tears lubricating eye drops provide long lasting and soothing
relief against burning, irritation and discomfort due to dry eye.

REViYe The product moisturises, comforts and refreshes dry, tired and
Tears . strained eyes.

LUBRICATING |
EYE DROPS

Revive Tears helps lubricate, hydrate and protect dry eyes.

Suitable for use with contact lenses.

Contains hypromellose 3mg/g.

Suppliers: Available from Symbion, Sigma, APl and CH2.

RRP: $4.32 (available in 2oml packs)
Website: CLICK HERE for more information.

presels]  10mL
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The only clinical services
platform you need.
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